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Mufti rules out 

iNew Jerusalem’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — The mufti 
af- Jerusalem refused on 
.Monday a reported Israeli 
proposal to create a “new 
Jerusalem" to serve as a 
Palestinian capital, saying it 
-would only impede the peace 
wess. “The greatest dan- 
■ is the new proposal Israel 
_ i made to create a new 
-Jerusalem as an alternative to 
i3Se current one,” Sheikh 
- ^A bama Sabri told journalists 
‘’^Rn Cairo. The proposal is 
^yoerely an nnpediinciit to 
^^negotiations over Jerusalem 
and its final status." said the 
-inufti. appointed by the 
^‘Palestinian National Author- 
ity. The Israeli press reported 
-last week that Israel had 
-proposed to the Palestinians 
5*6 create a "new Jerusalem" 
kout of Arab village neigh- 
"bouring the Holy City. The 
inufti insisted the villages in 
question "are already Palesti- 
nian and are not subject to 
negotiations." 

Hotel college to 
change hands 

.Amman (j.t.) — An 

agreement will be signed 
j.Tnesday to handover the 
/pi anagement of the 
rcmment-owned Ammoun 
Training Hotel (ATH) to the 
-private sector. The agree- 
r~ment will be signed on behalf 
• of the government by Fi- 
nance Minister Marwan 
Awad in the presence of 
Minister of Tourism and 
. Antiquities Saleh Irsheidat. 
‘who will be chairing the new 
company's board of trustees. 
France and the European 
Union (EU) win each present 
Jb 1 million to support the 
"project. The ATH was own- 
'm and managed by the 
^Ministry of Education since 
its establishment in 1981. 

Sudan denies 
Ethiopian charges 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 
on Monday denied charges 
that 'it had mounted cross- 
-horder raids into Ethiopia 
^uid accused its neighbour of 
; . *%Kiting trouble in the region. 
• * Major General Mohammad 
Abdul Gadir. official spokes- 
man of the Sudanese armed 
forces, said the Ethiopian 
accusations were a 
smokescreen for aggression 
by Addis Ababa. "The 
Ethiopian forces are the ones 
which have been taking pro- 
vocative acts against 
Sudanese border posts with 
material and moral support 
W the outlaw forces." he 
said. The two countries, 
whose relations soured last 
year when Ethiopia accused 
Khartoum of backing an 
assassination attempt against 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa, 
have repeatedly traded 
accusations of military in- 
terference. 

Rebels blow up 
$ Algerian rail line 

PARIS (R) — Guerrillas 
blew up a railway line, derail- 
ing a freight train in north- 
eastern Algeria .but there 
were no casualties, an Alge- 
. rian newspaper said on Mon- 
day. The gunmen detonated 
a bomb in the night of Friday 
to Saturday on railway tracks 
between the towns of Bordj- 
Menatel city and Naciria. ab- 
out 70 kilometres east of 
Algiers, the Frehc-language 
Le Matin said quoting 
eyewitnesses. “The bomb 
attack caused a freight train 
derailment." said Le Matin, 
adding that engineers were 
sent to the bomb site to fix 
the damaged line. 

Lebanese Shi’ites 
markAshoura 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
Shi'ite Muslim beat them- 
. pelves with chains or bloodied 
tSheir heads with razors on 
Monday to mark the climax 
of Ashoura. the main reli- 
gious festival of Shi'ite Islam. 
Tens of thousands watched in 
Beirut's southern suburbs as 
bluck-ciad militants «»f the 
pro- Iranian Ilizhollah (Party 
of Clod) rythmical! \ 
flagellated their hacks with 
clusters of ehuiiiN oi »uu.. . -»« 
their chests with their hand* 
in signs of mourning. 


Amman summit 
could be larger, 
Arafat suggests 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
summit meeting between 
Jordanian, Egyptian and 
Palestinian leaders in Am- 
man in early June may be 
expanded 1 to indnde other 
Arab leaders, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat said 
in an interview published on 
Monday. 

Mr. Arafat, King Hussein 
and Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak agreed in Cairo 
this month to meet again in 
Amman after Israel’s May 29 
elections to coordinate their 
strategy towards Israel. 

They also said the summit 
was open to other partici- 
pants. 

“We hope this summit will 
be expanded to indude firstly 
our brothers who went with 
us to Madrid (in 1991), espe- 
cially our brothers in Syria 
and Lebanon,” Mr. Arafat 
told die international Arabic- 
la ng n age newspaper A1 Haya 
according to a Renter report 

Egypt, Jordan. Syria, 
Lebanon and the Palestinians 
were the mam Arab partici- 
pants in the Madrid peace 
conference. Representatives 
of Saudi Arabia, the Gulf 
Cooperation Council and the 
Arab Maghreb .Union were 
also present 

Mr. Mubarak on Sunday 
sent messages to Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AJ Asad, Sultan 
Qaboos Ben. Said of Omari' 
and SheQch Hamad Ben Kha- 
hfa A1 Tham of Qatar. A1 
Hayat said this was part of an 
Egyptian attempt to prepare 


a larger Arab summit 
Mr. Arafat, head of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) in file West Bank 
and Gaza, said he hoped (he 
summit could eventually be 
expanded to indnde the rest 
of the Arab states. 

The Palestinian leader de- 
clined to comment in detail 
on the Israeli elections but 
asked if a victory by the 
right-wing Likud party would 
bold up talks on the final 
status erf the Palestinian terri- 
tories, be said: “Probably.” 
He also said that 
Mabmond Abbas, better 
known as Abu Mazen, was 
unwilling to act as his deputy. 

Last week die Executive 
Committee of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) elected Mr. Abbas as 
its secretary general and a 
PLO official said this meant 
he would succeed Mr. Yasser 
Arafat were the Palestinian 
president to (fie. 

Mr. Arafat, told of reports 
that Abu Mazen had been 
appointed as his deputy, said: 
“Does he agree? He doesn’t 
agree., yon tell him to 
agree.” 

Abu Mazen, who was in 
the room, said: “We are all 
with Abu Ammar (Arafat).” 
fin Amman, officials said 
Jordan, in line with its consis- 
tent advocacy of' collective 
Arab action, 'welcomed any 
expansion erf the June s ummit 
of file Jordanian, Egyptian 

(Continued on page 7) 


Turks visit Iraq 
for pipeline talks 


ANKARA (Agencies) — A 
team of Turkish pipeline offi- 
cials left Ankara on Monday 
for Baghdad to discuss the 
reopening of an oil pipeline 
to be used for Iraqi export 
under an Iraq-U.N. oil-for- 
food deal, Turkish officials 
said. 

They said six officials from 
the state pipeline firm Betas, 
including a deputy general 
manager, would bold talks 
with Iraqi officials for one 
week on the condition of the 
986-kUometre pipeline from 
Kirkuk m northern Iraq to 
Turkey’s Ceyhan oil terminal 
on the Mediterranean. 

Iraq, under U.N. trade 
sanctions since it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, agreed last 
week to the U.N. terms 
allowing it to sell oil wrath $2 
billion over six months to buy 
.food and medicine. 

Turkey and Iraq signed a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing in March to reopen the 
pipeline on the condition that 
Iraq agreed to the U.N. re- 
solution on the oil-for-food 
deaL 

The United Nations said it 


was yet to decide how much 
oil should be pumped 
through the pipeline and how 
mnefa through its Mina A1 
Bakr terminal in the Gulf. 
Iraq may sell about 700,000 
barrels per day (bpd) under 
the U.N. plan, winch can be 
renewed. 

The Turkish company Tek- 
fen is to oversee repair of 
damaged sections of the pipe- 
line on the Iraqi side. 

The pipeline carried l.S 
million bpd of crude oil to 
Western markets before the 
1990 trade embargo on Iraq. 

Iraq meanwhile urged 
France to work for a com- 
plete lifting of tbe U.N. sanc- 
tions on Baghdad, saying it 
was an opportunity for Paris 
to assert itself as an interna- 
tional counterweight to 
Washington. 

French diplomacy has had 
'“important su c cesses” over 
U.S. "hegemony” since Jac- 
ques Chirac was elected pres- 
ident of France last year, the 
official newspaper A1 
Jurabouriyah said. 

(Continued on page. 7) 


Royal Jordanian gets a new city terminal 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As part of the 
Kingdom's celebrations of its 
50th independence 
anniversary. His Majesty 
King Hussein on Monday in- 
augurated a Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) City Terminal near the 
Seventh Circle of Jabal Am- 
man. a new facility to help 
meet customers needs and 
ease travel procedures. 

■ Accompanied by Her 
Majesty Queen Nora and His 
Royal Highness Prince Ham- 
zeh, the King listened to tbe 
director of passenger services 
of RJ, Samer Majali. outlin- 
ing the facilities offered by 
RJ to its passengers. The new 
facility unit be saving passen- 
gers' time and effort. 

The first phase of the pro- 
ject. involving navigational 
data and reports about the 
weather, fuel and other re- 
levant matters, was com- 
pleted three months ago. 

Tbe King and Queen 
toured the various parts of 
file new facility before open- 


ing the passengers hall at the 
site. 

RJ President and Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer Nader Dahabi 
delivered an address on tbe 
occasion explaining that with 
the new facility RJ offers 
unprecedented service to its 
passengers. He said that RJ 
had already made plans in 
expectation of increasing air 
travel in the region. 

The new service makes it 
posable for RJ passengers to 
select their seats, pick up 
their boarding passes, make 
airport tax payments and 
check-in their baggage at 
their convenience in advance 
rather than at the airport. 
They can also take an RJ bus 
to the Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport from the new 
terminal. 

Tbe new facility is 1,800 
square metres in area and 
consists of two storeys. The 
first floor consists of a pas- 
senger ball and ticket and 
freight services. The second 
floor is assigned for RJ 
offices, a duty-free shop, a 
cafeteria, a bank, a car-rental 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor on Monday tour the newly-opened 
city terminal of Royal Jordanian, the national carrier (fphoty by Crystal) 

office and a mosque. ceremony were Prime Minis- and other senior government 

Attending the inauguration ter Abdul Karim Kabariti and RJ officials. 


Hamas studies 
end to attacks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Only two days before 
Israeli elections focused on 
security, leaders of the mili- 
tant- Hamas movement on 
Monday debated a new 
strategy of halting attacks on 
the Jewish state. 

“Hamas leaders in the 
Palestinian territories are 
working On forging a united 
position on changing the 
movement’s strategy,” a 
Hamas leader in the West 
Bank said. “Tbe new strategy 
is to halt attacks." 

Officials said the shift to 
opposing the peace process 
by non-violent means had 
been m the making since 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat assumed power m 
self-rule areas in 1994. 

A Hamas official in Gaza 
said there were differences 
between local leaders of the 
movement and hardline ex- 
iled leaders, which have re- 
cently intensified. 

“We must have tbe 
decision-making power con- 
cerning our affairs. We know 
better how to run our busi- 
ness than exiled leaders who 
are isolated from events 
here,” he said. 

The militant Hamas move- 
ment opposes the Israel- 
Palestinian Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace (foal 
and vowed to wreck it 
through suicide attacks on 
file Jewish state. 

“The new strategy of 
Hamas leaders in Gaza and 
tbe West Bank is to stop 
attacks indefinitely, and to 
focus instead on recruitment, 
preaching and bringing up 
cadres on the teachings of the 
Muslim Brotherhood," one 
Hamas official said. 


Last week, Hamas' spokes- 
man in Gaza, Mahmoud 
Zahar, appealed to the mili t- 
ary wing-to fealt ; attacks be- 
fore the May 29 Israeli elec- 
tions, so that Hamas would 
not affect the outcome. His 
call was rejected by the exiled 
leaders. 

Suicide bombings in late 
February and early March 
slashed Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres’s opinion poll lead 
over hardline rival Benjamin 
Netanyahu. Pollsters have 
said another attack could en- 
sure Mr. Netanyahu’s vic- 
tory. 

Some young Hamas lead- 
ers said they were taught to 
prefer a Netanyahu victory 
because it would undermine 
the peace process but others 
said this was changing. 

“Let's say we continue 
fighting and pursue attacks. 
Do we, the Islamic move- 
ment, have a political, social, 
economic structure to take 
over power? We don’t. So 
this is not the time for con- 
frontation,” One Hamas offi- 
cial said. 

Hamas leaders said a 
crackdown by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
on Hamas after the February 
and March suicide bombings 
killed 59 people in Israel was 
the main reason for tbe 
change of heart. 

“It is more important to 
preserve our infrastructure 
and achievements than to 
lose everything,” a Hamas 
official said. 

PLO police arrested more 
than 900 activists and closed 
some of the group’s social, 
educational, financial and 
welfare institutions. 


Right wins Cypriot election; Communists also gain 


NICOSIA (R) — Right- 
wingers won Sunday's par- 
liamentary electrons m Cyprus 
while the communists 
boosted their position as the 
second biggest party in the 
divided island's Greek- 
Cypriot parliament. 

The result of the election, 
after a campaign dominated 
by the island's 22-year-old 
division following a Turkish 
invasion, will not affect the 
position of President Glafcos 
derides. 

Final results announced on 
Monday gave the right-wing 
Democratic. Rally (DISYj 
34 . 5 ’ per cent of the vote, 
maintaining its 20 seats in the 
56-member House of Repre- 
sentatives. . 

AKEL came second with 
33 per cent of the vote, win- 
ning 19 seats or one more 
than it held in the outgoing 
parliament. 

"It is clear the results of 
this election are effectively a 


vote against the government 
and its policies." AKEL 
General Secretary Demetris 
Christofias told supporters at 
a celebration rally on Mon- 
day morning. 

But Mr. Qerides's govern- 
ment still holds a majority in 
the assembly although DIS- 
Y*s junior partner, the 
centre-right Democratic Par- 
ty (D1KO). won only 10 seats 
— one less than it had in the 
ongoing house. 

*T consider the results very 
satisfactory." Mr. derides 
told journalists. “The two 
parties in the government 
have retained their majority 
in the house and comparative 
percentages exceeding 50 per 
cent." 

Political analysts say the 
election could provide an in- 
dication of voting trends for 
the 1998 presidential poll. 

AKEL was the only one of 
the major parties to increase 
its share of the vote — bv 2.4 


percentage points — from the 
last election in 1991. 

Socialist EDEK lost two of 
its seven seats in the house. 
The Free Democrats, a newly 
founded party headed by for- 
mer President George Vassi- 
liou, captured two seats. 
Three smaller parties failed 
to pass the 1.8 per cent 
threshold to enter parlia- 
ment. 

Turkish Cypriots, living in 
the northern third of the is- 
land occupied by 30.000 Tur- 
kish troops and led by a 
government recognised only 
by Turkey, did not take pan 
in the vote. Turkish-Cvpriot 
newspapers showed no in- 
terest in the poll. 

Turkey invaded Cyprus in 
1974 after a short-lived coup 
in Nicosia engineered by the- 
colonels then ruling Greece. 

All Greek-Cypriot parties 
agree on reuniting Cyprus 
under a federation with Tur- 
kish Cypriots and blame 


Ankara for lack of progress 
towards a solution, but they 
disagree on tactics. 

AKEL. which recently 
celebrated its 70th 
anniversary, focused on find- 
ing a fresh approach to solve 
the problem with renewed 
involvement bv the United 
Nations and encouraged rap- 
prochement with Turkish 
Cypriots. 

It has criticised the govern- 
ment for sidelining institu- 
tions such as the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council in efforts to find a 
solution.- 

But its strongest anacks 
were directed at'ihe interna! 
policies of the government 
elected in 1993. the first 
right-wing administration 
since independence in I960. 

Hundreds of AKEL sup- 
porters waved a sea of red 
and white flags outside party- 
headquarters in Nicosia. 

(Continued on page 7) 


New polls show Israeli 
election too close to call 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Polls published on Monday, 
only 48 hours before Israeli 
elections that could redraw 
the Middle East map into the 
next century, showed right- 
wing challenger Benjamin- 
Netanyahu closing in on 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Mr. Peres, sounding a grim 
warning that Israel could miss 
“a window of opportunity" 
for ending decades of Arab-. 
Israeli conflict, appealed for 
voters to endorse his pursuit 
of the five-year-old peace 
process. 

“They are the most essen- 
tial, shall I say, the most 
crucial elections in the history 
of the State of Israel,” Mr. 
Peres told reporters in his 
office. 

But polls conducted just 
before Sunday’s sole debate 
between the candidates in- 
cluded one showing Mr. 
Peres lead shrinking to a pre- 
carious 2.4 per cent. In addi- 
tion, most Israeli commenta- 
tors said Mr. Netanyahu had 


emerged victorious from the 
debate. 

The debate shown on 
Israeli television offered con- 
trasting views of peace and 
security. Mr. Netanyahu 
pounded away on his cam- 
paign theme that Mr. Peres' 
efforts to make peace had 
increased the danger for 
Israelis. 

Mr. Peres, successor to 
Yitzhak Rabin, who was 
assassinated by a Jewish 
opponent of his peace poli- 
cies last Nov. 4, has promised 
to pursue peace with all 
Arabs even if it means with- 
drawal from captured terri- 
tory. 

Mr. Netanyahu has empha- 
sised security over peace 
talks, focusing on Israeli in- 
security caused by suicide 
bombings in late February 
and early March that killed 
59 people. He has ruled out 
self-determination for 
Palestinians or return of the 
occupied Golan Heights for 
peace with Syria. 

Mr. Peres meanwhile 


issued a warning that Mr. 
Natanyahu would put an end 
to Middle East peacemaking 
if elected on Wednesday. 

“If the other party wins the 
elections, they will return to 
the construction of settle- 
• ments and this in turn will 
bring a halt to the peace 
process,” Mr. Peres said. 

“I don't think they will 
attack the peace process per 
se. But the policy of settle- 
ments. by definition, will 
bring an end to the peace 
process,” he told reporters at 
his office. 

“I think it will be terrible if 
the peace process will be 
intenupted or stopped and 
we shall go backwards. It will 
be extremely difficult later on 
to currect it,” he said. 

“There is a window of 
opportunity that we should 
not miss." 

A poll of 1,031 voters in 
the newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronoth conducted just be^ 
fore the debate showed Mr. 

(.Continued on page 7) 


Welfare 
moves for 
new vote 
on Yilmaz 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Seeking to topple Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz’s 
troubled government, the 
Islamic Welfare Party moved 
Monday to hold a no- 
confidence vote in parlia- 
ment. 

Welfare asked for an 
emergency meeting of the 
legislature Thursday to begin 
the procedure, which can 
take up to three weeks. 

The government was 
shaken after former Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller with- 
drew her True Path Party 
from the coalition Friday. 
Mr. Yilmaz’s Motherland 
angered Mrs. Ciller by 
corruption charges 
pamst her. 

Welfare, which is strongly 
opposed by the military and 
other backers of Turkey’s 
secular system, is seeking to 
use the crisis to gain another 
shot at power. It led Decem- 
ber elections, but failed to 
gamer enough votes to rule 
alone. 

A Motherland-True Path 
power sharing coalition was 
formed in March to keep 
Welfare out of the govern- 
ment. 

Mis. Ciller says her party 
will support Welfare’s no- 
confidence motion. Welfare 
and True Path have sufficient 
votes to topple Mr. Yilmaz. 



Yeltsin, Chechen 
leader sign truce 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
Chechenya’s rebel leader 
signed an agreement Monday 
in tbe Kremlin calling for a 
ceasefire in the breakaway 
republic beginning Saturday, 
Russian news agencies re- 
ported. 

“We decided the main 
question — about peace in 
Chechenya,” Mr. Yeltsin was 
quoted by the ITAR-TASS 
news agency as saying after 
closed-door talks with the re- 
bel leader, Zelimkhan Yan- 
darbiyev. 

Mr. Yeltsin, campaign 
hard for presidential elec- 
tions three weeks away, is 
anxious to prove to voters 
that he is trying to end the 
unpopular conflict. It re- 
mained unclear, however, 
whether a negotiated cease- 
fire would really stop the 
fighting. 

Russian military officials, 
ignored orders from Mr. 
Yeltsin last month for a un- 
ilateral ceasefire. 

Mr. Yandarbiyev flew to 
Moscow earlier Monday for 
the long-awaited, heavily 
guarded talks — the highest- 
level meeting yet in the 17- 
month Chechenya war. 

“We will offer Russia a 
variant at talks that will make 
it possible to stop the war and 
save the face of a great pow- 
er,” he told ITAR-TASS be- 
fore leaving with his delega- 
tion from Ingushetia, a re- 
public neighbouring 


Chechenya. 

Mr. Yandarbiyev also said ‘ 
be had ordered his troops to 
stop fighting for three days 
during talks. 

It was unclear whether 
Russian troops were also 
observing a temporary cease- 
fire. Russian news reports 
cited the commander of Rus- 
sian troops in Chechenya, 
General Vyacheslav Tikho- 
mirov, as calling a three-day 
truce, but later quoted his 
officers denying it. 

Tbe meeting had been in 
doubt Sunday after rebels 
said Mr. Yandarbiyev might 
still back out if Russian 
troops continued attacks. 

The more difficult question 
of Chechenya's independ- 
ence was being put off for 
later. 

In the past neither side has 
been willing to compromise 
on key demands: The 
Chechens want complete in- 
dependence and the with- 
drawal of all Russian troops, 
while the Russians insist that 
the rebels disarm and that 
Chechenya remain pan of the 
Russian Federation. 

Mt. Yeltsin is likely to 
leave the heavy negotiations 
to his prime minister, who 
was more active in previous 
talks. 

Security was stepped up in 
Moscow to prepare for the 
unprecedented visit. 

Scattered clashes con- 
tinued across the southern 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Is oil-for-food deal beginning of end to Iraq sanctions? 


By Caro! Giacomo 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON— Iraq is hail- 
ing a recent U.N. oil-for-food 
deal as the beginning of die end 
of tough international sanctions. 

However, some American 
experts believe the deal could 
ensure that sanctions on Baghdad 
remain in place indefinitely, as 
the United States insists. 

The agreement permits Iraq to 
sell up to $2 billion worth of oil 
over six months under stringent 
UJM. supervision, with most of 
the proceeds going to buy food 
and medicine. 

Before the accord was reached 
in New York last week, Washing- 
ton was under pressure to relax 
the stranglehold of U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed in 1990 after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. 

Leader of the coalition that 
waged the Gulf war against 
Baghdad, the United States has 
been a primary enforcer of Iraq’s 
post-war penance, insisting the 


Arab state comply strictly with 
U.N. demands, including destruc- 
tion of all of its nuclear, chemical 
and biological weapons. 

U.S. officials long ago learned 
not to trust Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. Some countries, 
such as France and Russia, 
argued for some relief from sanc- 
tions last year but Baghdad lost 
support after revelations about the 
extent to which it bad lied again 
about its weapons programmes. 

Still pressure continued to build 
— in foreign capitals and among 

h umanitar ian groups — for 
relieving the suffering endured by 
the Iraqi people over the past six 
years. 

Malnutrition is a problem and 
there is a critical need for m e dical 
supplies. The country's infra- 
structure is also ruined. 

The United States accused Pres- 
ident Saddam of ruthlessly allow- 
ing his people to suffer while be 
used available resources for 
palaces and other luxuries. But 
this charge was increasingly 


being drowned out by fears of a 
humanitarian disaster in Iraq. 

■Iraq since nrid-1991 fought the 
oil-for-food deal, a temporary 
measure subject to regular UJN. 
Security Council scrutiny — as 
an infringe ment on Iraq’s sover- 
eignty. 

U.S. Officials say it finally 
agreed out of desperation because 
he did not see any near-term pos- 
sibility of having the broader 
sanctions lifted and being able to 
sell oil in unrestricted quantities. 

“Because be accepted the deal, 
Saddam ha? significantly weak- 
ened the humanitarian argument 
for lifting sanctions” a senior 
U.S. official told Reuters. Several 
private experts concurred. ‘This 
uUc es away his humanitarian 
card,” one said. 

Even if the push for a complete 
lifting of the sanctions revived, 
Washington would resist In addi- 
tion to proving all weapons of 
mass destruction are destroyed, 
U.S. Officials insist President 
Saddam must also comply with 


other demands, like accounting 
for 600 Kuwaitis missing after 
the 1990 invasion. 

But no country has proposed 
lifting sanctions before U.N. 
weapons inspectors certify Iraq 
has complied with disarmament 

demands. 

The United States initially 
hoped the sanctions would help 
force President Saddam from 
power. But it now seems resigned 
to the status quo as long as he 
remains tightly constrained 

Moreo ver, se nior U.S. officials 
are convinced that the U.N. offi- 
cial charged with monitoring 
Iraq's weapons programme, Rolf 
Ekens, is far from certifying Iraq 
as in compliance. 

The oil-for-food deal will free 
up other funds for Iraq to use for 
its military purposes and it may 
even siphon off some of the new 
on profits for this purpose too, 
they say. 

But while Iraq says this deal is 
the “first step to lifting sanctions, 
it may be the last step. Saddam 


might be stuck with tins highly 
restrictive programme for some 
time,” one government analyst 
said 

Administration supporters of 
the deal say the restrictions are so 
tight that Iraq will have little 
room to manoeuvre. 

But Christine Helms, an oil and 
gas consultant, says “once the oil 
starts to flow, it will be very diffi- 
cult to stop it” 

This is partly because the Secu- 
rity Council is not going to want 
to act for long like “the 13th 
member of OPEC (Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries)” »nd exercise control over 
world oil prices by meeting every 
six months to approve a new sale 
of Iraqi oil, she said in an inter- 
view. 

Also, the administration is not 
going to want to a gain shut off an 
economic boon to Ttoikey whose 
pipeline will be used to ship the 
oil, she added 


Iran’s parliament makes way for new assembly 


TEHRAN (AP) — The 
leader of Iran’s outgoing 
hardline parliament said 
Sunday that he was proud 
of the assembly's record 
against the United States 
and Israel. 

In its last session the 270- 
seat assembly approved 
huge pay raises of between 
35 per cent and 185 per cent 
for the armed forces , which 
are up to 600,000 strong ” 

But that move may have 
been largely symbolic, 
because the bill still has to 
be approved by a parlia- 
mentary watchdog commit- 
tee before becoming law. 

However, the parliament 
called for the pay raises 
days after Iran’s supreme 
leader, Ayatollah Ali 


Khamenei, called for a 
more powerful army to con- 
front the Islamic republic’s 
main enemies — Israel and 
the United States. 

In a closing speech Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri, the 
outgoing parliament speak- 
er, said policies adopted by 
the Majlis, or parliament, 
had been “very effective 
and positive in combating 
the United States and the 
Zionist regime.” 

The Majlis has vetoed any 
suggestion of better ties 
with the United States. It 
has also staunchly stuck to 
the Iranian government’s 
standard line that the Jew- 
ish state must be destroyed. 

The hardliners have dom- 
inated parliament for years, 


Lebanon accuses 
Greenpeace of 
undermining tourism 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanese Environment 
Minister Pierre Pharaon on 
Sunday accused Green- 
peace of trying to wreck the 
summer tourism season by 
reviving an old debate about 
Italian toxic waste illegally 
dumped in the country in 
1987-88. 

“Why is it that at the 
beginning of each summer, 
that is to say at the begin- 
ning of each tourism season, 
Greenpeace revives the 
issue of the Italian waste?” 
Mr. Pharaon told the official 
news agency ANI. 

He accused Greenpeace’s 
Mediterranean spokesman 
Fuad Hamdan of having 
“backward thoughts aimed 
at harming Lebanon’s repu- 
tation and questioning con- 
fidence in (the country’s) 
stability.” 

Mr. Hamdan said on May 
17 his organisation would 
no longer cooperate with 
Mr. Pharaon over the issue 
of the Italian toxic waste. 

He accused the minister of 
failing to keep a promise 
made last year to deconta- 
minate the polluted land at 
Chnanair in the north of 
Beirut which held an 
"imminent risk” to the 
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area’s groundwater 

But Mr Pharaon said the 
contaminated area was lim- 
ited to an area of 30 square 
metres and that workers 
from his ministcy were deal- 
ing with iL He said all the 
waste had been “taken out 
of Lebanon and that the 
affair was definitely oven” 

Greenpeace and Lebanon 
have been at loggerheads 
over the Italian toxic waste 
for several years. 

In a separate issue on Sun- 
day, Greenpeace stud 
cement, asbestos and chem- 
ical industries in northern 
Lebanon are polluting die 
Mediterranean coastline 
with cancer-causing toxins. 

Tests carried out at Chek- 
ka and Selaata found emis- 
sions from the five cement 
factories in the area are pol- 
luting the air and the seas, 
Mr Hamdan told a press 
conference. 

“The results prove that life 
in the Cbekka-Selaat area 
and its surroundings are 
dangerous to health. 
Lebanese authorities and the 
factories must shoulder their 
responsibilities for pollution 
and keep (heir promises.” 


AwnbBes oT Cod Cburdi. Td. 
(02785. 

SL Joseph Cburcb Tel. 6245W. 

Church of the AunMcfarion Tel. 
6374J0. 

De La Soil e Cbarcti Tel. 061/57 
Terra Sarnia Church Tel: 022300 
Church of (be Aru mn dattoo Tel. 
023541. 

Angttcna Church Tel. 052X20. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775:ol. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman InimuHonal Church Tel. 
651120. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

*24328. 

German -speak! ng Evangelical 
Conprepathm Tel. S45457 
The Chon* oT Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Smab Tei. 054132 
Church of Naxsnnc Tel.h756NI. 
The EvangcUcaJ Local Church in 
Amman 

Td. KJ12W. 

Enjdislwpeakia* 

Latin CaUwOc* Parish Td. 6141 W 


Bui Ida sappBcd by tbc Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Mild weather condit io ns wfll pre- 
vail with temperatures bdow aver- 
age and winds northwesterly mod* 
crate to active. On Wednesday 1 
t e mper atures arc exp ect e d to rise 
becoming aroond average. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 


but in spring elections they 
lost ground to moderate 
technocrats. They want to 
ease strict Islamic social 
strictures and pursue a 
pragmatic foreign policy 
that includes seeking for- 
eign investment 

Some of the technocrats 
have spoken of improving 
ties with the United States, 
thus angering the staunchly 
anti-American hardliners, 
who say that would spell 
the end of their 1979 Islam- 
ic revolution. 

The moderates, led by the 
President Ali Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, are believed to 
have the upper hand in the 
new Majlis, which will con- 
vene June 1. 

But the true colours of the 


new Majlis will only be 
known during the crucial 
vote for a new speaker, who 
will be elected before the 
inauguration. The Majlis 
could vote either to retain 
the hardline Nateq-Nouri or 
choose a more moderate 
leader. 

Thousands of Muslim 
fundamentalists in Tehran 
vowed to defend die coun- 
try’s revolutionary ideals on 
Saturday, in an officially 
organised rally in support 
of the outgoing hardliners. 

Demonstrators chanted 
“death to America” and 
denounced “liberalism,” 
the term used to attack 
reformists who want a more 
liberal foreign policy and a 
more open society. 


PNA police release 
rights campaigner 


Russia rabbi hopes for revived 
accreditation for Je^sfe agency . 

MOSCOW '(AP) — The Russian government appears to be 
puffing back from its decision to close' down the Israeli 
agency that coordinates Jewish immigration from Russia, 
the chief rabbi of Moscow said Sunday. 

“I’m cautiously optimistic that the problem with the Jew- 
ish agency is being taken care of and that the closures of 
Jewish agency offices are part of the past,” Rabbi Pinchas 
Goldschmidt said. 

Rabbi Goldschmidt said a decision by the Russian gov- 
ernment not to revoke the visa of the head of the Jewish 
agency office in Rostov-on-Don made him hopeful that the 
agency would be allowed to continue operating. 

He said the Russian government last Wednesday had told 
the head of the office, Rosa Bents vi, that her visa was being 
revoked. But two days later, the visa was returned, which 
means the Jewish Agency office in Rostov-on-Don will 
remain open, he said 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian authorities 
released leading human 
rights campaigner lyad Sar- 
ny overnight, rune days 
after he was detained for 
harshly criticising Yasser 
Arafat and his self-nile 
government in a New York 
Times interview, relatives 
said Monday. 

Dr. Sanraj returned home 
late in the night, three days 
after offering an apology 
for his remarks in an open 
letter to Mr. Arafat, presi- 
dent of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

Dr. Sarraj, a psychiatrist 
and head of the Palestinian 
Independent Commission 
for Citizens’ Rights, was 
arrested on May 18 at bis 
Gaza City- home p/after 
telling the New- Yoric-Times 
that Palestinians were^suf- 
fering “an overwhelming 
sense of fear” 

“The regime is corrupt, 
dictatorial and oppressive,” 
he said in the interview. 

In the open letter to Mr 
Arafat published in die 
Palestinian press Friday, 
Dr Sarraj said that “despite 
differences in political 
interpretation” he had not 
meant to attack Mr Arafat 
ot any other Palestinian 
official personally. 

“If due to my last state- 
ments to the medial caused 
personal pain, I apologise 


for that,” he wrote. 

Dr. Sarraj went on to deny 
charges that he had been 
harsher with the Palestinian 
National Authority than he 
had been over Israeli abus- 
es during the occupation 
and noted that he had 
actively helped Mr. Arafat’s 
Fateh militants during the 
1987-1994 intifada against 
Israeli rule. 

He pointed to a major 
study he had done of torture 
in Israeli prisons and to his 
work with Palestinian chil- 
dren traumatised by die 
intifada conflict. 

“The article published in 
the New York Times news- 
paper by journalist and 
writer Anthony Lewis isjhe 
sole - responsibility of its 
author?* his letter said.- - 
'* “Nothing I expressed was 
meant to barm our people 
or our national authority 
and anything reported by 
the press which contradicts 
this will be considered 
incitement.” 

It was impossible to 
determine whether Dr Sar- 
raj wrote the letter freely or 
under duress. 

International and Pales- 
tinian human rights organi- 
sations had condemned Dr. 
Sarny’s arrest and demand- 
ed he be freed. 


New Afghan peace envoy could be a German 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A 
German diplomat may suc- 
ceed United Nations special 
peace envoy for 
Afghanistan Mahmoud 
Mestiri, who has resigned 
on health grounds, Pak- 
istani Foreign Minister 
Aasef Ahmad Ali said on 
Sunday. 

He told reporters that 
Islamabad would cooperate 
with the new envoy as it did 
with Mr. Mestiri’s failed 
efforts to bring peace to 
Pakistan’s war-shattered 
neighbour. 

“We believe some Ger- 
man diplomat is being 
nominated for this (job),” 


Mr. Ali said But be did not 
give the diplomat’s name . 

Asked if be had confirma- 
tion of news reports that 
quoted U.N. officials as 
saying that Mr. Mestiri, a 
former Tunisian foreign 
minister, had resigned, Mr. 
Ali said: “We understand 
that it has been confirmed” 
He defended Mr. Mestiri 
against critics who say be 
foiled to bring warring 
Afghan factions to the con- 
ference table. The blame 
actually lies on the Afghan 
leadership, be said 
“It is unfortunate that for 
different reasons, his 
(Mestiri’s) mission was not 


completely successful,” Mr. 
Ali said 

“But it was not a failure 
either because the less 
known U.N. operations are 
very much in place,” he 
added 

“However; it must be 
indeed very disappointing 
for Ml Mestiri to go back 
without the solution of the 
whole Afghan problem. But 
then other U.N. representa- 
tives too did not have any 
success. 

“So rather than seeing as 
a failure of Mr. Mestiri’s 
mission, my reaction to it is 
that it is a failure of the 
Afghan leadership. Why 


should we heap the blame 
on the wrong person? I 
think the blame should be 
heaped on the people, who 
are directly responsible ” 

Ml Ali said Pakistan did 
“everything in our power” 
to help Ml Mestiri’s mis- 
sion since he took the job in 
early 1994, adding: *T don’t 
think be has anything to 
complain about Pakistan’s 
role or Pakistan’s support 
for him.” 

He said Pakistan would 
cooperate with any new 
envoy to be appointed by 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. 
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ESCWA plans special Lebanon mission 

AMMAN (UNIS) — Economic and Social ConnmSsian 

Sr-HSS 

Sr-g ^ S nnltoy 

The team, composed of technical staff Nations, 

ons department and agencies of foe Urnted NMOM, 

beganite^rion on May 27, m respo^® 

AsSbly Resolution A/5(V22C on foe sitii^onmffie 

Middle East, the Israeli mifitery aitacfo 

and their consequences,” wUd 

tary-General Bounos Ghah to dispatch such a team to 

Lebanon. The secretary : general aligned 

in the technical mission to ESCWA “ ^3. . , 

ESCWA’s Dr. Beblawi to form and lead foe te^L Tte 11- 

member team will prepare its report within one month. 

League wants to build Gaza university 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab League is calling onits mem- 
bers to finance an “Arab university ofPalestme in Gaza 
City, a senior league official said Sunday. “The Arab 
League will sponsor the construction ( °f “ 
si^of Palestine in Gaza City” which will be buflt JVith 
collective Arab participation to create a new generation 
of competent Palestinian professionals, said Said 
Kamal, league deputy secretary general wife i responsi- 


“President Yasser Arafot has already chosen the site m 
Gaza City,” and “the World Bank and several other 
international organisations have expressed an interest in 
contributing to iL" He gave no indication of how much 
the project would cost 

Head of Tunisian office arrives in Israel 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The bead of the Tunisian interests 
office due to open in Tel. Aviv in foe next few days 
arrived in Israel on Sunday, the foreign ministry said. 
Hamayas Djinani's arrival in the Jewish state came 10 
days after an official Tunisian delegation visited Tel 
Aviv to look for suitable premises for the office. The two 
countries do not have full diplomatic relations but decid- 
ed last year to open interests offices in Tel Aviv and 
Tunis. Tbe Israeli representative in Tunis, Shalom Cohen, 
took up his post in mid- April. 

Fflipina maid allegedly raped in UAE 

DUBAI (AP) — A Filipina housemaid was allegedly 
raped in foe United Arab Emirates (UAE), where another 
maid is in jail for killing her employer during an alleged 
sexual assault The English-language Khaleej Times 
reported foe incident Sunday, but did not identify the 39- 
year-old victim by name. The Philippines embassy in 
Abu Dhabi confirmed the newspaper report, but would 
not give further details. The newspaper quoted the 
woman, who worked in the emirate of Fujairah, as saying 
she was washing her employer’s car when two men 
a^jr cached and dragged her away. One latex-raped her. 
the newspaper reported. ItfS^id one suspect had been 
arrested, and the Filipina was being sheltered by thd 
Philippines embassy in Abu Dhabi. "This case is very 
personal for foe girl and in tbe absence of any instructions 
from her, we cannot provide any details,” and embassy 
official told tbe Associated Press. 

Weizman ‘sorry’ to see women In combat 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s president said Sunday be 
was sorry that the supreme court had ruled women could 
perfbnn combat duties in foe military. “Just as you don’t 
see girls running after tbe ball together with foe men” in 
professional sports, “in foe combat units there is no place 
for combatant women,” Ezer Weizman told soldiers dur-g ■ 
mg a visit to a base. Mr. Weizman once told Alice*' 
Miller, foe woman whose application to train as a pilot 
resulted in foe supreme court’s ruling last year to allow 
women in combat, that she should seek her future else- 
where. “Listen, missy, have you ever seen a young man 
dam socks?” he told hen “My opinion is unchanged, but 
the supreme court decided otherwise,” Ml We izman said 
Sunday, according to army radio, adding that be thought 
combat flying was too exhausting and stressful for 
women pilots. 

Quake jolts southern Iranian town 

TEHRAN (AP) — A moderate earthquake jolted a town in 
southern Fars province for the second time in two days, the 
Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported Sunday. 

The official agency said the tremor, with a preliminary 
magn itude of 4.8, hit the town of Khonj on Saturday at 
9.33 pjil( 1803 GMT). It did not report any injuries or 
damage. On Friday, a relatively strong earthquake with s 

?¥ mta 5? 5A ^ Khoa i’ about 800 kilometres south of 
Tehran. Nearly 20 people were injured and several houses 
m the town’s old quarter were damaged in that quake, 
IRNA reported. Iran is earthquake prone, with widespread 
tremors occurring almost weekly in various parts of the' 
country. A quake of magnitude 4 can cause moderate dam- 
age and a magnitude 5, considerable damage. 
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£ bba *s 100/40 

S™ 

Cauliflowei 2Oyi30 

^®* mb cni (targe) 1S0/I00 

tueumbcn (small) 210/150 

200/ 130' 



Gartw (grccnj 2 W» 

mon 600/250 

Morrow (large) 17QM00 

"“rtowsrrtali) 250/ 170 

Mulukhiath 1.230/150 

Onion (dxy) I 2 V 80 

350/250 

j^foics 650/450 

^PPWpKR) 240/ 160 

^Ppcr (sweet) 250/160 

Poiaio 230/120 

Siring Beans .”"”"""“."450 / 3# 

Tomato 220/150 I 

Water melon ..,.....]""J!""i60/ 140 
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Rfinistor of Tourism Saleh Irsheidat Monday meets with his Palestinian - N ational 
Authority counterpart Elias Freij who is in Amman on an official visit (Petra photo) 

Jordan, PNA look into tourism 
promotion cooperation 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Coop- 
eration between Jordan and 
die Palestine self-rule areas 
in tourism and prospects for 
lannching joint marketing 
of tourist attractions were at 
the heart of discussions 
Monday between Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Saleh Irsbeidat and his 
Palestinian counterpart 
Elias Freij. 

Speaking at the meeting 
Mr. Freij said he hoped his 
country will learn from Jor- 
dan's experience and exper- 
tise in hotel training and 
tourist services. 

Referring to tourism in 
Palestine. Mr. Freij said 
that he expected more than 
one and a half million 
tourists to visit the self-rule 
areas of Palestine this year, 
adding that his ministry 
was drawing up plans for 
further boosting the tourism 
industry. 

_ . He saidtourist guides are 
. being, trained and tomdSfr 
police are being recruited to 
7 help promote the towfttn- 
sector in Palestine. 


Dr. Irsheidat reviewed 
Jordan's tourism plans and 
plans for attracting invest- 
ments in hotels and other 
tourist projects in the King- 
dom pointing out that sev- 
eral hotels are being con- 
structed in Petra, at the 
Dead Sea and in Amman. 

He said the ministry has 
prepared integrated plans 
for developing tourism not- 
ing that so far Jordan has 
8,800 hotel rooms but still 
needs more than 20.000 
others to cope with the 
increase in the number of 
tourists. 

Later in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Dr. Irsheidat said the 
tourism sector bas been 
experienced a revival fol- 
lowing the signing of the 
peace treaty with Israel in 
1994. 

The increases exceeded 
all expectations, and in the 
past- year, visitors to -Jordan 
rose by 25 per cent over 
1994, -earning the country 
about $733 million,** said 
Dr. Irsbeidat. 


He said indications are 
that the increases will con- 
tinue for several years and 
therefore further efforts at 
improving and expanding 
facilities to cater to tourists 
needs are necessary. 

One of the main features 
of the ministry's plan to 
boost tourism, said Dr. 
Irsheidat. is the start of cre- 
ating tourist offices abroad 
in Japan, Europe, the Amer- 
icas and the Far East. 

The ministry, added Dr. 
Irsbeidat is now planning 
to develop institutions 
offering vocational training 
in serving tourists and 
increasing the efficiency of 
tourist resthouses and other 
centres. 

Referring to government 
laws on protection of antiq- 
uities and artefacts, the 
minister said that a spe- 
cialised. , committee,.-,. fras 
finalised ’ a on 

penalty $ be.'ipipa^q^on 

-those stealing- or-tilegally 
trading m antiquities. 


House speaker to visit Qatar next week 

Discussions to centre on Arab solidarity ; cooperation 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament Saad Hayel Srour 
Monday announced that he 
.'will make an official visit to 
-«y Qatar on June 3 to discuss 
•r several issues of concern to 
Jordan and the Gulf state, 
ways to end the differences 
among Arab countries and 
inter-Arab parliamentary 
cooperation. 

Mr. Srour said the visit 
comes close on the heels of 
an Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU) meeting held in Dam- 
ascus last week, attended by 
representatives of various 
- Arab parliaments. He said 
the trip to Qatar would pro- 
mote J or danian-Q atari coop- 
eration in highlighting Arab 



Sa’ad Hayel Srour 

issues at various regional and 
international parliamentary 
forums. 

Mr. Srour, who was invited 
by Speaker of the Qatari 
Shura Council Mohammad 


Khalifi, said the visit is part 
of Qatari and Jordanian 
endeavours to bolster soli- 
darity in the Arab World and 
serve Arab causes- 

"We look forward, as par- 
liamentarians from Jordan, to 
further dialogues and meet- 
ings with other Arab parlia- 
mentarians for the sake of 
reviving joint Arab action 
vis-a-vis issues facing the 
nation,** he added. 

Mr. Srour lauded the Qatari 
leadership for its continued 
drive to restore solidarity 
among the Arab states. 

The House Speaker will be 
accompanied on the three- 
day visit by Deputies Ibra- 
him Kilani, Mohammad 
Huneiti and Ali Shatti. 


European parliamentarians say Jordan 
can play bridging role with EU states 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ingo 
Fredrich, head of a delega- 
tion on the Mashreq coun- 
tries and the Gulf states 
from the European Parlia- 
ment currently on a visit to 
Joidan, Monday voiced 
Europe’s backing for Jor- 
dan’s endeavours to con- 
clude a partnership with the 
EU this year and said Jor- 
dan can serve as a bridge of 
cooperation between 
Europe and the Arab World. 

Speaking after a meeting 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Mr. 
Fredrich said that the EU 
sand Jordan were expected 
to hold a final round of 
talks on the partnership 
question in June and could 
conclude an agreement in 
July paving the ground for 
further bolstering Jordanian 
EU economic cooperation. 

Referring to the Middle 
East question, Mr. Fredrich 
said he discussed the issue 
with the Prime Minister and 
voiced Europe's absolute 
support for Jordan's 
endeavours for a lasting 
and comprehensive peace 
in the region. 

The Jordan News Agency, 


Petra, said Ml Kabariti. 
Ml Fredrich and his 
accompanying delegation 
discussed EU-Jordaniao 
relations in general and 
ways to strengthen bilateral 
relations in parliamentary 
and economic fields in par- 
ticular. 

The prime minister also 
reviewed with the EU dele- 
gation tiie latest develop- 
ments in tbe region and 
issues of common concern 
to both sides. 

Earlier Mr. Fredrich met 
with Speaker of tbe Lower 
House of Parliament Saad 
Hayel Sioui and listened to 
a briefing on Jordan's par- 
liamentary life and the 
developments in the Middle 
East and the peace process. 

Mr. Srour also discussed 
the situation in Lebanon 
following Israel's latest 
attacks on souther Lebanon, 
describing them as negative 
elements affecting the 
peace process. 

He voiced tbe Jordanian 
parliament's intent to main- 
tain a dialogue with the 
European parliamentarians. 

Several Jordanian parlia- 
ment members were pre- 



House Speaker Saad Hayel Srour Monday meets with a delegation on relations with 
Mashreq countries and the Gulf states from the European Parliament (Petra photo) 


sent at the meeting along 
with the EU delegation. 

The EU delegation later 
met with Speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Lawzi and said 


Europe is eager to help this 
region develop and to see 
peace prevail. 

Mr. Fredrich reviewed the 
developments in the Middle 
East and listened to a brief- 


ing on the process of 
democracy in the Kingdom 
and calls for increased 
cooperation between the 
European and Jordanian 
parliaments. 


Khleifat 
meets with 
visiting 
British MPs 


Amman (Petra) — Minister 
of Interior Awad Khleifat 
received at his office a del- 
egation from Britain’s 
House of Commons and 
briefed the deputies on the 
ministry's duties and the 
legislation which licences 
polithfahpartkS hi Jordan. : 

Thfc i ^e^ed < ^017 

dajpf v f ofe : in : dffenng seri- 
vfliS4- v -'to- the Palestinian 
refugee camps and said: 
“The government extends 
assistance to our brethren in 
tbe camps, and this in turn 
increases the toll on the 
government” 

Mr. Khleifat stressed Jor- 
dan’s interest in establish- 
ing reform and rehabilita- 
tion centres for framer con- 
victs but added that there 
was no organised crime in 
Jordan “because foe Jor- 
danian society is free of 
gangs.” 

Attending the meeting 
was Deputy Fawzi 
Tueimeh. 

Tbe British delegation 
also visited the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) and 
met RSS President Hani 
MulJd who briefed the 
group on the duties and foe 
services carded out at foe 
society in its various fields 
to help the Jordanian soci- 
ety to rely on its own exper- 
tise. 
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Ruling on SSC indemnities draws light on need 
to amend Labour Law, say officials, unions 

employee of Jordan Elec- 


By Mervat Suwadeh 

Special to The Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A court rul- 
ing Sunday, that the 
Social Security Corpora- 
tion (SSC) is not responsi- 
ble for offering end-of- 
service indemnities to foe 
corporation’s beneficia- 
ries, is in line with the 
Social Security Law but 
underlines the need for 
change in the Labour 
Law, officials arid union- 
ists said on Monday. 

Tbe ruling is just," 
said Zayed Radaideh, a 
lawyer representing the 
Social Security Corpora- 
tion in court 

“The corporation’s law 
stipulates that the SSC 
should pay pension 
according to the period in 
which the beneficiary was 
covered by foe SSC and 
not before,” he told foe 
Jordan Times. 

Sunday’s court decision 
revoked a ruling that was 
taken by foe Court of First 
Instance that obliged foe 
SSC to pay end-of-service 
compensation for an 


trie Power Company who 
subscribed to foe SSC in 
mid-80s after more than 
20 years in service. 

The ruling aroused fears 
then of opening foe way 
for tens of thousands of 
applications for similar 
payments amounting to 
tens of millions of dinars 
from foe state-owned cor- 
poration. 

Minister of Labour 
Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh _ 
said that under tbe labour 
law, only employees who 
are not covered by foe 
SSC are eligible for com- 
pensation upon retire- 
ment, and that such com- 
pensation should be pro- 
vided by the employer. 

“In the case of foe 
Electric Company 

employee, foe company 
is obliged to pay end-of- 
employment benefits for 
the years the employees 
worked for the company,” 
Mr. Shakhanbeh told The 
Jordan Times. 

Khaled Shureim. presi- 
dent of foe Federation of 


Labour Unions, said that 
although foe ruling was in 
line with the law, it high- 
lighted the need for 
immediate amendments 
in both foe Labour and 
foe SSC laws. 

“The end-of-eraploy- 
ment compensation is the 
right of every Jordanian 
worker, but it is the 
responsibility of the 
employers rather than foe 
SSC,” Mr. Shuriem 
argued. 

He said subscription to 
foe SSC is taken as a pre- 
text by employers to shirk 
their responsibilities 
towards their employees 
and not provide them any 
compensation — this 
issue, he said, should be 
addressed by a new labour 
law. 

'* Furthermore, many 
employers try to avoid 
subscribing to the SSC. 
and we estimate that 
around 200,000 workers 
are not covered by the 
SSC” Mr. Shuriem said. 
‘*The SSC should apply 
tighter control on the 



Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 


different 


country’s 
firms.” he added. 


Hundreds 
of workers 


of thousand 
in foe coun- 


try’s 900,00-strong labour 
subscribers 


force are 

foe SSC 


which 


to 
started 


operating in 1980. 


The SSC offers monthly 
pensions or lumpsum set- 
tlements to beneficiaries 
upon retirement 


2,800 government doctors stage strike 

Cabinet promises to study JMA demands — Bataineh 


By Rana Hussein) 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At least 2,800 
government physicians 
around tbe Kingdom 
stopped work for two hours 
in all government medical 
institutions to show their 
dissatisfaction with what 
they see as the government 
not meeting their demands 
fra professional rights and 


Agency, Petra, reported. 

According to Dr. Hijazi, 
the strike was held in all 
government institutions 
during regular working 
hours (between 10 a.m. and 
12 noon) in a bid to pres- 
sure the government to 
improve their working con- 
ditions. 

The strike period will 
increase exponentially until 
all the demands are met’ by 
’benefits -pquaf'ro foeirjpri--.' » the - go veiyii^eBt,- ^ - Jondaii 
vaie~ seder counterparts. 1 " Medical Assignation Presi^ 
‘‘We. jto pot like strikes^,. ;pent Bass^m bad 

told the Jordan Times one 


‘and" we' nre not against the 
people because we are from 
and with people. All we 
want is attention because 
we are being treated unjust- 
ly,” Ra’ed Hijazi, an obste- 
trician at A1 Bashir Hospital 
in Amman said. 

Minister of Health Aref 
Bataineh, who met with 
around 150 striking physi- 
cians at A1 Bashir, said he 
received assurances from 
the government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti that tbe doctor's 
demands would be studied. 

Dr. Bataineh asked foe 
strikers to abandon their 
work stoppage to serve 
needy patients, adding 
again that the government 
will study carefully their 
demands, the Jordan News 


day before the strike. 

The demands include 
improving the financial sta- 
tus and scientific levels of 
the government doctors and 
allowing them to operate 
private clinics after work- 
ing hours. 

According to Dr. Hijazi, a 
member of the committee 
of tbe governmental doc- 
tors, these physicians have, 
since 1992, attempted to 
obtain equality with their 
colleagues in other private 
and military health care 
institutions. 

“We have received 
promises from previous 
governments that things 
will change and we will be 
accommodated, but until 
dow we have not,” he 


added. 

The strike, which was 
organised by foe Jordan 
Medical Association (JMA) 
and the Committee of Gov- 
ernmental Doctors, was 
launched after negotiations 
with government' officials 
failed to reach a solution. 

The strike, which will 
resume on Wednesday four 
hours, say the strikers, will 
not affect services in the 
emergency and obstetrics 
units of foe healthd(& jatfU- 
ides involved. 

An official at Princess 
Basma told the Jordan 
Times that about 70 doctors 
left their clinics at the hos- 
pital, went outdoors and sat 
in the street in protest. 

The source added that the 
doctors dealt with emer- 
gency and maternity cases, 
and resumed their regular 
work at 12 noon. 

According to Dr. Hijazi, 
the strike was nation-wide, 
and doctors in all govern- 
ment institutions participat- 
ed. 

“We are hoping to receive 
a written commitment from 
government officials in 
which they fulfill their 
promises and meet our 
demands,” Dr. Hijazi said. 

The president of the Jor- 
danian Nursing Association 


(JNA), Hashem Salameh, 
joined the striking physi- 
cians at A1 Bashir Hospital 
in “symbolic support for 
their colleagues.” 
According to Mr. 
Salameh, the JNA is plan- 
ning a similar protest in the 
coming few weeks 
“We would like to have a 
90 per cent raise, rather 
than 50 per cent raise, in 
addition to the regular 
salary we are, receiving and 
So ftir we have not received 
any assurances by the gov- 
ernment,” Mr. Salameh told 
the Jordan Times. 

In addition, he said that 
nurses are seeking financial 
incentives, which all physi- 
cians and doctors at gov- 
ernment institutes enjoy. 

He said that the around 
2,200 government nurses 
are expected to join in the 
strike in mid-June and will 
also start with a two-hour 
strike which “could later 
extend to days if our 
demands are not met by the 
government.” 

Mr. Salameh said the 
physicians’ and nurses' 
strikes were not planned 
together and “that it was a 
mere coincidence that the 
decision by both associa- 
tions to launch strikes was 
at the same time.” 


Abul Ragheb promotes 
establishment of pan-Arab 
economic organisation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Industry and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb Monday called 
ou the Arab countries to cre- 
ate what be called a pan Arab 
economic organisation 
through which the Arab pri- 
vate sector could play a lead- 
ing role in creating opportune 
investment climates. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a pan-Arab meeting 
entitled: Tbe Role Of The Pri- 
vate Sector In Developing 
Arab Countries' Economies, 
the minister said such an 
organisation could base its 
functions on a common part- 
nership among the Arab states 
and allow the private sector to 
take the lead in economic and 
trade matters. 

He said the organisation 
should also be able to pro- 
mote inter-Arab trade and 
increase the volume of 
exchanged goods and primary 
materials among the Arab 
states. 

“We are going through a 
very important stage in our 
economy witnessing deep 
rooted economic changes at 
the regional and international 
levels representing serious 
challenges.” said Mr. Abul 
Ragheb. 

He said the Arab states 
should reduce the restrictions 
on investments and create 


opportune investment cli- 
mates. allowing the free trans- 
fer of Arab capital. 

Chamber of Industry Presi- 
dent Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
addressed the opening session 
underlining the importance of 
mobilising the efforts of the 
Arab chambers of industry, 
agriculture and commerce to 
confront tbe challenges faring 
their nation and cope with 
economic developments. 

He said Arab governments 
are called on to allow the free 
flow of Arab capital and 
movement of investors within 
the Arab World and remove 
all obstacles and barriers 
impeding investments. 

Mr. Abu Hassan also 
demanded an immediate lift- 
ing of the UN embargo on 
Iraq to allow that country to 
participate in the development 
of the Arab World. 

His views were echoed by 
Haidar Murad, chairman of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce, 
who said joint Arab action has 
been lacking in economy mat- 
ters over the past 40 years. 

He said Arab governments 
were responsible for killing 
the Council of Arab Econom- 
ic Unity and the Arab Com- 
mon Market which should 
have served as catalysis for 
integrating- the Arab coun- 
tries’ economies. 


Royal Wings studies feasibility of 
launching flights to Gaza 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Wines expects to approach 
the Palestinian Civil Aviation 
Authority within two to three 
weeks about the possibility 
of commencing flights to 
Gaza, said Royal Wings 
Sales and Marketing Manag- 
er Araar Balkar. 

“We think there is great 
potential to add a new route 
to Gaza once the Palestinian 
Authority' and the Israelis 
sign an agreement on civil 
aviation,” he said. 

Royal Wings and its parent 
company Royal Jordanian 
are currently in the process 
of determining the feasibility 
of adding the destination to 
the Royal Wings schedule. 
Mr. Balkar expects that a fea- 
sibility study will be com- 
pleted within two months. 

“Our expectation is that we 
would fly five to seven times 
weekly,” be said. “But noth- 
ing has been finalised yet.” 
said Mr. Balkar. There is 
tremendous potential for that 
route, because we know that 
air travel is preferred to over- 
land travel between Amman 
and Gaza since people avoid 
a lot of time and hassle." 

He added that Royal Wings 
expects that it could achieve 
a seating factor of 70-75 per 
cent on an Amman-Gaza 
route, but that prices for the 
flight are not yet determined. 

The short-haul airline, a 
subsidiary of Royal Jordan- 


ian, began operations Febru- 
ary 10 with two daily flights 
from Amman to Aqaba, and 
in April added a five times 
weekly flight to Tel Aviv. 
Israel. 

To date, the airline has 
transported approximately 
17.000 passengers since it 
began operations, equivalent 
to a seating factor of 66 per 
cent. Its single aircraft — a 
50-sealer, Bombardier Dash 
8-300 — meets the demands 
of both scheduled routes as 
well as other occasional 
unscheduled flights. 

Mr. Balkar said the single 
aircraft would be able to 
accommodate an additional 
route, and added that the 
craft is now under-utilised. 
“The craft is only used five 
hours per day,” he said, “and 
we could use it at least seven, 
which would be a better util- 
isation of the craft.” 

“There is always the option 
of adding a craft.” he said. 
“We prefer another craft, but 
not until we add more new 
routes.” 

He said that Royal Wings 
and Royal Jordanian are cur- 
rently negotiating to add 
Alexandria. Egypt and 
Tabouq. Saudi Arabia to its 
list of destinations. 

Future plans also include 
operating regional flights to 
Beirut. Damascus. Larnaca. 
Ghardaqa and Al Sheikh. 
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Albania’s ruling Democrats 


claims majority in election 


TIRANA (R) — Albania's ruling Democratic Party said 
Monday it was confident of capturing more than 60 per cent 
of the vote in a general election branded by the opposition 
as a travesty of democracy. 

*i am sure that...the Democratic Party has won across die 
country... more than 60 percent of the national vote,” senior 
Democratic Party official Mirush Mati told Albanian 
Television. 

Albanian Television news said no results were expected 
from the Central Electoral Commission until later Monday 


mornmg. 

The Socialists, reformed successors of the hardline 
Communist Parry that ruled Albania for nearly half a centu- 
ry. and eight other opposition parties announced midway 
through the voting Sunday that they were pulling oul 

They complained of harassment by the police and the 
Democratic Party of pro-Western president Sali Berisha. 

But Electoral Committee Chairman Edrair Kapidani 
seemed unconcerned, saying: “Besides a few isolated inci- 
dents which we have dealt with, the election went normal- 
ly." 

Socialist deputy leader Servet Pellumbi told a news con- 
ference: “Our decision to denounce this election farce 
orchestrated by Berisha is justified. This is a violation of 
human rights and freedoms." 

Thousands of Democratic Party supporters celebrated 
into the night, hanging out of cars, trucks and buses in a vic- 
tory parade around the central Skanderbeg Square. 

"It s the best celebration since we got rid of the dictators," 
said pensioner Naim Duka, “the Democrats had to win this 
election to put the final nail in the coffin of the left" 

A buoyant Berisha said he was not surprised by the elec- 
tion boycott, saying the opposition parties had pulled out 
because they were staring heavy defeat in the,face. 

“I consider their defeat, their political suicide, the greatest 
victory for Albania.” Mr. Berisha told Reuters. 

He said he believed his pro-market party had done better 
than the 62 per cent of the vote it won in the last general 
election in 1992. Voter turnout was expected to be over 80 
per cent. 

A huge Democrat victory in the third free nationwide poll 
since the Communist government was ousted in December 
1990. would surpass most expectations by Western political 


analysts and diplomats who had predicted a closer race. 

Albania's 2.2 eligible voters were voting to elect mem- 
bers to the 140-seat parliament 

The main opposition Socialists, the centre-right 
Democratic Alliance, the centre-left Social Democrats and 
far-right Democratic Party of the Right said they had with- 
drawn their candidates. Five smaller parties not represented 
in the outgoing parliament did likewise. 

Socialist Party spokesman Kastriot Islami alleged that 
voting had taken place in “a climate of terror", telling a 
hastily-called news conference; “We do not recognise the 
result of the elections whatever it is.” 

Mr. Islami said police officers and members of the secret 
police bad beaten and harassed opposition candidates and 
election officials. The Socialist Party urged the Electoral 
Committee and the Constitutional Court to declare the elec- 
tion invalid. 

Two European Union observers said Monday they had 
seen many irregularities in the Albanian general election. 

Therese Boutsen, president of the Belgian Young 
Socialists, spoke of “pressure and intimidation measures 
exerted by police ag ains t opposition members and support- 
ers" in a statement released in Tirana and quoted by the 
Belga News Agency. 

Some of the militants had sustained broken noses and ribs 
in confrontations with police, she was quoted as saying. 

The U.S.-based Society for Democratic Culture also said 
Sunday that some incidents of threats and violence had 
occurred during the election. 

Belga also quoted French Socialist Jean-Francois Vallin, 
secretary-general of the Socialist group in the European 
Parliament, as saying that the election had been unfair due 
in part to the absence of opposition members in the com- 
missions set up to control the transparency of the vote. 

Ms. Boutsen and Mr. Vallin are among some 400 
observers sent by the European Union and the Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to monitor 
the election across Europe’s poorest nation. 

“Any administrative court in France would have annulled 
the election in the constituencies (where irregularities were 
observed) for less than that," Mr. Vallin was quoted as say- 
ing. 


Taiwan eases visits by China experts 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan's top agency for 
China policy eased a ban on visits by 
experts from rival China in a bid to mend 
soured relations, an official said Monday. 

“Despite gloomy relations across the 
Taiwan StraiL our opening policy towards 
the mainland remains unchanged," said 
Kao Koong-Lian. spokesman for the cabi- 
net-level Mainland Affairs Council. 

“It shows our goodwill to improve rela- 
tions with the mainland," Mr. Kao said in a 
broadcast on state-funded radio. 

The council decision gives a go-ahead for 
visits to Taiwairb>~ mainland experts tit the 
legal, properw. construction and media sec- 
tors. Mr. Kaosaid. 

The decision also allows Taiwan's state- 
run firms to import parts and semi-finished 
goods from the mainland without having to 
report the transactions to Taiwan authori- 
ties, he said. 

Taiwan now allows visits by mainland 
economic, agricultural, cultural and educa- 
tional, financial, and environmental prote- 
cion professionals. 

Taiwan and China have been rivals since 
the end of the Chinese Civil War in 1949. 
Beijing claims Taiwan as a rebel province. 


Contacts across the Taiwan Strait were 
strictly banned before a political thaw 
begun in the late 1980s opened the door to 
huge flows of Taiwan people and capital 
into the mainland. 

Visits by Taiwanese to the m ainl and num- 
ber in the millions every year, while main- 
landers visiting Taiwan, where many 
restrictions still apply, number only in the 
tens of thousands. 

Relations have soured badly in the past 
year due to Beijing’s suspicions that an 
increasingly democratic Taiwan is moving 
toward independence and. away from - its' 
longstanding support for eventual reunifica- 
tion with the mainland. 

Strains peaked with China’s launching of 
military exercises near Taiwan in the tun-up 
to the island’s historic March presidential 
election in what Beijing acknowledged was 
a bid to intimidaie voters against indepen- 
dence. 

Interior Minister Huang Kun-Hui said in 
parliament Monday that Taipei does not 
rule out the possibility of resuming talks 
with Beijing about overlapping territorial 
waters. 


| .SRINAGAR^. India. (RX — 
Tight security blanketed 
Srinagar, summer capital of 
troubled Jammu and 
Kashmir state, Monday as 
separatist rebels launched 
four days of strikes ahead 
of the final phase of India’s 
general elections. 

Officials said about 
60.000 troops — four times 
the usual strength — had 
been posted in and around 
Srinagar. 

“We are content with the 


Senior Chinese official freed from Jail 


BEIJING (R) — China said Monday it had 
released Bao Tong, the only senior official 
jailed for backing the 1989 student pro- 
democracy demonstrations, but his family 
said he had disappeared. 

The official Xinhua News Agency 
announced Mr. Bao’s release after a seven- 
year jail term, but gave no details of the 
whereabouts of the 63-year-old aide to top- 
pled Communist Party chief Zhao Ziyang. 

Mr. Bao’s release came a week before the 
seventh anniversary of the student-led pro- 
democracy protests, crushed by the army on 
June 4. 1989. with heavy loss of life. 

The family was sceptical about his 
release. “We have trouble finding him." his 
son Bao Puliu said by telephone. 

“We don’t know who has custody. He is 
not home. It appears he has disappeared." 
the younger Bao said. 

The family has been under surveillance in 
recent days. 

Security was tight in and around the west- 
ern Beijing apartment building where the 
Baos live. Foreign reporters were barred 
from the site. 

Xinhua said Mr. Bao would be denied his 
political rights for two years, meaning he 
cannot speak to foreign reporters. 

The agency said Mr. Bao was in good 
health after receiving medical care for a 
range of ailments. 

His family said he had jaw and neck ail- 
ments and intestinal polyps that required six 
operations, as well as swollen lymph nodes 
that could indicate cancer. He had spent 
much of the past two years in a prison hos- 
pital. 

Diplomats said Mr. Bao's release would 
be a source of anxiety for China’s leaders 
who must fear he may reveal details of his 
close association with the secretive dealings 
of the highest party echelons in the run-up 
to the 1989 crackdown. 

Previously when the prison terms of some 
political prisoners ended, they were taken 
outside Beijing, away from the media atten- 
tion they would receive in the Chinese cap- 
ital. 

The end of Bao's sentence could hardly 
have come at a more sensitive time for 
China’s security apparatus, diplomats said. 

Police. nervous that the June 4 anniver- 
sary could trigger commemorative activi- 
ties or unrest, detain dissidents and place 
political activists and foreign reporters 
under tight surveillance each May. 

Mr. Bao was taken into custody on May 


29. 1989, just days before Beijing sent 
tanks and troops into Tiananmen Square to 
crush five weeks of student demonstrations. 

“If (the authorities) can do things accord- 
ing to the law and release him as scheduled, 
ril be very happy,” Mr. Bao’s wife. Jiang 
Zongcao. said in a recent interview. 

“I hope he’ll be released immediately," 
Mrs. Jiang said. “My family and I miss him 
very much. 

“In the past seven years, days wore on 
like years,” said Mrs. Jiang, who had kept a 
calendar counting down the days to Mr. 
Bao’s release. “We long for (his) freedom. 
We long for our new life." 

Sentenced to seven years in prison in July 
1992. Mr. Bao is the most high-ranking 
Communist Party official to be imprisoned 
for his alleged role in the protests. 

Mr. Bao, former secretary to the ruling 
party's omnipotent politburo Standing 
Committee, was convicted of leaking state 
secrets, counter-revolutionary propaganda 
and incitement 

The court verdict gave no details of his 
actions, based on a conversation with an 
associate on May 17. 1989, but they are 
believed to relate to the declaration of mar- 
tial law in Beijing on May 20 of which the 
students had advance warning. 

Mr. Bao was held in solitary confinement 
for most of his sentence. 

While Mr. Bao was jailed, his mentor and 
political patron, reformist party chief Zhao, 
has lived under virtual house arrest in a 
home with a courtyard in central Beijing. 

Mr. Zhao dropped from public view - on 
May 19. 1989, when he visited students 
occupying Tiananmen Square and 
beseeched their leaders to end the protests. 
He was formally sacked weeks later. 

Later Monday, a family member said 
Chinese police are holding Mr. Bao under 
virtual house arrest until after the June 4 
anniversary' of the suppression of the move- 
mem. 

’They are holding him at a bungalow out- 
side Beijing... Because of June 4.” his 
daughter, Bao Jian, said by telephone. 

She said her father, released from jail 
Monday after serving a seven-year jail term 
for “counter-revolutionary incitement" and 
leaking state secrets, had been moved to a 
bouse in the western hills, a popular holiday 
area of hills and woods outside Beijing. 

"They said that he would be held for eight 
to 10 more days before he can go home." 
she said. 


Security 
tightened 
in Kashmir 


capital 
ahead of 


elections 


security arrangements, it 
looks adequate.” a senior 
police official said. He said 
police bad detained more 
than 100 people as a pre- 
cautionary measure. 

The run-up to the elec- 
tions has been marred by 
weekend protests in which 
six people died and more 
than 70 were injured. 

Separatist guerrillas, 
fighting for a merger with 
neighbouring Pakistan or 
an independent homeland, 
called the strike as pan of a 
campaign to boycott 
Thursday’s elections. 

Elections are taking place 
for the first time in the state 
since a separatist rebellion 
broke out in 1990, in which 
police and hospitals say 
more than 20,000 people 
have died. 

Most shops remained 
shut Monday and few vehi- 
cles were on the streets. 
Residents said the closure 
was more out of fear than 
support for the Harkat-Ul- 
Momineen rebel group, 
which called the day-long 
strike. Indian authorities 
say the group is backed by 
Pakistan. 

A three-day strike by the 
All Parties Hurriyat (Free- 
dom) Conference is sched- 
uled to begin Tuesday. 

Monday’s strike ham- 
pered campaigning by can- 
didates, who moved around 
in bullet-proof jeeps ringed 
by security forces. Cam- 
paigning for the polls ends 
Tuesday. 

While villagers outside 
the city of Srinagar told 
Reuters they were keen to 
vote, most urban residents 
said they were reluctant to 
cast their ballots and afraid 
security forces might force 
them to vote. 

“We are not keen to vote, 
because we have little faith 
in the elections," said a 
Srinagar doth merchant. 


President Sail Berisha (left) embraces Parliament President Pjeter Arbnori as party 
whip Tritan Shehn (right) looks on in the Democratic Party’s headquarters m the 
early morning hours Monday. Democratic Party officials said to be confident of cap- 
turing more than 60 per cent of the vote in a general election branded by the opposi- 
tion as a travesty of democracy. The Socialists and eight other opposition parties 
announced midway through the voting that they were pulling out (Reuter photo) 


Tanks leave Dhaka military barracks 


DHAKA (AFP) — Army tanks guarding 
Bangladesh’s army headquarters were with- 
drawn Monday and sent to nearby installa- 
tions, one week after an abortive military 
revolt, defence sources said. 

Meanwhile, the Defence Ministry sources 
said Monday that a “high-powered” mili- 
tary court of enquiry, set up to investigate 
the revolt, is to be headed by Major General 
Matiur Rahman, who has also been named 
the new chief of the Mymensingh Division. 

Other members of the five-member court 
all hold ranks of brigadiers, the Defence 
Ministry said. 

Defence sources said the tanks were with- 
drawn after the army chief. Major General 
Muh ammad Mahbubur Rahman, toured the 
troubled Bogra and Mymensingh Barracks, 
in northern Bangladesh, during die past two 
days. 

Witnesses said the number of tanks posi- 
tioned at the Dhaka Cantonment Barracks 
was the most seen in any coup attempt since 
the first putsch in 1975. 

The army headquarters, borne of Gen. 


Rahm an and where sacked army chief 
Lieutenant General Abu Saleh Muhammad 
Nasim is detained, was under guard by 
about a dozen tanks, the witnesses said. 

Entry to the area was also relaxed. 

The army chief held meetings with his 
officers and troops Monday in “darbais," or 
open sessions, explaining die actions of the 
rebel leaders as well as praising action 
taken by troops loyal to government, the 
sources said. 

He flew to Bogra and Mymensingh can- 
tonments, the scene of major revolts on 
May 20, Sunday and told the troops “you 
must rake a renewed vow to uphold the 
sanctity of the constitution and place 
national interest above everything." 

Gen. Nasim is accused of staging an 
abortive revolt on May 20. defying orders 
by President Abdur Rahman Biswas to 
force the retirement of two senior army 
officers. 

Mr. Biswas is also the defence minister 
and commander in chief of the armed 
forces. 


C. African rebels begin returning to 


barracks as tension drops in Bangui 


_ BANGUT (AFP) ^ Rebel soldiers m the' 


Central African Republic were returning to 
barracks Monday hr iemvoys protected by 
French troops. French military sources said, 
after the country’s former colonial master 
negotiated a peaceful end to a nine-day 
army rebellion. 

A high-ranking French officer told AFP 
the operation had begun during the night 
and would be completed by Monday 
evening. 

The soldiers agreed to return to a subur- 
ban barracks Sunday night after President 
Ange-Felix Patasse promised them 
amnesty, a breakthrough in the revolt 
sparked by an attempt to disarm troops who 
rebelled last month over unpaid wages. 

France sent in about 1,000 troops to prop 
up the Patasse regime and reinforce the 
2,400 soldiers it already has stationed there 
at what is one of Paris’ key military bases in 
Africa. 

Last week French soldiers fired into the 
air to protect their embassy after thousands 
of demonstrators shouting “death to the 
French" a move by French troops to prevent 
rebels from capturing the state radio station. 

Sunday’s agreement appeared to herald a 
return to normality in Bangui, devastated 
by looting and fighting between rebels and 
loyalist government troops. 

A number of city centre shops ransacked 
in the anarchy that followed the revolt 


. reopened Monday, notably a pharmacy and 
supermarket, and cigarette and bread ven- 
dors had begun setting up their stalls. 

In a sign of easing tensions, French para- 
troopers conducted foot patrols in down- 
town areas, and were no longer in combat 
dress or wearing flak jackets. 

The high-ranking French officer told AFP 
some of the rebels who had been located in 
the La Kouanga district near the central 
market were taken overnight to barracks at 
Point Kilometrique 12, 12 kilometres from 
the centre of Bangui on the road to 
Cameroon. 

He said rebel soldiers would be taken 
back to their barracks in small groups and 
not en masse. “We are going to treat them 
case by case, depending on the demand.” 

French paratroopers in La Kouanga said 
there were 80 rebel troops in the area before 
the. evacuation began. Others were located 
at the Kasai Military Barracks two kilome- 
tres outside Bangui. 

Sunday’s “technical arrangement” was 
reached in talks between rebel spokesmen 
and a French military mediator and accept- 
ed by Mr. Patasse, who pledged to grant the 
mutineers an amnesty. They were not 
ordered to surrender their weapons. 

Rebel spokesman Sergeant Cyriake 
Souke said Sunday his side had agreed to a 
“tactical retreat” 


India’s first BJP government 


totters on the brink of collapse 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India’s first Hindu 
nationalist government was on the brink of 
collapse Monday, as a determined opposi- 
tion declared its intention to oust it with a 
parliamentary vote of no-confidence. 

Opposition leaders pledged to topple 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s 
administration during a seven-hour debate 
expected to usher in the country’s second 
coalition government in a fortnight. 

’The nation has no confidence in this 
minority government,” said Sharad Pawar 
of the main opposition Congress (I) Party, 
which has joined forces with other opposi- 
tion parties to challenge the 12-day-old 
government. 

“This government will fall soon,” said 
Ramviias Paswan, a leader of the centrist 
Janata Dal (People’s Party), the main com- 
ponent in the United Front centrist alliance, 
which is poised to take power. 

The opposition leaders* comments came 
despite a fervent promise by Mr. Vajpayee 
to preserve India's secularism were his 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP, Indian People's Party) government 
allowed to stay in office. 

A sombre Vajpayee, who opened the 
debate in the Lok Sabha, or lower house, 
said his ruling coalition would remain wed- 
ded to secularism, denying it would estab- 
lish a theocratic state. 

“We are tied to the constitution’s secular 
principles ” Mr. Vajpayee. 69, said in an 
hour-long speech amid thumping of desks 
by MPs from the BJP and its four small 
allies. 


“India has always been a secular country, 
should be secular and there is no danger to 
secularism in this country," Mr. Vajpayee 
said in a bid to dent the chief criticism 
thrown at his pro-Hindu party. 

“We will never become theocratic like our 
neighbours, he added in a clear reference 
to Pakistan. 

Mr. Vajpayee said the BJP considered 
India’s 100-million-strong Muslim commu- 
nity as "brothers ” 

But Mr. Pawar and Mr. Paswan instisted 
the BJP was a Hindu communal party, say- 
ing the December 1992 destruction of a 
16th-century mosque by hordes of BJP sup- 
porters was an example of its anti-Muslim 
bias. 

The BJP and its allies command just 194 
MPs in the 545-seat Lok Sabha and are 
expected to Jose the make-or-break no-con- 
fidence motion, on which MPs will vote 
later Monday or Tuesday. 

Mr. Vajpayee condemned the combined 
opposition, which has more than 300 MP S 
for joining hands with the sole aim of top^ 
pling the BJP, asserting that the verdict of 
the April-May ballot was for his party. 

"The parties which have now ganged ud 
apinst the BJP government had fought the 
election against each other.” he said. 

There was no common progr amm e 
among them. And it is so even now " 

Mr. Vajpayee became India’s 10th prime 
^ms^ on May 16 after his party emerged 
S3J* s “S le lar Best share of die Lok 


Clapton saves his 
guitars from 
burning home 


if 
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LONDON (R) — British 
rock star Eric Claptotfs 
luxurious London resi- 
dence was damaged by fire 
at the weekend — but he 
managed to save his gui- 
tar's. “The first I knew 
about the fire was when I 
came back from a day out, 
opened the front door, and 
smoke billowed out,” the 
world-famous guitarist was 
quoted by newspapers as 
saying. “The first thing I 
did was grab my guitars. 
None of them was dam- 
aged, thank God.” No one 
was injured in Saturday 

night’s fire at the £1 mil- 
lion ($1.5 million) Mews 
House in London's Chelsea 
district, which was started 
by an electrical fault, 
police said. Tin absolutely 
gutted- There’s a lot of 
damage. The top floor of 
the house is almost gone.” 
Clapton said. 


Britain adds 
anti-road rage tips 0 
to driver manual 


LONDON (R) — Tips on 
keeping calm are to be 
included in a government 
manual for learner drivers 
after an outbreak of “road 
rage” in Britain including a 
roadside fatal stabbing, a 
newspaper said Sunday. A 
new edition of the High- 
way Code, which Britons 
preparing to take their dri- 
ving test must learn by 
rote, will include a section 
on “anti-confrontation,” 
the Sunday Times said. 
Only five years ago. British 
police thought the section 
was unnecessary because 
road rage was limited to 
America. But road rage has 
increased in Britain as car 0 
ownership has risen and the 
nation’s roads have be- 
come ever more crowded. 
Last week, a 21 -year-old 
man was stabbed to death 
in front of his teenage 
fiancee by another driver 
after an altercation at traf- 
fic-lights. 
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‘Heave your guns 
at home/ Israeli 
voters are told 
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TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
voters were urged Sunday 
to leave their guns at home 
when they cast ballots in 
national elections Wednes- 
day. “The Central Elections 
Committee appeals to the 
electorate to come to pol- 
ling stations without any^ 
weapons, bags or packages'^ 
— if possible," the group, 
overseeing the campaign 
and balloting, said in news- 
paper advertisements. Ma- 
ny Israelis, especially set- 
tlers in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, are 
licensed to carry weapons 
for self-defence. Israel is 
on a security alert, fearing 
Muslim militants might 
renew a campaign of sui- 
cide bombings to coincide 
with the poll. 
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U.K. teens stop 
eating beef 
— survey 


■■Mr 
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LONDON (R) — Nearly 
half of Britain's teenagers 
say they have stopped eat-^ 
ing beef because of the^* 
scare over mad cow dis- 
ease, a survey published 
Monday found. Of 430 
teenagers interviewed in 
England. Scotland and 
Wales, 47 per cent said 
they had stopped eating 
British beef and 70 per cent 
were worried about its 
safety. Four per cent said 
they had cut all meat from 
their diets. TTie poll, done 
for BBC Television, found 
that teenagers doubted go- 
vernment assurances dial 
the risk of contracting 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 
(CJD) from beef was 
extremely low. But 41 per 
cent of teenagers surveyed 
said they would carry on 
eating British beef regard- 
less. Figures released earli- 
er this month showed 
British beef consumption 
had rebounded to 85 p& 
cent of its level before the 
crisis over mad cow dis- 
ease- In March scientists 
identified a new strain of 
CJD that struck people 
under 40 — and half of the 
10 British victims were 
teenagers. 
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The cockpit voice recorder, a crucial piece of evidence that investigators hope will 
help explain what ignited a fire aboard Valujet Flight 592 is shown Sunday after it 
was polled out of the muddy Everglades (Renter photo) 

Investigators of U.S. Valujet 
crash to listen to cockpit tape 


MIAMI (R) — Investigators hoped to hear 
tfcejfinal words spoken by the crew of the 
doomed Valujet flight as it nose-dived into 
the Florida Everglades, killing all 110 
aboard. 

The DC-9’s cockpit voice recorder 
arrived in Washington, D.C., for analysis by 
federal air safety experts hours after it was 
■^pulled out of the swampy crash site near 
' Miami Sunday afternoon. 

“This is just one big part of the puzzle," 
said Greg Feith. lead investigator for the 
National Transportation Safety Board, as he 
hand-carried the box onto a commercial 
flight bound for Washington. 

“This is going to answer a lot of questions 
for,. $wtu&ai’s (only),, ^ ihe box was 
working properly and tb&.tppe was good," 
Mr. Feith added. j ' 

Investigators -hoped the recorder might 
indicate what role, if any, a cargo load of 
volatile oxygen generators and inflated air- 
line tires may have played in the May 1 1 
crash. The flammable items owned by 
Valujet were being transported in the for- 
ward cargo hold, just behind the cockpit. 

A melted seat frame, a badly burned sup- 
pot beam from an overhead baggage com- 
partment and other traces of soot indicate 
the passenger cabin was filled with black 
smoke and fire moments before the crash. 
Temperatures would have exceeded 500 
.degrees Fahrenheit (46S Celsius) to cause 
' jbat kind of damage, according to Mr. Feith. 
" Although the exact cause of the crash is 
unlikely to be determined for months, 
investigators have theorised that a fire in 
the forward cargo hold became intense 
enough to break through into the passenger 
cabin. . 

The toolbox-sized cockpit recorder is 
designed to capture the final 30 minutes of 
the crew’s conversations and any emer- 
gency procedures that they followed. It may 
also be sensitive enough to pick up warning 
signals in the cockpit, and possibly the 
sound of any explosion aboard the aircraft 
according to experts. 

The cockpit voice recorder was located in 
(he rear of (he plane, near the other so- 


called “black box." the flight data recorder. 
That box was found submerged three days 
after the crash and gave investigators basic 
mechanical information about the plane's 
airspeed, pitch and other key operations. 

But the final 50 seconds of data was miss- 
ing from the flight data recorder, puzzling 
investigators. 

Mr. Feith said that experts with the NTSB 
laboratory would carefully dry out the 
cockpit voice recorder and try to listen to 
the tape early Monday. 

The search for other key pieces of the 
fuselage and cargo containers in the soupy, 
dense muck of the Everglades was to con- 
tinue Monday morning. Air safety experts 
were constructing a three-dimensional 
mock-up of the front portion of the DG-9; 
trying to match ‘jiieceS ’ of metal 

with their original position. 1 ’ 

Later this week investigators plan to 
ignite some spare oxygen, generates inside 
the model to see how they affected the rest 
of the cargo hold and airplane, Mr. Feith 
said. 

The crucial cockpit recorder had eluded 
searchers using radar and high-tech equip- 
ment for more than two weeks. 

But on Sunday afternoon, just as work 
was ending for the day due to a thunder- 
storm, Metro-Dade Police Detective Felix 
Jimenez said a quick prayer asking for help 
in finding the recorder. The next time he 
pushed his probe into the muck it struck the 
recorder, he said. 

Heavy salvage equipment, including a 
dredging machine, a crane and wooden tim- 
bers were trucked ro the crash site about 25 
kilometres northwest of Miami. The equip- 
ment was expected to be used this week to 
scoop up piles of muddy debris so that 
searchers can examine it for wreckage or 
human remains. 

Only eight of the 1 10 people aboard the 
Valujet flight have been identified so far, 
mostly from fingerprints, dental records 
and tattoos. The plane plunged nose-first 
into the Everglades at such a high speed 
that it shattered, leaving only small frag- 
ments of metal and human remains. 


Cape vote to be NP’s 1st major challenge 
as South African opposition party 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
j-Local elections Wednesday 
<an Cape Town and parts of 
the Western Cape will be 
the first test of Deputy 
President Frederik De 
Klerk's once-ruling Natio- 
nal Party (NP) in its new 
role as democratic South 
Africa's main opposition. 

The Western Cape is the 
only one of the country’s 
nine new provinces Mr. De 
Klerk’s party won in South 
Africa’s 1994 all-race elec- 
tions, which ended 4S years 
of rule by the NP. which 
pulls out of President Nel- 
son Mandela’s coalition go- 
vernment of national unity 
on June 30. 

Local government elec- 
tions held countrywide in 
November were postponed 
as a result of legal wrangles 
in Western Cape and in the 
only other province not 
ruled by Mr. Mandela’s 
African National Congress 
’&NC), the Kwazulu-Natal 
stronghold of Inkatha Free- 
dom .Party (1FP) leader 
Mangosutbu Buthelezl 

The Kwazulu-Natal poll 
has been postponed yet 
again, to June 26, because 
of the violence in the 
province between support- 


ers of the ANC and the IFP. 

In the April 1994 vote, the 
NP won power in the Wes- 
tern Cape thanks mainly to 
its strong support among 
mixed -race voters, polling 
55 per cent against the 
ANC’s 33 per cent 

Polls in November in 
parts of the Western Cape 
not postponed due to dis- 
agreements on electoral 
boundaries confirmed the 
trend, with the NP obtaining 
44 per cent against 36 per 
cent for the ANC. 

This means the NP is 
starting with a strong home 
ground advantage and its 
message, according to Wes- 
tern Cape premier and for- 
mer Police Minister Her- 
nus, Kriel is: “The NP must 
keep its territory and stop 
the ANC.” 

Mr. De Klerk got a pop 
star’s welcome Saturday 
night when he wrapped up 
his campaign in the tradi- 
tionally white neighbour- 
hood of plumstead. 

When he took the lectern 
to the cheers of a largely 
“coloured" mixed-race 
crowd in a puff of stage 
smoke, with bands and 
disco music blaring among 
dancers and majorettes, he 


promised: “We will contin- 
ue until we become a 
majority in South Africa." 

NP support among the 
Western Cape's large 
nuxed-race community, tra- 
ditionally seen as too black 
by whites and too white by 
blacks, looks likely to con- 
tinue, the relatively privi- 
leged treatment they 
enjoyed under apartheid 
giving rise to fears that they 
will suffer under black 
ANC rule. 

Before the April election, 
a voter in one of Cape 
Town’s many mixed-race 
townships had explained 
the “coloured" communi- 
ty’s support for the party 
that created apartheid, then 
dismantled it, saying: “Bet- 
ter the devD you know than 
the devil you don't” 

With the next general 
elections scheduled for 
1999, Mr. De Klerk has 
spent the past few weeks 
campaigning not only for 
the votes of his traditional 
white supporters and 
“coloureds" — wtio make 
up half of the province’s 3.6 
milli on voters — but for 
those of blacks as well. 


Burma’s NLD marks election anniversary 


RANGOON (AFP) — Bur- 
ma’s Aung San Suu Kyi and 
her National League for 
Democracy (NLD) pressed 
ahead Monday with a Cong- 
ress depleted by the deten- 
tion of NLD activists, amid 
conciliatory signs from the 
military junta. 

Several hundred NLD 
members met for the second 
day — the anniversary of 
abortive 1990 general elec- 
tions — to discuss policies 
for a new constitution, the 
economy and human rights, 
Aung San Suu Kyi said. 

With the detentions of 
some 262 NLD activists, 
only 21 elected officials 
attended what was supposed 
to have been a gathering of 
NLD candidates who won 
seats in the May 27, 1990, 
polls. 

The opening day of the 
key pro-democracy meeting 
Sunday went ahead despite 
the detentions and culminat- 
ed in a mass rally of some 
10,000 people outside Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s compound, 
where the delegates met in a 
makeshift hall. 

Junta leaders have unsur- 
prisingly failed to comment 
on the meeting or the rally, 
but an article Monday in the 
state-run New Light Of 
Myanmar daily hinted the 
military authorities were 
ready to reach a compro- 
mise with the opposition. 

The article, in the Bur- 
mese-language edition of 
the paper, said reconcilia- 
tion would be easier to 
achieve if Aung San Suu 
Kyi were more “objective" 
regarding “labour contribu- 
tions,” which human rights 
groups say often amounts to 
forced labour, and her calls 
on foreign investors to stay 
away. 

It said dialogue would 
come if the NLD would 
“build national reconcilia- 
tion with a sacrificing spir- 
it,” but the article warned 
against forcing the authori- 
ties into a corner. 

Aung San Suu Kyi ex- 

p rested .doubt. about theral- 


ing junta’s desire to engage 
in dialogue with the opposi- 
tion, and said any contacts 
would have to come without 
strings attached. 

“They seem to be setting 
conditions for dialogue and 
this is unacceptable because 
any dialogue has to come 
without compromise,” she 
told reporters who had been 
invited to her residence for 
a tea party. 

She added that the junta 
had also failed to give any 
indication of its goodwill, 
which she said should take 
the form of releasing politi- 
cal prisoners and ending the 
harassment of opposition 
figures. 

“It is well known to every- 
one that the SLORC has 
broken many promises in 
the past,” she said, citing 
the decision by the State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC), as the 
junta is officially known, to 
ignore the results of the 
1990 elections swept by the 
NLD. 

Analysts said the article, 
while containing a warning 
to the opposition not to go 
overboard, was a rare and 
balanced treatment of Aung 
San Suu Kyi and the NLD. 
signifying a willingness to 
sit down at the negotiating 
table. 

“She has been crying to 
shake up something and she 
may have succeeded in get- 
ting the tectonic plates to 
shift, but this doesn't mean 
that the ice has been bro- 
ken.” one analyst said. 

However, the article came 
in sharp contrast to an edito- 
rial in die English-language 
edition of the same daily, 
which warned darkly of 
“maggots in the flesh” 
backed by outside interests 
working to destabilise the 
country. 

“If we do not learn from 
the past and beware of the 
maggots that are active 
today, the nation will suffer 
another disaster that will 
take a long time ro mend." it 
said. 









Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi waves to 
her supporters after addressing a weekly gathering 
outside her house in Rangoon Sunday. Ten thousands 
people attended an hour long gathering to bear her 
speech which went on peacefully (Reuter Photo) 


Analysts have said the 
darts were clearly aimed at 
Aung San Suu Kyi and the 
United States, which has. 
together with other Western 
countries and Japan, con- 
demned the wave of deten- 
tions. . 

The newspaper also car- 
ried comments from intelli- 
gence chief Khin Nyunt, 
who said that “a group of 
persons” was being manipu- 
lated by an outside power 
trying to “bring Myanmar 
(Burma) under its influence 
in the pretext of democracy 
and human rights.” 

Gen. Khin Nyunt ap- 
peared to be referring to the 
United States, which has 
threatened to impose eco- 
nomic sanctions, on Burma 


citing its poor human rights 
record. 

Aung San Suu Kyi has an- 
nounced that the current 
meeting will be the first in a 
series of part*' congresses to 
be held in the near future. 

Ms. Suu Kyi Monday crit- 
icized ASEAN’s policy of 
engagement with the Ran- 
goon junta and likened her 
country to the Philippines 
under deposed dictator Fer- 
dinand Marcos. 

In an interview with 
Singapore's TCS Television 
Network, the Nobel Peace 
Prize winner said the Asso- 
ciation of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) adopted 
“constructive engagement” 
thinking “this was the best 
way in which to 1 make 


Burma change." 

“Obviously, constructive 
engagement has not 
worked, because it’s quite 
clear that SLORC is not 
really interested in democ- 
ratisation," she said. 

“We're further away from 
democracy than ever,” she 
added. 

Burma is seeking mem- 
bership in ASEAN, which 
includes Brunei, Indonesia. 
Malaysia, the Philippines. 
Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

ASEAN has rejected Wes- 
tern pressure to isolate Bur- 
ma. saying economic and 
political engagement of the 
backward but resource-rich 
nation would gradually 
bring it into the global 
mainstream and promote 
democratic reform. 

“I think it has to be recog- 
nised that constructive en- 
gagement doesn't work, and 
also a Burma led by a re- 
gime like SLORC is not go- 
ing to be an asset to 
ASEAN." Ms. Suu Kyi told 
the Singapore television sta- 
tion. 

She said that if ASEAN 
wanted to help the people of 
Burma, they should invest 
in projects that will benefit 
ordinary people, not just the 
elite. 

A large part of the grow- 
ing foreign investment in 
Burma has been poured into 
tourism and energy projects. 

The Singapore station also 
said the Burmese opposition 
leader urged foreign aid 
donors to channel assistance 
to human resource and in- 
frastructure development 
projects that would improve 
the lives of people. 

“What we have now in 
Burma is not an open mar- 
ket economy but cronyism. 
We’re where the Philippines 
used to be under (Ferdi- 
nand) Marcos, where some 
people got very very rich 
but the people in general got 
poorer and poorer, and the 
economy was a total mess," 
Ms. Suu Kyi* said. 1 1 


Taylor’s militia , allies to leave central Monrovia 


MONROVIA (R) — Chief faction leader Charles 
Taylor and fellow members of Liberia's ruling 
Council of State have ordered their forces to 
withdraw from the centre of the battered capital 
Monrovia and cede control to peacekeepers. 

The order issued in the name of Mr. Taylor, the 
council's vice-chairman and dominant member, 
effectively halts a bloody seven-month standoff 
with fighters loyal to Krahn warlord Roosevelt 
Johnson. 

“From the government point of view we have 
taken an oath to move this peace process for- 
ward,” Mr. Taylor told British Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio. 

A council decision on the move was announced 
Sunday. 

“After much discussion and deliberation the 
Council of State of the Republic of Liberia has 
ordered the acting defence minister and chief of 
staff to have all government forces surrender 
their positions to the West African Peacekeeping 


Force (ECOMOG) at 8 ajn. tomorrow morning, 
a statement read on Mr. Taylor's KISS FM radio 
station said late Sunday. 

“The Council of State has assured the people of 
this country that everything is being done to 
restore to Monrovia calm and normalcy within 
seven days,” the statement added. 

It said transport would be provided to remove 
fighters to designated bases as pan of “an order- 
ly withdrawal from central Monrovia.” Peace- 
keepers began deploying in the area Sunday. 

The term government forces includes Mr. 
Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL) which started civil war with an invasion 
from neighbouring Ivory Coast in December 
1989. and those loyal to fellow council Vice- 
Chairman Alhaji Kromah. 

Ethnic militia warfare flared in Monrovia on 
April 6 when the council sacked Mr. Johnson 
from the cabinet and tried to arrest him on mur- 
der charges, using fighters of the two men along- 


side an Interim Police Force. 

Mr. Taylor said one could never be sure 
whether things would “fall apart", but he added 
that Johnson loyalists would have guarantees for 
their safety. 

“The government is going to do whatever it can 
to make sure that they have the security needed,” 
he declared. 

The latest fighting has derailed plans by ECO- 
MOG to disarm Liberia's 60,000 guerrillas under 
a 1995 accord to end the slx-year-old conflict 
which has killed more than 150,000 people. 

Most non-African foreigners have been evacu- 
ated in a military operation by the United States, 
the dominant foreign power in Liberia which has 
Marines on ships offshore. 

Liberia was established in 1847 by freed 
American slaves as Africa’s first independent 
republic. 


Bulgaria’s king weighs 
impact of 1 st visit home 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s King Simeon II, given a rousing 
welcome on his return to bis homeland after 50 years of 
exile, said Monday his visit would help him assess how he 
could contribute to the country's transition to democracy. 

Up to half a million people poured on to the streets of 
Sofia Saturday to welcome King Simeon, a Madrid-based 
business consultant, and his Spanish aristocrat wife 
Margarita. 

On Sunday King Simeon, who is expected to stay in 
Bulgaria for several weeks, was again mobbed by ecstatic 
flag-waving royalists as he toured Sofia’s opulent Ortho- 
dox churches. Many kissed and embraced him and offered 
him flowers and gifts. 

Now 58, King Simeon fled Bulgaria as a child in 1946 
after the Soviet Red Army installed a puppet Communist 
regime. 

“The welcome was profoundly moving. I still can't catch 
up with all my emotions and feelings," he told Reuters in 
an interview at the $800-a- night presidential suite of the 
Intercontinental Hotel where he is staying. 

Asked about expectations his visit has aroused among 
Bulgarians, King Simeon said: “It is one of the things that 
has kept me awake at night”. 

“We must be realistic. We must understand the limita- 
tions of what anybody can achieve with just strong doses 
of love and goodwill and one pair of hands." said the 
bearded, balding monarch, who speaks fluent English and 
seven other languages. 

However King Simeon said his visit would give him a 
much clearer idea of Bulgarians' hopes and anxieties and 
of how be could contribute to the country's difficult transi- 
tion to democracy and a market economy. 

“I think that with good will and sincerity a lot can be 
achieved and one can communicate directly without all 
kinds of administrative paraphernalia.” he said. 

Opinion surveys show most Bulgarians have a high per- 
sonal regard for King Simeon, who has always eschewed 
the playbody style of some exiled monarchs. 

But support for a restoration of the monarchy on the eve 
of King Simeon’s return stood at less than 20 per cent 

King Simeon has not ruled out running for president at 
some point in the future. 

“I hate to limit myself,” be said. “Why should I refuse or 
reject something a priori?” 
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Better ties for a better future 


WITHOUT HAVING to read too much into the 
telegramme of congratulation that the Emir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah sent to 
His Majesty King Hussein on the occasion of the 
country's golden jubilee of independence, or in 
the earlier exchange of messages between the two 
leaders on the occasion of Kuwait's liberation 
day celebrations, the facts, all the facts, point to 
the conclusion that bilateral relations between 
the two sides are on the mend. Kuwaiti Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah said 
a few days ago that Jordan’s embassy will soon 
reopen in Kuwait and that is yet another sign that 
Jordanian-Knwaiti relations are improving. 

When the developments on the Kuwait front 
are seen in conjunction with other positive 
improvements in relations between Jordan and 
the other Arab Gulf states, the conclusion is that 
our country’s relations with these countries are 
moving, slowly but surely, in the right direction. 
Evidence of the positive change in Jordanian- 
Gulf relations can be also found in the visit to the 
country Sunday by a 65-member Saudi business 
delegation to boost trade between Riyadh and 
Amman . 

But what needs to be stressed here is that the 
improvement of relations between Jordan and 
the Gulf states should not suffer a setback if the 
Kingdom’s ties with Iraq witness a break- 
through. There is no mutual exclusivity between 
the two developments, especially that better 
relations between Amman and Baghdad will not 
come at the expense of the principles that the 
Kingdom has upheld in dealing with Iraq. And 
these are principles with which the Golf states 
agree. The Golf states welcomed the oil-for-food 
deal that Iraq reached with the U.N. just as 
Jordan did and the two sides are in agreement 
that Iraq should implement all United Nations 
resolutions and that the suffering of the Iraqi 
people should be alleviated. 

Jordan has proven that it seeks normal ties 
with all Arab countries on the basis of mutual 
respect and relations that are based on com- 
monality of interest. Improved inter-Arab ties 
should be an objective for all Arab countries 
because in the final analysis, the quest for better 
Arab relations serves the cause of Arabism and 
aims to quench the thirst of all the Arab peoples 
for one Arab nation that puts real Arab goals 
above narrow interests. With this in mind, we 
certainly welcome the full restoration of 
Jordanian-Gulf relations at the earliest possible 
time. We are certainly doing our part in this vein 
and we expect the others to reciprocate our 
words and deeds in a similar mann er. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE JORDANIAN constitution authorises the King to 
extend the mandate of the present parliament for anoth- 
er one or two years, and there is a strong tendency on 
the pan of key political figures in Jordan towards 
demanding an extension, said Bassam Emoush. a writer 
for Al Ra'i daily, Monday. While an extension will he in 
conformity with the country’s constitution, it is far bet- 
ter for = new general election to be held in the coming 
year when the present mandate of the Lower House of 
parliament ends for the sake of enhancing the concept of 
democracy, said the writer. He said it is the right of Jor- 
danian youth and qualified persons to be allowed the 
chance to contribute to the enactment of laws and help 
the government handle the country's political, social 
and economic affairs. Furthermore. 'the Jordanian polit- 
ical parties are not represented in the present house and 
new elections could offer the opportunity for many of 
them to lake up seats in parliament and so enhance the 
concept of pluralism and democracy, added the writer. 
Indeed, the rapid moving developments in this region, 
he said, require a new parliament, capable of handling 
the different issues on the domestic and external fronts 
alike. 


IN THE view of Taher Adwan. a writer for A1 Ra’i, the 
Dead Sea could be a floating oil field for Jordan, requir- 
ing proper utilisation. Israel has been earning S2 billion 
annually from the Dead Sea minerals, especially mag- 
nesium which is used in Germany’s car manufacturing 
industry, while Jordan has been benefiting far less from 
the sea, extracting potash only, said the writer. He said 
that the German chancellor granted Israel S100 million 
to help it continue extracting the mineral during his visit 
:o that country last year, but - he gave Jordan nothing, 
although the Dead Sea is a rich mine of different miner- 
als shared by Jordan, Palestine Israel. The writer said 
Jordon is in need of hotels and other resort facilities on 
the Dead Sea shores, but it also is in need of extracting 
the rich minerals of the sea and earn as much as Israel 
from this enterprise. He said the Dead Sea is u natural 
gift and should never be left for Israel alone to exploit 
its wealth. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 
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The next 50 years: From statehood to citizenship 


This week’s 50th anniversary of Jordan’s independence is 
an occasion for some serious, self-congratulatory back 
slapping, but also an opportunity for honest self-assess- 
ment. The balance sheet of Jordan’s modem history is 
impressive. The substantial list of our achievements — 
from sheer survival in a rough neighbourhood to sustained 
human development, to today’s evolving, modernising 
political culture — raises an important question that has 
□ot been sufficiently addressed, in my opinion: Do the 
developmental ways and means of the past half century 
offer a relevant blueprint for meeting the challenges of this 
and coming decades, i.e.. what are our strengths that we 
can enhance, and our weaknesses that we can redress? 

I would suggest the following pluses and minuses in a 
balance sheet of modem Jor dan. On the plus side: we have 
survived as a state in the face of widespread early doubts 
about our durability and of repeated waves of regional 
demographic, political and economic shocks; we have 
seen the population of the state grow by nearly ten-fold, 
from less than half a million to some 4.2 million people, 
yet today nearly 100 per cent of Jordanians enjoy educa- 
tional, health, housing and other basic social services of a 
reasonable, sometimes good, quality; we have endured the 
most profound impact of the Palestine-Zionism conflict, 
yet have persistently provided the Palestinian people with 
the most generous and humane package of services and 
opportunities to deal with their dilemma, including legal 
nationality; Jordan is widely respected by people through- 
out the Arab World and abroad for its sensible, centrist 
approach to nation-building, hu man development and 
respect for humanist values; and. Jordan is a noteworthy 
example of a traditional society experiencing modernisa- 
tion and the adoption of new, more participatory political 
norms, while retaining many traditional strengths of fam- 
ily- and tribe-based cultures (most notably, a collective 
sense of solidarity and responsibility for the well-being of 
individuals). 

On the minus side: we have yet to crystallise our identi- 
ty within a regional context and to define our political, 
economic and demographic links with our wider Arab- 
Semitic hinterland (though this may be as much due to the 
region’s turbulence as to ourselves); our survival, viabili- 
ty and progress remain very dependent on foreign sources 
of money and political goodwill (our traditional reliance 
on foreign aid grants is now replaced by a more modem 
yet equally vulnerable recurring dependence on foreign 
debt rescheduling and private foreign investment); we 
have not been able to meaningfully shake society’s heavy 
dependence on the state as the primary source of power, 


protection, ideology, money, ideas, employment, infra- 
structure and other aspects of modem statehood that are 
shared by the private and public sectors in more advanced 
societies; we have not adequately come to teems with the 
implications of the fact that so many Jordanians of Pales- 
tinian origin fee! loyalty to and love for both Jordan and 
Palestine; and we have not yet found that credible combi- 
nation of traditional values and modem structures that 
allows us to forge a more participatory political system 
based as much on enduring civil institutions as on indi- 
viduals at the national, tribal or local levels.- 

This cursory analysis suggests to me that as we celebrate 
our 50th anniversary of independence, we should recog- ' 
nise what is happening in Jordan: we are seeing our chal- 
lenges shift from the level of the state, the region and the 
trite, to the level of the family, the community and the 
individual. Stated another way, our main challenge today 
is not that of nation-boilding in a traditional society, but 
rather that of coming to terms with the full implications of 
citizenship in a modern state. 

Our many impressive achievements in recent decades 
have been largely motivated, orchestrated and financed by 
the state, which has elicited an enthusiastic and positive 
response from its citizens. The achievements that we must 
work for from now on, however, cannot be attained by the 
state; they must be achieved by people working in direc- 
tions and configurations very different from the dominant 
state structures of the recent past 

The achievements and goals I have in min d include a 
more vibrant, creative and sustainable economy; a more 
formidable ethic of protection of our natural and cultural 
heritage; greater transparency, participation and account- 
ability in our political decision-making systems; and a 
modernisation of the tribal structure so that it can ade- 
quately address the dimensions of conte m p o rary chal- 
lenges in areas such as employment, poverty and gender 
equity. 

The state has legitimate regulatory and promotion roles 
in these spheres, but the real work most be done by indi- 
viduals and groups scattered throughout every comer of 
our society. The new emphasis on the role of individuals 
and the private realm as the engine of national progress 
demands that we deal with the reality of tribal strengths. 
The reemergem dominance of tribalism as a most power- 
ful, meaningful and enduring form of identity in Jordan 
raises the important question of the relationship among 
tribal, individual and state identities — as well as the relat- 
ed roles of other active identities in our society, such as 
Islam, Arabism and ethnic/religious minorities (Circas- 


Christians, etc.). This will be 
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the era of the dynamic, goods-exportmgs^ety.Aswe 
make this historic, exciting transition, we 
base of social assets and communal values to build upon, 
primarily defined by protective ancient concepts of fami- 
ly and tribe. These must adapt and prove themselves as 
credible, durable, equitable forms within a modern,^ 
urbanised, monetised society, or else fade away and give 
way to the Western-style individualistic consumer society 
that is spreading around the world from its North Atlantic 
base 

The redefinition and modernisation of family and trite 
within a contemporary state that is itself being redefined 
and modernised will now force us to address the issue of 
citizenship in a most serious manner one that goes 
beyond the definition of citizenship primarily as alle- 
gjance, and sees citizenship in the wider terms of rights, 
responsibilities and opportunities that are naturally and 
freely negotiated between the citizen and the state. 

Perhaps Jordan’s greatest achievement since its indepen- 
dence 50 years ago is this: it can address this modern chal- 
lenge of durable, humane statehood because its formative 
years of nation-building have given it a social, political 
and economic base that is conducive to change through 
civilised dialogue and peaceful transition, on the basis of 
the rule of the majority and the protection of the rights of 
the minority. 
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Netanyahu won debate, 


most Israeli analysts say 


By Howard G oiler 
- Reuier 


JERUSALEM — Benjamin 
Netanyahu turned his mas- 
tery of television to his 
advantage, playing on vot- 
ers’ security fears to beat 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in their only 
campaign debate, most ana- 
lysts said Monday. 

Newspaper and radio 
commentators gave the 
edge to the Likud Party’s 
46-year-old Netauyahu, a 
relative political newcomer, 
but two opinion polls dif- 
fered on who won Sunday's 
30-minute televised con- 
frontation. 


impression was stronger 
than ever,” said television 
critic Ehud Asheri of the 
liberal Haaretz newspaper 
The twin issues of peace 
and security dominated the 
debate, especially after 
Palestinian Muslim suicide 
bombings that killed '59 
people in Israel in February 
and March. Mr. Netanyahu 
vowed to slow peace moves 
launched by Peres. 


robot.” '• commentator 
Nahum Baraea wrote, in 
Yedioth Abronoth, Israel’s 
biggest daily. 

“He won because he put 
all of his verbal force into 
one card: fear,” Mr. Bamea 
said. 

During the debate Mr. 
Netanyahu had said Israeli 
children feared riding buses 
after the suicide bombings 
and accused Mr. Peres of 


.will into the company of 
somebody he doesn’t like." 

Meanwhile anyone who 
opposed - Mr. Netanyahu 
would go on viewing him 
as “a salesman who looks 
you in the eye and sells you 
a product that has never 
teen tried," she wrote. 

Yedioth Ahronoth’s diplo- 
matic correspondent Shi- 
mon Shifter blamed Mr. 
Peres’s advisers for urging 


With two days to go until 
the elections, the*analysts 
said the U.S.-educated 
Netanyahu — coached by 
an American expert — was 
far more assertive than Mr. 
Peres, the 72-year-old 
Labour Party veteran of 
Israeli elections. 

They said Mr. Peres came 
across as sad-faced and 
lifeless, especially against 
an all-black studio back- 
drop in a format with a 
moderator which allowed 
for little engagement 
between the two candi- 
dates. 

“As an actor, there’s no 
comparison. Netanyahu 
beat Peres in a knockout," 
TV reviewer and play- 
wright Meir Shnitzer said. 
Even some experts in body 
language favoured Mr. 

Netanyahu’s performance. 

Mr. Netanyahu romanced 
the camera, showing skills 
he developed as Israel's 
verbal prizefighter during 
the 1993 Gulf war when he 
donned a gas mask on CNN 
Television while Iraqi scud 
missiles fell. 

By contrast, viewers 
could remember Peres 
looking into the camera for 
only one sustained period 
— to recall that his prede- 
cessor Yitzhak Rabin would 
be sitting in his place if 
Rabin had not teen assassi- 
nated in November. 

But at least one commen- 
tator preferred Mr. Peres's 
performance, saying Mr; 
Netanyahu's slick style 
made him look fake. 

“Netanyahu's main prob- 
lem is the automated, digi- 
tal, fake impression he 
gives off. Last night that 


Kt, KAHiU^^. 



The debate was seen as 
important because of the 
closeness of the election 
crucial to the future of Mid- 
dle East peace, it is also 
Israel’s first in which voters 
will directly elect a prime 
minister. 

In a poll for the newspa- 
per Maariv which asked 
who was more convincing, 
Mr. Peres came out four 
percentage points ahead. 
Netanyahu was out front by 
the same margin in another 
poll for the daily Yedioth 
Ahronoth. 

“It seems to me 
Netanyahu won yesterday: 
he won on the* fronts he 
understands. For most of 
the debate he looked more 
aggressive. He directed his 
gaze at the right camera. 
With the help of his Ameri- 
can coach, he repeated his 
campaign message with the 
persistence of a Japanese 


allowing the security situa- 
tion to hit rock bottom. A 
count by the newspaper 
showed the Likud leader 
used the word “fear” 11 
times. 


It also showed that Mr. 
Netanyahu used the pro- 
noun ‘1” 66 times — three 
times as often as Mr. Peres. 

Commentator Sima Kad- 
mon wrote in a front-page 
analysis for Maariv that Mr. 
Netanyahu squeezed every 
drop from his mere appear- 
ance in the same setting 
with Mr. Peres. 

Labour’s campaign, play- 
ing up Mr. Peres’s half cen- 
tury in politics, had insisted 
that Mr. Netanyahu was 
simply not prime ministeri- 
al material. 

In the end she wrote that 
voters opposed to Mr. Peres 
saw in him “a sad-faced 
pensioner thrust against his 


the Israeli leader to show 

restraint 

“He was truly awful. Shi- 
mon Peres can be good 
only if given a chance to get 
angry," said Mr. Shifter, 
reporting on his fourth 
Israeli election. 

Jerusalem Post diplomat- 
ic correspondent David 
Makovsky complained that 
the public was the only real 
loser because a format that 
prevented follow-up ques- 
tions had kept the candi- 
dates from articulating their 
policies. 

“Last night’s so-called 
debate left more questions 
than ir answered, reflecting 
more than anything else the 
rigid rules that have dogged 
this campaign for the last 
month and have helped 
make the contest so low- 
key and — too often — . 
sterile," Mr. Makovsky 
wrote. 


LETTERS 


Learning never stops 


To the Editor: 


»&w 


I READ with interest the letter by Paul Saint (“Bridging 
the generation gap”, Jordan Titties May 21, 1996). 

I remember how bored 1 used to get sometimes at 
school when forced to take subjects in which I had no 
interest. So when the Open University came along, I 
enrolled and obtained my degree in subjects which inter- 
ested me. I continued taking courses even though I was 
working abroad. My colleagues in the programme were 
experienced in the particular field as were our tutors. 
Our learning was not only from books as is the basis of 
academia. Universities in the U.K. are learning that they 
are not the fount of all knowledge gained from reading 
books which anyway become obsolete very quickly. 

There are many local centres of education now devel- 
oping part-time courses in many subjects and they are^ 
being supported by people of both sexes and all ages s M 
that, as Paul Saint says, the generation gap is bridged 
This is the case in my own University in England As 
Margaret Mead, the renowned anthropologist said: “In 
today's world no one’s education is ever finished” 


Barbara Johnston, 
Amman. 


Image-making 
‘ sacrifices ' 


To the Editor: 


As a Swiss citizen in Jordan, I am proud to see 
progress being achieved in this country in many ways. I i 
am particularly interested in the advancement in m 
tourism. I order to cultivate and promote tourism, the? 
image of Jordan is crucial. 

Recently, however I was disappointed to observe cer- 
tem behaviour which I know is related to a sensitive 
issue. What I am referring to is the practice of slaugb- 
termg ofsbeep for Eid Al Adha. I am not questioning 

1 ^ ^ estion “g the method in 

which it has been carried out. 

First, as Amman is the capital city of this country, I 

of shee P Parading throughout 

rf and highwa > rs - Secondf the practice 

of slaughtering sheep in public is unhygienic and 
especially for tourists and for ^ny of the 

m ^ i , nly ’ 11 goes a S ainst ^h* 

m 0 s of Islam which calls for humane methods of 
S anunal u s ’ with minimal pain and suffering. 

slLjohter sla ughtered in proper 

^ 0 * reasons mentioned abovcTt 

will help the image of the country as well 


Corinne Vila, 
Amman. 
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U.S. implicitly 
supports Peres 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Clinton administration's 
position on this week's Israeli 
elections comes down to this: 
steer away from openly en- 
dorsing Shimon Peres but 
make dear U.S. backing for 
his policies. 

“Now is not the time to 
turn back,” President Bill 
Clinton said last week in re- 
marks he directed to “the 
people of Israel." 

Unspoken but implied was 
the administration's belief 
that a victory Wednesday for 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Mr. 
Peres’ challenger in the con- 
test for prime minister, could 
result in turning back from 
the peace process. 

“We don't look at Netany- 
ahu the man; we look at what 
policies we are supporting in 
the region,” said a White 
House offidal. speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

In the Israeli contest, the 
, differences in policies are 
') clear. 

■- 

Edward Djerejian. who 
served as U.S. ambassador to 
Syria and later to Israel, said 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess “is virtually on hold until 
May 29. I think these elec- 
tions will open up a new 
chapter in the process no 
matter which way they go.” 

He predicted that if the 
incumbent Peres and the 
Labour Party are victorious 
“the negotiations will be re- 
sumed as soon as possible on 
the Palestinian and Syrian 
tracks." 

A victory by Mr. Netany- 
ahu and the Likud Party 
would mean that there is “no 
question the pace will slack- 
en.” Mr. Djerejian said. 

The peace process moves 
on several tracks involving 
Israel and its former adver- 
saries. 

Jordan and Israel have 
signed a peace agreement 
and established diplomatic 
relations, a situation Mr. 
Netanyahu and the Likud 
Party do not challenge. 

Israel has granted the 
Palestinians autonomy in 
Gaza and parts of the West 
Bank,. 

But difficult issues remain 
for so-called final status 
negotiations including the 
status of Jerusalem, which 
Israel claims as its capital. 
The Palestinians also want 
the city to be the capital of an 
independent Palestinian 
state. 


“One could expect at least 
a pause and a policy assess- 
ment by a Likud government 
before deciding... how to in- 
itiate final status negotiations 
with the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) “ said Mr. 
Djerejian. 

The former amb assa dor 
also pointed out that a com- 
plicating factor in assessing 
the potential impact of the 
elections is that Israel voters 
will elect a prime minister 
directly for the first time and 
cast a separate ballot for 
members of the Israeli parlia- 
ment. 

That opens the possibility 
of divided government along 
the lines of the situation in 
Washington — an executive 
of one party having to deal 
with a legislature controlled 
by the opposition. 

One oddity of the U.S. 
view of the contenders for 
prime minister is that the one 
that makes the administration 
more nervous is the more 
“American” of the two. 

Mr. Netanyahu spent his 
teenage years in Philadelphia 
and then after a stint in the 
Israeli army returned to the 
United States and studied 
architecture and business 
administration at the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, from which he gradu- 
ated in 1975. 

The Likud leader has said 
he would recommend that 
“we start negotiations with 
Syria on a series of agree- 
ments which will be good for 
us and them in the spheres of 
security.” 

Secretary of State WarTen 
Christopher' has been sound- 
ing noticeably more pessimis- 
tic about prospects for an 
early agreement between 
Israel and Syria. 

Talking about Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad. Mr. 
Christopher said this month 
that he was “more concerned 
than ever as to whether he 
will be able to execute his 
intention (for peace) because 
of his suspicion and fear.” 

The White House official 
said Mr. Christopher's pes- 
simism was calculated. 

“He is sending a message 
to the region and specifically 
to Syria that if the Syrians 
want to benefit from the 
fruits of peace they need to 
support the principles that 
are associated with future 
peace negotiations.” the offi- 
cial said. “If they don’t they 
are at risk of being isolated.” 


Americans stupid, Britons 
1 from Mars, Qadhaf! tells 
Cairo student audience 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhaf! 
drew peals of laughter from 
Egyptian university students 
and professors as he regaled 
them in a speech about “stu- 
pid” Americans and “En- 
glishmen from Mars” on 
Monday. 

In a small conference hall 
at Cairo University, an effu- 
.sive Qadhaf! in brown robes 
and a white turban addressed 
around 200 students and 
■teachers, along with Egyptian 
Education Minister Hussein 
Kamel Bahaeddin. 

Among Colonel Qadhafi’s 
personal security were four 
.women bodyguards, three in 
^ bandana masks, jeans nad 
*7/ T-shirts led by the formidable 
v .Colonel Fatima in desert 
commando fatigues who was 
armed with a machine-gun 
and heavy make-up. 

The Libyan leader started 
off with jabs at Britain and 
the United States, who de- 
mand the extradition of two 
■Libyan suspects in the 1988 
bombing of a U.S. passsenger 
•jet over Lockerbie, Scotland 
that left 270 dead. 

The Lockerbie crisis, 
which has left Libya under 
U.N. sanctions since 1992, 
will be “difficult to resolve” 
because “the British are 
among the most isolated and 
ignorant people in the world, 
as are the Americans,” Col. 
Qadhaf! said. 

“The British are narrow- 
minded and understand no- 
■ thing. If you talk to one, you 
find out you're talking to 
some guy who just arrived 
from the planet Mars,” he 
*3 quipped. 

Americans “attack us 24 


hours a day, but if you ask an 
American in which continent 
Libya is located, he won’t be 
able to tell you because they 
are uneducated and stupid.” 

“Thais and Pakistanis who 
have workers everywhere in 
the world, as well as Gypsies, 
are more open” than the 
Americans and British, he 
said. 

• Col. Qadhaf! also warned 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, who hosted in 
March the “summit of peace- 
makers,” that the United 
States and Israel had a plan 
to do away with him. 

“They want to wear him 
down by getting him to orga- 
nise a whole series of sum- 
mits to exhaust him like they 
did to Gaxnal Abdul Nasser,” 
Egypt’s former president who 
died of a heart attack in 1970, 
he said. 

The Libyan leader also 
commented on the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait in 1990, saying 
.that “Kuwait never should 
■ have got its independence if it 
can't even defend itself.” 

Col. Qadhafi pulled out a 
. map to show how the “coun- 
cil of colonial interests” — 
meaning the U.N. Security 
Council — had imposed sanc- 
tions on Iraq, Libya and 
Sudan “to harm Egypt, the 
giant which makes America 
and Israel afraid.” 

HRs audience, which broke 
out in laughter and applause 
throughout the speech, 
praised Col. Qadhafi for “his 
insistence on Arab unity" 
and “allowing Egyptians to 
study in Libyan universities 
with no restrictions.” 

Col. Qadhafi arrived in 
Egypt on Friday for a five- 
day visit. 
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Shimon Peres dreams of realising a dream 


By Howard Goller 
Reuter 


TEL AVIV — He has 
hammered visions of a new 
Middle East into peace 
deals, defying cynical 
Israelis who have tagged 
him a dreamer during a 
political career spanning 
more than half a century. 

On Wednesday, Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres is 
hoping finally to realise 
another d ream — and win 
his first Israeli election in 
five tries. 

Born in Poland, Mr. 
Pfcres was II when he 
arrived in British-run 
Palestine. Israel’s founder 
David Ben-Gnrion 
groomed him for leader- 
ship. 

He rose from overseeing 
arms purchases and man- 
power in the Hagan a army 
before Israel’s founding in 
1948 to become prime 
minister twice. 

Now 72, Mr. Peres has 
had a long history of flops 
on Israel’s political stage. 

Four times — in 1977, 
1981, 1984 and 1988— he 
failed to win a national 
election outright It was 


only under an unusual 
power-sharing arrange- 
ment with Likud that Mr. 
Peres did his first turn as 
prime minister: 

The second time began in 
November when as foreign 
minister he took over from 
his longtime Labour Patty 
rival Yitzhak Rabin, assas- 
sinated by $ right-wing Jew 
opposed to peace moves. 

Mr. Peres has held every 
top cabinet job. As foreign 
minister in 1994 he shared 
the Nobel Peace Prize with 
Mr. Rabin and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat for 
their breakthrough accord 
in 1993. 

When Yigal Amir shot 
the 73-year-old Rabin dead 
after a Tel Aviv peace rally, 
the torch was passed to Mr. 
Peres who vowed to forge 
the peace with Syria, 
Lebanon and other Arab 
states that eluded his pre- 
decessor. 

Opinion polls showed 
him way ahead of the hard- 
line Likud Party opposition 
leader Benjamin 

Netanyahu but some ana- 
lysts ascribed much of the 
support for Mr. Peres to 
sympathy for Mr. Rabin, 
his slain colleague. 


Four Islamic suicide 
bombings that killed 59 
people over nine days in 
February and March sent 
Mr. Peres’s popularity 
plummeting. Israelis 
blamed him for Thinking he 
could make peace with 
Palestinians. 

Ml Peres was popular in 
his first turn as prime min- 
ister from 19S4 to 1986. 
He pulled Israeli troops 
back from Lebanon, nor- 
malised' relations with 
Egypt and slashed inflation 
from 445 per cent a year to 
below 20 per cent 

But failed bids to win 
elections, weld coalitions 
and gamer support for 
secret peace plans have 
given him a reputation as a 
loser and a schemer over 
the years. A legendary 
rivalry with Mr. Rabin, his 
peer, only made things 
worse. 

Though an articulate if 
uninspiring speaker and a 
diplomat whose skills 
make him a welcome visi- 
tor in most countries, Mr. 
Peres has long seemed out 
of place on Israel’s politi- 
cal stage. 

His visions of a new and 
flourishing Middle East 


seemed do more than a far- 
away dream. He appeared 
better suited to academia 
than politics. He published 
several books, including 
one after the peace deal on 
his vision of a new Middle 
East. 

But an opinion poll at 
one point found him to be 
the most hated man in 
Israel. 

Tireless in his pursuit of 
peace and political success, 
Mr. Peres said he averaged 
three to four hours of sleep 
a night though he would 
have liked five. Vacations 
simply were not part of his 
culture, he said. 

After Mr. Rabin's death. 
Mr. Peres reached out 
across the divide under- 
scored by the assassina- 
tion. urging Israelis for and 
against the government’s 
peace moves to work with 
him to bring their society 
together. 

He promised that despite 
peace deals with the Pales- 
tinians, his government 
would not ignore the “feel- 
ing of distress” among the 
130,000 Jewish settlers of 
the occupied lands who 
had complained Mr. Rabin 
was abandoning them. 


He has had 15 years of 
experience in the Defence 
Ministry and is widely 
regarded as the man who 
gave Israel nuclear capa- 
bilities by procuring the 
secret Dimona reactor 
from France. 

Bui some Israelis fear be 
lacks the toughness of Mr. 
Rabio, a former army 
chief, to stand up to ene- 
mies and guard their secu- 
rity while making peace. 
.Mr. Peres' experience was 
after all in the political 
arena not on the battle field. 

With an eye to boosting 
his government's security 
credentials. Mr. Peres has 
made himself defence min- 
ister as had Mr. Rabin 
before him and appointed 
army chief-turned-politi- 
cian Ehud Barak his for- 
eign minister. 

The discovery that Mr. 
Peres and Rabin collabo- 
rated to clinch peace with . 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) in 
1993 was as surprising as 
the secret PLO deal itself. 

In his autobiography 
years ago, Rabin called Mr. 
Peres “an indefatigable 
schemer.” 

In the last election in 


1992 Ml Rabin seized the 
Labour Party from Mr. 
Peres and led it to a deci- 
sive victory. Still, Mr. 
Rabin could not ignore 
Mr. Peres or his years of 
experience, grudgingly 
making him foreign minis- 
ter. 

Somehow, in the last 
years of Rabin’s life, the 
two Israeli leaders found a 
way to ‘make peace with 
each other and history with 
the PLO and Jordan. Israel 
signed a peace treaty with 
Jordan in 1994. 

Minutes before his assas- 
sination, Mr. Rabin stood 
at the rally with bis arm 
tightly around Mr. Peres’s 
waist, “you see,” Mr. 
Rabin told reporters. 
“Things change not only in 
the world but also in the 
Middle East — also for 
us." 

“We are hugging for 
peace,” Mr. Peres added. 
When only a short time 
later Mr. Peres assumed the 
reins of power, he mourned 
the slain Mr. Rabin as “a 
friend, a partner, a leader." 


‘Bibi’ Netanyahu could be Israel's ‘comeback kid ’ 


By Howard Goller 
Reuter 

TEL AVTV — Benjamin 
“Bibi" Netanyahu aims on 
Wednesday to become 
Israel’s comeback kid. 

Campaigning to slow 
Middle East peace moves, 
the 46-year-old Likud 
Party leader hopes to 
defeat elder statesman Shi- 
mon Peres, 72, and become 
Israel’s youngest ever 
prime minister. 

“Victory is within our 
grasp.” he said in the final 
days of the campaign. “We 
made a fantastic transfor- 
mation compared to our 
situation five or six months 
ago when we were consid- 
ered a political corpse.” 

Only last November, Mr. 
Netanyahu faced accusa- 
tions that be had fostered 
the climate of extremism 
that led to the killing of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

He trailed Mr. Peres in 
opinion polls by more than 
20percentage points. 

Then suicide bombers 
killed 59 people in four 
attacks in February and 
March, wiping out Mr. 
Peres* lead- 

Ml Netanyahu kept his 


mouth shut this time while 
Ml Peres’ lead hovered at 
an uncomfortable five per 
cent. 

In a country where the 
prime minister is often a 
grandfather or a grand- 
mother, Mr. Peres’ Labour 
Party backers assailed Mr. 
Netanyahu as inexperi- 
enced. 

His mastery of TV 
soundbites left him open 
also to accusations of being 
shallow. 

“I’m not going to deal 
with that,” retorts Mr. 
Netanyahu. “People can 
read my books, my speech- 
es... They can decide.” 

Educated in the United 
States, Ml Netanyahu has 
run a tough American- style 
campaign, hammeri ng 
away at what he contends 
is his opponent’s weak- 
nesses negotiating with the 
Arabs. 

He has seized* on the sui- 
cide bombings more re- 
cently as proof that Mr. 
Peres has wrongly put his 
trust in the Palestinians to 
makepeace. 

Likud rules out further 
concessions to Palestini- 
ans, offering only the limit- 
ed self-rule they already 
have. 


Mr. Netanyahu promises 
to expand Jewish settle- 
ment in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip — a policy 
that puts him on a collision 
course with Israel's Arab 
peace partners and Wash- 
ington, Israel’s closest ally. 

And be opposes plans by 
Mr. Peres to swap land for 
peace with Syria. 

If elected, Mr. Netanyahu 
may well find his political 
options constrained by 
hardliners in his cabinet 
such as Ariel Sharon, the 
former defence minister 
who led Israel’s 1982 inva- 
sion of Lebanon. 

Ambitious, Mr. Netanya- 
hu may yet prove to be full 
of surprises. 

He had said be would 
refuse to meet Israel's 
peace partner Yasser Ara- 
fat But last month, in a bid 
for floating voters, he 
promised to consider meet- 
ing the Palestinian presi- 
dent if elected. 

In 1990 Mr. Netanyahu’s 
mouth got him into trouble 
with the United States 
amid tensions over peace 
moves. 

Then Secretary of State 
James Baker banned Mr. 
Netanyahu from the State 
Department for saying U.S. 


Middle East policies were 
based on “distortions and 
lies”. 

They later mended rela- 
tions, Mr. Baker said. 

An admission of adultery 
seems to have cost Mr. 
Netanyahu little. 

In the 1993 scandal 
known as “bibigate." a 
mixture of sex, lies and 
videotape. Mr. Netanyahu 
admitted cheating on his 
wife Sarah. But he patched 
it up both with the wife — 
his third — and the voters. 

His stocky build and 
square-jawed looks earned 
him the title of Israel's sex- 
iest politician in one opin- 
ion poll. 

A former commando 
leader, Mr. Netanyahu took 
a single-minded campaign 
against extremism into the 
United Nations, where he 
served as Israel’s ambas- 
sador from 1984-88, and 
later into Israeli politics. 
He wrote a book about ter- 
rorism. 

His TV skills made him 
the Likud government’s 
champion of the airwaves 
in the 1991 Gulf war and 
again later that year in 
Madrid where the Middle 
East peace process was 
launched. 


As Scud missiles fell on 
Israel during the Gulf war 
he donned a gas mask live 
on TV amid fears of an 
Iraqi chemical attack. In 
Madrid, he locked horns 
with Arab journalists. 

"Television is not the 
reflection of reality. It 
directs the reality,” he once 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu is only 
the third leader of Likud 
after former Jewish under- 
ground leaders Menachem 
Begin and Yitzhak Shamir. 
Mr. Rabin ousted Mr. 
S hamir in the last election 
in 1992, and Mr. 
Netanyahu was chosen to 
lead Likud. 

“The fact is, and this is 
very important, Mr. Netan- 
yahu was the one who suc- 
ceeded to take a political 
party after a real clear 
breakdown and he built (it 
back up),” said' Shimon 
Shiffer, diplomatic corre- 
spondent for Israel's big- 
gest daily Yedioth Ahro- 
noth. 

Ml Netanyahu has the 
ideal pedigree for an Israeli 
politician. 

Ban in Tel Aviv to an 
eminent historian, he 
served in an elite army 
commando unit from 1967 


to 1972 and was promoted 
to captain for service in the 
1973 Middle East war. 

Mr. Netanyahu was shot 
and wounded in the face 
when he led commandos 
disguised as airport work- 
ers onto a commandeered 
Sabena airliner in Muv 
1972. 

He relumed from arehi- • 
lecture and husiru'> r stud- i 
:es in the UiVi.’d ^ t .. :•» 
the mid- INTI'S .'iiu a. : ■ 
introduced to Mosshe 
Arens, a Likud parliamen- 
tarian who became his 
mentor. 

After a period in private 
business, be served as a 
diplomat in the Israeli em- 
bassy in Washington, ini- 
tially under Mr. Arens, un- 
til he was appointed U.N. 
ambassador in 1984. 

His brother Jonathan died 
in action leading the 1976 
Israeli raid on Entebbe air- 
port in Uganda to free Is- 
raelis hijacked on an Air 
France plane. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
was nicknamed Bibi “be- 
cause 1 had a cousin who 
was Benjamin B. — an ol- 
der cousin. He was B.B. He 
was the big B.B. — he was 
a very big guy...I was the 
small B.B.” 


Amman summit could be larger 


(Continued from page 1) 

and Palestinian leaders. 

“Jordan has always advo- 
cated collective Arab action 
and always welcomed all con- 
sultations among Arab lead- 
ers to serve the common in- 
terests of the Arabs,” said an 
official. “Jordan welcomes 
any expansion of the summit 
here next month to include 
other Arab leaders. This 
would be a very positive de- 
velopment for common Arab 
interests.” 


One of the key objectives 
of an expanded Arab summit 
in Amman would be to seek 
to strengthen the Palestinian 
position in the final status 
negotiations with Israel and 
to revive the stagnant Syrian 
and Lebanese peace talks 
with Israel. 

Also reviewed would be a 
common Arab position to in- 
teract with the developments 
in the region in the wake of 
the breakthroughs in the 
Arab- Israeli peace process. 


Turks visit Iraq for oil talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


It said “France obtained a 
ceasefire ending Israeli agres- 
sion" in Lebanon in April, 
helped end the war m Bosnia, 
and encouraged Yemen and 
Eritrea to agree last week to 
arbitration to resolve their 
dispute over Red Sea islands. 

“The prediction of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, who 
since the 1970s never stopped 
repeating tbe need for the 
emergence of a new balance 
of power in the world, came 
true,” die daily said. 

“But it would be a lifting of 
the embargo against Iraq 
which would be a dazzling 
success for French diplomacy 
and would allow it to demon- 


strate its autonomy in the 
face of American hegemony 
in the world,” it said. 

“The French understand 
perfectly Iraq's importance in 
the region and the interest 
they can obtain from a pri- 
vileged relationship with 
Iraq,” it added. 

“The French initiative 
we’re waiting for right now is 
the lifting of the oil embargo 
and such an initiative backed 
particularly by Russia will 
make France a factor for 
redistributing power in the 
world,” it said. 

France and Russia support 
easing the sanctions imposed 
on Iraq. 


Rightists win Cypriot elections 


(Continued from page I) 

pounding drums and setting 
off flares. 

But leaden, of the other 
parries also claimed they had 
Triumphed and all morning 
newspapers — from, the 
radical right to the left — 
proclaimed victory in banner 
headlines. 


DISY President Yinnnakis 
Matsis toid supporters: “The 
result is a triumph for DISY. 
We are the first party and 
shall remain the first party." 

Election olhcial> reported 
a turnout of 93 per cent 
among the -UN.672 registered 
voters. Voting was compul- 
sorv. 



PERES GETS YOUTHFUL SUPPORT: Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres receives youthful support at a 
campaign rally Monday, two days before national elections which opinion polls show is too close to calL Mr. Peres 
has featured Israeli youth in campaign commercials as part of his message of striving to achieve peace for the next 
generation (Reuter photo) 


Israeli elections too close to call 


(Continued from page 1) 

Peres had 49.5 per cent and 
Mr. Netanyahu 47. 1 per cent, 
down from 51 per cent for 
Mr. Peres and 45 per cent for 
the Likud leader before. 

Those not expressing a 
favourite fell from four 'per 
cent to 3.4 per cent. The poll 
had a margin of error of three 
per cent, leaving the oucome 
of the Wednesday vote too 
close to call. 

A second poll of 583 voters 


for the same ncw&paper put 
Mr. Peres’ support at 50.5 
per cent versus Mr. Netany- 
ahu’s 46.5 per cent, com- 
pared with 50.3 per cent for 
Mr. Peres and 45.8 per cent 
for Mr. Netanyahu previous- 
ly. 

An ultra-religious party 
said that despite supporting 
Mr. Netanyahu for prime 
minister, it would not rule 
out joining a Peres-led coali- 
tion. 


Yeltsin, Chehens sign truce 


(Continued from page I) 


republic overnight. One Rus- 
sian serviceman was wound- 
ed when he stepped on a 
mine, ITAR-TASS said. 

Russian military leaders 
have been cool to the idea of 
talks, and new Russian offen- 
sives were reported in recent 
days around the rebel stron- 
gholds of Vedeno, Shatoi and 
the key village of Bamut. 

Mr. Yandarbiyev’s team 
includes Akhmed Zakayev, 


the rebels’ commander of tbe 
key southwest front, and the 
rebels' former chief nego- 
tiator, Khozhakhmed 
Yarikhanov.' among others. 

The leader of the Russian- 
backed Chechen govern- 
ment, Doku Zavgayev, also 
attended. The rebels in the 
past refused to meet with Mr. 
Zavgayev, but were willing to 
view him as a member of the 
Russian delegation. 
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Experts see pressing need 
for regional solution to 


water deficit in Mideast 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN - Jordan's high 
population growth rate and 
the ongoing industrialisa- 
tion development make solu- 
tions to water scarcity more 
and more pressing and show 
that the need for "water secu- 
rity" and for self-sufficiency 
in commodities is highly 
imperative. 

“To meet the increasing 
demand, the Kingdom is al- 
ready importing S2 per cent 
of the national need of 
wheat, and. by the year 
201KI. it will have to import 
:u least RS per cent of the in- 
ternal demand." considerably 
increasing its foreign debt, 
economic advisor Salem 
Boum.>& said Monday at an 
international conference on 
"the Jordanian economy in 
its regional and interna- 
tional frjmcwork: A future 
outlook." 

Analysing the reasons of 
the country’s water deficit 
and insufficient agricultural 
production, participants in a 
session dedicated to the 
likely impact of regional de- 
velopments on the water and 
agriculture sectors in Jordan 
called for immediate mea- 
sures at the local and re- 
gional level. 

Despite the Arab-lsraeli 
peace process, "the water 
situation is far from being 
settled." Water Minister 
Samir Kawar. moderator of 
the debate, pointed out. 

’ l.i i he Middle East, secu- 
r?;v means water security, 
•rd water security is the only 
• • — • ‘.-r -..ace." advisor 

• v i’iluicuy of Water, 
hiuzi Abu Niaj, said. 

Especially in' considera- 


tion of Jordan's high popula- 
tion growth rate, registered 
at 3.6 per cent last year, and 
^industrial growth, "the gap 
between water demand and 
water supply will become 
deeper and deeper." he said, 
"and the quantity of water 
available in the region is not 
sufficient to cover the grow- 
ing needs." 

Mr. Ahu Niaj blamed the 
"institutions and agencies in 
charge of water distribution" 
for "being detached from re- 
ality." and increasing the 
gap between water supply 
and water demand. 

To defeat the water deficit. 
Mr. Ahu Niaj emphasised the 
need for clear water plan- 
ning. updating of regula- 
tions and awareness cam- 
paigns to educate the public 
on the importance of saving 
water, hut also said that 
"domestic measures are not 
enough." and stressed the 
need for "serious regional 
cooperatfwi." 

Sharing the same water 
basin. Jordan. Palestine. 
Syria. Lebanon and Israel 
should set up a special re- 
gional body to regulate and 
supervise each country's use 
of water. 

"Regional cooperation 
should be bused on the prin- 
ciple of equal benefits." ac- 
cording to which a country's 
sovereignty is not absolute 
and dry lands should have 
priority over wet lands and 
each country must avoid 
damaging the water basin it 
shares with other countries. 
Mr. Ahu Niaj said. 

Warning against the risk 
of pollution of Middle East 
waters. Mr. Abu Niaj also 
said positive regional coop- 


eration between countries 
sharing a same water basin 
must be supported by "inter- 
national financial and tech- 
nical assistance, to ensure 
water security." 

Though identifying 
scarcity of water and fertile 
arable land as the main 
causes of Jordan's poor agri- 
cultural production. Dr. 
Boutros, who also repre- 
sented the Arab Society for 
Agricultural Sciences at the 
conference, stressed the neg- 
ative effects of Jack of in- 
vestment and technology 
and discrepancies between 
policies and laws on Jordan's 
agriculture. 

“The fact that we exploit' 
four million dunums of land, 
while we could very easily 
exploit five million, is very 
grave." he said. 

"Agricultural families 
have abandoned agriculture, 
creating a dependence on un- 
steady foreign labour and 
causing a loss of expertise, 
with consequent deteriorat- 
ing performances," he added. 

Furthermore, according to 
a joint Syrian-Jordanian 
study carried out in the Ghor 
region. "94 per cent of farm- 
ers do not resort to agricul- 
tural guidance, even when 
provided." Dr. Boutros said. 

He also pointed to the in- 
fluence of world economic 
cycles on the Jordanian na- 
tional economy, following 
the ongoing process of eco- 
nomic globalisation. 

"The prices of sugar and 
rice, commodities which 
Jordan does not produce but 
consume in great quantities, 
for instance." he said, "are 
expected to go up world- 
wide." 


IMF prepares plans to cut debt 
of poorest African countries 


BORDEAUX. France 
(AFP) — The International 
Monetary Fund .(IMF) is 
working on a scheme to re- 
duce debt owed by the 
poorest countries in Africa, 
the director general of the 
fund. Michel Camdessus, has 
said. 

The IMF would make 
proposals by the autumn to 
reduce these debts to a level 
"compatible with develop- 
ment." he said. He told a 
press conference at a Europe- 
Africa convention here that 
"for about 20 countries the 
debt remains unbearable 


even if the Club of Paris (of 
state creditors) has gradually 
accepted the principle of a 
reduction.” 


remained if these countries 
were to develop. 


He saitj: **If these countries 
adopted responsible policies 
for management of their eco- 
nomies and of structural in- 
vestment for a fairly long 
period, all of the creditors 
would agree to make a major 
effort so that at the end of a 
probationary period, the debt 
ratios would be reduced to an 
acceptable level, compatible 
with development.” 

But many other problems 


Earlier, in an interview 
with the regional newspaper 
Sud-Ouest. he said that 
“Africa is doing better.” In 
1995 forty countries had achieved 
growth of more than five per 
cent. In 1994 the number had 
been 20. “This rate should 
continue during the next 
three years,” he said. But 
"Africa is threatened particu- 
larly by globalisation because 
it is being marginalised by the 
great flows of international 
trade.” 


THE Daily Crossword by Kenneth Witte 


ACROSS 
1 Prepare to travel 
5 Food tish 
9 Biblical prophet 

14 Lotion ingredient 

15 Forearm bone 

16 Greek letter 

17 Fr. novelist, 
Pierre 

18 Muddy road 
sights 

19 Granted 

20 Pressure 
(someone) 

23 Spud state 

24 Makes whole 

25 "NYPD Blue" 
alert 

28 London dislrict 
30 US memoirist. 

Helen 
32 Aves. 

35 Cabal actions 

38 TV's Chase 

39 Pressure 
(someone) 

43 Woodwind 

44 Artist Max 

45 Seine 

46 Super Bowl XXX 
champ 

49 Vendetla 

51 Native - suit 

52 Type of run 

55 Seasho/e sight 
59 Pressure 
(someone) 

61 NZ nalivo 
■64 Gordie, of NHL 
fame 

65 Singer Tenmlle 

66 Be of use 

67 Humdinger 

68 Radiate 

69 Bumelt or 
Charming 

70 Noviliale 

71 — Irae 
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10 
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A# riylilr. f Curved 


DOWN 
Insect feelers 
So as to be 
heard 
Terra — 
Carradine and 
Williams 
Trustworthy 


6 Locker room 

7 Loosen laces 
8’Rigatom 

9 Witty 

10 Augury 

11 Actor Bcaity 

12 Mature 

13 Possessed 

21 White lightning 

22 BPOE member 

25 Woody 

26 Tea type 

27 Wild qoose 
29 Weed 

31 A Taylor 

32 Fine china 

33 Polka 
instruments 

34 Long scarf 

36 Alphabet run 

37 — Slate 
(Kansas) 

40 — Aviv 

4t Compass pt. 

42 Musical study 
47 When one 
wishes 



48 — Lanka 

50 Did 

housework 

53 ‘Strike while the 
iron — ‘ 

54 Muscular 
weakness 

56 A Judd 


57 Cubs' great 
Banks 

5B Actor on 25A 

59 Sextet halved 

60 Pianist Peter 

61 Singer Davis 

62 A Gardner 

63 Scull 


U.S. House passes increase 
in minimum wage 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The 
House of Representatives has 
defied its Republican lead- 
ership and approved an in- 
crease in the minimum wage 
covering all U.S. workers, 
giving Democrats and 
President Bill Clinton a much 
needed victory. 

The 90 cent increase would 
bring the U.S. minimum 
wage from $4.25 to $5.15 an 
hour by July 1997. The bill 
still faces a vote in the 
Senate. 

In what is considered a 
major victory for the 
Democrats and Mr. Clinton, 
the House passed the increase 
in a 281-144 vote after Mr. 
Clinton vowed to veto any 
bill sent him that included an 
amendment excluding many 
workers from the minimum 
wage. 

The vote came few days 
after House Democrats and 
Republicans passed a tempo- 
rary repeal of a 4.3 cents a 
gallon tax hike on gasoline 
that Mr. Clinton imposed in 
1993 as part of his deficit- 
reduction plan. The repeal 
also awaits Senate action. 

Moderare Republicans 
joined Democrats in 
opposing the amendment, 
which would have exempted 


businesses that gross less 
than $500,000 a year from 
the minimum wage. 

Mr. Clinton had said the 
amendment would have kilted 
the minimum wage for up io 
10 million workers and would 
have given rise to sweat- 
shops. 

"A bipartisan majority 
rejected the effort of the 
Republican leadership and 
recognised that raising the 
minimum wage is the right 
thing to do." Mr. Clinton 
said after the vote. "You can't 
raise a family on $4.25 on 
hour." 

He called the Republican 
amendment a "hoax (that) 
would actually have meant 
lower wages and even the 
return to sweatshop condi- 
tions." 

By adopting a higher 
minimum wage, "give people 
the hope and opportunity to 
work and at least have enough 
money to almost live in 
dignity." Democratic repre- 
sentative Sam Gejdenson ex- 
horted his colleagues during 
floor debate. 

Republicans. argued 
Democratic representative Pat 
Schroeder. are "trying to 
pretend they give you the 
minimum wage while they 


turn around and knock out 
two-thirds of the businesses 
in America from having to 
pay either the minimum wage 
or overtime." 


Republican representative 
Bill Good ling led the debate 
in favour of the failed 
amendment. He said 
Democrats opposed his 
amendment because they had 
a "tremendous hate passion in 
(their) relationship with 
small business." 

Republicans said minimum 
wage jobs are often the entry- 
point to higher paying jobs 
and warned of private-sector 
layoffs if the wage were 
raised. They also said 
Democrats were cozying up 
with labour unions in order to 
receive union campaign 
contributions. 

But in the end, 77 
Republicans voted in favour 
of increasing the minimum 
wage without the amendment 
' — one that a Democratic 
leader had branded a "poison 
pill." 

Democrats have portrayed 
the Republican Congress as 
extremist and out of touch 
with working people — a 
strategy Lhat has made some 
'Republicans sensitive and 


fearful of a voter backlash in 
November. 

"The Republican Party is 
on the wrong side of a 
fundamental issue that people 
clearly understand." said 
Texas representative Martin 
Frost, who chairs the 

Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee. 

"This one is one of the 
defining moments of the 96 
election campaign for control 
of the House of 
Representatives," Mr. Frost 
said. 

In 1992. the Republicans 
took control of both houses 
of Congress for the first time 
in four decades. 

Supporters- of a minimum- 
wage increase say the current 
$4.25 minimum wage has the 
lowest purchasing power in 
40 years. 

The Centre on Budget and 
Policy Priorities noted that 
' raising it to $5.15 an hour 
"would make up only half the 
ground that was lost to 
* inflation during the 1980s." 
it said in a statement. 

A worker earning the 
minimum wage makes $8,840 
a year — just above the 1995 
U.S. poverty level of $7,761 
for one person. 


Yemen president urges 
more economic reform 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
has urged the government of 
his impoverished country to 
press on with painful eco- 
nomic reforms, which he said 
had already begun to bear 
fruit. 

"..This programme 
represents a national 
necessity. U is the true path 
to heal the economic and 
administrative situation, 
despite the difficulties which 
took place at the beginning 
of its impIementation.."Mr. 
Saleh said."On this occasion 
I urge the government to 
press on with the economic, 
financial and administrative 
reform programme." 


"...Positive economic 
indicators of implementing 
the programme have begun to 
appear by suspending eco- 
nomic deterioration.” Mr. 
Saleh said. 

He gave no figures but said 
some promising signs were 
bringing down the budget 
deficit and inflation. 

Yemen’s 1996 forecast 25 
billion riyals budget deficit 
fell from 36 billion riyals in 
1995. 

Yemen has raised prices 
for fuel and electricity, water, 
and telephone rates as part of 
its economic reform 
programme. 

Last year such measures 
sparked short-lived riots. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Glasbergen 



‘Every afternoon I prick my finger. 
If my blood is brown, I know 
I’ve had too much coffee." 


7te % 

tfavot 

cAoice 

T% A 

yani 

M 1, 

W ewelry 

1 Amra Forum Hotel Shops. 6th Circle.-! 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. . 


THAT SCRAMBLB3 WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirton 


WU! 

LFA 



□ 



□ 


eiUSUim null Sam. Me. 
Mibatantf 


NOFET 


znz 



T 

ESACK 


y A..V 


WHENEP 


□ 


■ / \ 


Ifll be like sitting 
on a doud 



WHY THE 
UPHOLSTERER 
BECAME A 
SUCCESS. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


■m LiiiKinn 


Yesteida/5 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles-. KNACK PRINT GOATEE DIVIDE 
Answer What the park turned Into during lunch 
time — A GARDEN OF EARN* 


Peanuts 


I CAN^T MEMORIZE 
THESE POEMS! 

I CAN'T EVEN 
UNPEK5TAND THEM! 


JUST TRY TO 
60 AL0N6 WITH 
THE WORDS, SIR.. 

-zr 




Andy Capp 


CUM MAN 

osr BvsvioariONDrmwnoNAiMm 


rrwas 
AuovfiU/ , 
WECWM.’ 
I CRIED AW 
EYES OUT 


«M EBC*STWaCMEWC 
IWH»N6Sa|lHH 
CAN BE VERY 

■EMcrrrewAEj 
■EVENTSrH 

DEARS 




Mutt’n’Jeff 



forecast for Tuesday; 
may 28, 1W6 :j 


By Thomas £ Pierson, Astrobr 
ger. Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get into the 
business world early today 
and you should liken to 
what an expert has to sug- 
gest,' and then you can 
follow this advice for if 
you do so you will discov- 
er some secret of his or 
her success. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Get busy today 
and pursue your career 
activities without fear of 
reprisal, and don’t permit 
a pessimistic individual 
from the desired progress 
which you have been seek- 
ing for sometime. This is a 
good day for some recrea- 
tions. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) If you listen to the 
advice of a good close 
friend who has your best 
interests at heart you will 
not go wrong if you follow 
his or her suggestions, £ 
thereby you will see that - 
you will improve your life* 
considerably. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Join a 
group of fellow business 
associates today in some 
new project which can be 
very profitable to you all 
at this time. Use tact in 
how you conduct your 
career activities tonight 
and everything will go well 
for you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) One in a high position 
of authority will take note 
of your fine efforts you 
expend today, and you 
could easily gain many of 
the benefits which can be 
expended by this indi-£ 
vidual. Take it easy ' 
tonight with your loved 
ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You can 
expand your horizons to- 
day since the planets are 
in a favourable position in 1 
your celestial construction : 
ainrf you can add to your ’ 
present career activities 
which are worthwhile for 
you in the days ahead. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Don’t permit 
a fellow associate to take 
up too much of your valu- 
able time today and you 
then solve some family 
affair very easily to the 
satisfaction of all those 
who reside under your 
roof. jfc 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Go with a 
fellow associate and a 
creative friend to a place 
where you can discuss an’ 
important project and re- 
ceive the necessary assist- 
ance which will be needed 
for the completion of this 
project. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
You have to endeavor 
harder if you want to 
make added money at 
your career activities, so 
don’t all any distraction to 
cloud your judgment of 
you could face serious 
complication in the effort 
which you expend. 

CAPRICORN: (Decern-* 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
have to be more charming 
with new contacts today if 
you want to make a" pro- 
ject really success in the 
eyes of those in charge. 
Tonight will be good for 
any new endeavours 
which do materialise in 
the days ahead. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
ft) February 19) Have 
quiet discussions with 
your loved ones at home 
so that conditions there 
can be improved and more 
harmony will be estab- 
lished, thereby preventing 
any disagreements in the 
days ahead, which could 
be prevented. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Join with fellow 
associates and close 
friends so that some prac£ 
tical aims can be achievear 
You will discover better 
methods of communicat- 
ing with them and thereby 
squash any difficulties 
which could develop- 
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Birthstone of May: Emerald 
— Citrine 
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Jordan, S. Arabia to 
set up holding company 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti received at his office 
Monday a 63-member Saudi 
Arabian economic delegation 
headed by the president of 
the chamber of trade and 
industry, Abdul Rahman 
Jureisi, and discussed with 
him economic relations and 
joint investments. 

Mr. Jureisi said: “There 
are vast opportunities for 
economic cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. The 
two sides discussed the estab- 
lishment of a Jordanian- 
Saudi holding firm to carry 
.out different projects in the 
two countries.” 

Mr. Jureisi praised Jorda- 
nian expertise and potentials 
to provide a suitable climate 
for investments. “We seek an 
increase in the volume of 
trade between our two 
brethren countries, which 
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reached JD 165 million last 
year, and we welcome an 
increase of Jordanian pro- 
ducts m Saudi markets be- 
cause they are of good quality 
and can compete with similar 
products from other coun- 
tries,” he said. 

Mr. Kabariti outlined Jor- 
dan's new regulations to en- 
hance investment through the 
investment promotion law. 
“The new economic legisla- 
tion in Jordan would contri- 
bute to further attracting 
capital from abroad,” he 
pointed out. 

Mr. Jureisi said the delega- 
tion's meeting with the Jorda- 
nian businessmen Sunday 
was a good chance to ex- 
change views on joint pro- 
jects. 

Mr. Kabariti hosted a dinner 
in honour of all Arab delegations 
attending the Jordanian indust- 
rial exhibition. 



Ministry of Supply readies 
programme to engage 
private sector in importing 
rice , sugar 


*# AFTER 22 YEARS of being the sole importer of basic 
foodsrafls, the Ministry of Snpply has decided to give the 
private sector a role in such imports and is expected to 
announce a decision in this regard over the coming few 
days after working out a mechasim to that effect with 
leading importers of food products. According to a senior 
official at the ministry. Supply Minister Munir Sobar met a 
number of private sector importers recently and further 
meetings will be held to arrive at a mechasim for 
implementing this new approach which must be adopted 
sooner or later in line with the economic restructuring 
programme- The official, who preferred anonymity, re- 
vealed that the programme which is being carried out since 
1989 in consultation with the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund, obliges the Ministry of 
Supply to $ive up importing and pricing basic foodstuffs by 
the beginning of 1998 and to hand over this task to the 
private sector. 

“The ministry should have implemented this new policy 
from the beginning of this year had it not been for the fast 
(international) price rises on all basic foodstuffs, especially 
wheat, from early 1996," the official source said, noting 
that this situation has delayed the general transfer process 
“for fear that the increase in (world) prices would have an 
impact on the consumers.” He indicated that more than JD 
320 million are involved in purchasing basic foodstuffs and 
delivering it to consumers and that the ministry currently 
fixes prices of 25 food items as specified in the supply law. 

In general terms, the official explained, the mechanism 
for allowing the private sector to import basic foodstuffs 
will include only the two items of rice and sugar in the first 
stage. The ministry will continue to buy the normal 
amounts of these two products to prevent any monopolisa- 
tion that may occur from the private sector. The permission 
to the private sector to import rice and sugar will be 
accompanied by a decision to stop price fixing for the two 
products as the ministry will allow their prices to float and 
to be specified by the private sector. Under this process, 
the Ministry of Supply will be carrying out two main 
functions. The first by continuing to import the subsidised 
amounts of rice and sugar until subsidies are totally 
cancelled whenever the opportunity arises. This role would 
eosure that low-income people and those who hold supply 
cards would continue to receive their needs. The second 
function for the ministry would be in continuing to import 
additional amounts of rice and sugar to achieve food 
security and build a strategic stock to be tapped if 
monopolies arise or if traders raise prices above real levels. 
In such cases, the ministry will put large amounts of rice 
and sugar on the market at the free price it applies to break 
up any emerging monopolies. The official did not see such 
a situation happening because by that time, the anti- 
monopoly law now under finalisation, will be taking effect. 

The ministry estimated rice consumption for this year at 
85,000 tonnes, of which 90 per cent will be sold at the 
subsidised price, and the sugar consumption at 181,000 
tonnes of which 45 per cent will be sold at'the subsidised 
price. 

The ministry has been withdrawing from the market 
from time to time and whenever the opportunity arises. In 
1990. it left the import of fresh meat to th private sector and 
since then have also quit-dealings in lentils, chickpeas, 
frozen chicken and olive oil in addition to floating prices of 
many other food supplies (Al Dustour). 


Dow’s 100th 
anniversary stirs 
memories, hopes 


NEW YORK (R) — The Dow 
Jones industrial average 
marked its lOChh anniversary 
Sunday, a major milestone for 
Wall Street that has seen 
dizzying climbs and crashes 
and now hopes to enter a 
golden era. 

"It is the oldest and best- 
known index. No matter how 
many indices are created, it's 
the one index written into ev- 
ery stock market lead. When 
people read the Dow is up. 
they feel the economy is 
more expansive." said 
William Lefevre. a senior 
market analyst at Ehrenkrantz 
King Nussbaum. 

Mr. Lefevre recalled his 
early professional days. "I 
started on Wall Street in June 
1949. Harry S- Truman was 
president, the Dow was at 160 
and it was the hottest summer 
in history." 

On Wednesday, the Dow 
closed at a record 5,778, 
though it backed off from the 
high on Thursday to end at 
5,762. 

Mr. Lefevre said the 
biggest turnover he saw on 
the floor W3S 14 million 
shares. The New York Slock 
Exchange's fNYSE) record 
volume of 653.16 million 
shares was set on Dec. 15. 
1995. 

Like the rest of the world. 
Wall Street and the Dow have 
endured some dramatic 
changes over the past cen- 
tury. 

The index was created by 
Dow Jones Co. and first ap- 
peared on May 26. 1896. 
consisting of 12 
"smokestack" companies. 
Today, it has 30 components 
chosen as representative of 
the broad market and 
American industry. 

While the index has been 
criticised for not being broad 


enough to represent the U.S. 
stock market, it remains an 
enduring snapshot of the 
economy and a household 
name. The 30 huge stocks 
represent 10-12 per cent of*, 
gross domestic product. 

"People can relate to it. 
It's easy to remember. They 
don't know where the S.P. 
500 is.” said Bob Stovall, 
president of Stovall/2 1st 
Advisers. 

Mr. Stovall recalled the 
scars left on investor memo- 
ries decades after the 1929 
market crash, when the Dow 
plunged 69 points, or 24 per 
cent, from Oct. 2S-29. 

"People were mesmerised 
with 1929 ... People talk now 
about 1987 (when the Dow. 
plunged 22.6 per cent, on 
oct. 19). but people had the 
1929 crash in their minds for 
25 years." 

Analysts said ihc investor 
type has also changed. 

Mr. Lefevre said that wheiL 
he started, most investors, 
were from Main Sireet. : 
"People gave it a shot and did ' 
research and bought stocks of 
companies that earned money 
and had new products." 

"But in the 1970s. with 
various laws creating pools 
of money, it became institu- 
tions that were the investors. 
In the 1980s came options, 
and stocks became commodi- 
ties and not shares of busi- 
nesses." he said. 

Analysts said the informa- 
-tion age have wrought the 
most dramatic changes on 
Wall Street. 

Mr. Lefevre said- in the 
1950s and 1960s as a trader 
on the floor or the NYSE he 
did not have computers. "1 
used a No. 2 pencil and paper 
and we had a lot of runners. 
It's such a difference between j 
then and now with computeri- 
•saiion." 
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Buddy Lazier wins Indy 500 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Af- 
ter hobbling to his car with 
the aid of a cane as a result of 
injuries suffered in a crash 
two months ago. Buddy 
Lazier won the both running 
of the Indianapolis 500 mile 
race on Sunday. 

Lazier, a second- 
generation driver whose 
father Bob never had much 
luck at Indianapolis, nipped 
fellow American Davy Jones 
by seven-tenths of a second 
for his first lndycar victory. 

“It still feels like a dream." 
said Lazier. 

“It feels like I*m going 10 
wake up and need to go the 
racetrack to get ready to 
race. It hasn't sunk in. It’s 
not going to sink in for a 
week or two. You dream 
about it and feel you have 
some ability, but you have to 
have a car like I was given." 

Lazier, from Vail. Colora- 
do. drove a Reynard/Ford 
owned by Ron Hemelgam. 
an exercise centre Guru. 
Jones drove a Lola- 
Mercedes-llmor. 

Californian Richie Hearn 
placed third in his Reynard/ 
Ford. 

The race was marred by a 
last-tap three-car accident 
which took out Italian Mona- 
co resident Alessandro Zam- 
pedri. Colombian-born 
American Roberto Guerrero 
and Eliso Salazar of Chile. 
However, Zumpedrie was 
fourth. Guerrero fifth and 
Salazar was sixth in the final 
standings. 

Fifty-four-year-old Dannv 
Ongais. who started last in 
substitution for Scott Brayton 
who died in practice, was 
seventh. Hideshi Matsuda of 
Japan eighth. 

The Rookie-Laden Indy 
500 for the first time had a 
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The 1996 US 500 champion 
pumps his fist in celebration aj 
finish line to win the inaugural 

rival race due to a political 
split in the sport. Most of the 
top lndycar stars were com- 
peting in the inaugural U.S. 
500 in Brooklyn. Michigan. 

Lazier started on the pole 
of the opening race of the 
fledgling Indy racing league 
circuit in Florida, but had 
problems and finished 17th. 
His luck was even worse in 
Arizona last March 24 when 
he suffered serious back in- 
juries in a crash. 

Team manager Lee Kunz- 
man wasn't sure that Lazier 
would be able to run at Indi- 
anapolis but the driver, 
whose best previous finish in 
four appearances at Indiana- 
polis was 14th in 1992. came 


Jimmy Vasser US 500 IndyCar race at Michigan Intonation- 
he crosses the a! Speedway, May 26 (Reuters photo) 
running of the 


back strong. 

He averaged 147.956 mph 
(238.106 kph) for the 200-lap 
race after starting in the mid- 
dle of the second row. 

Jones started in the middle 
of the front row. 

There were five leaders in 
the race. Lazier led for 43 of 
the 200 circuits. Rookie Tony 
Stewart started on the pole in 
his Lola/Manard and led the 
first 31 laps before pitting. 
Stewart also led laps 42 
through 54. but Engine prob- 
lems then sidelined him. 

Other lap leaders were 
Goerrero. Jones and Zam- 
pedri. 

"This is still the greatest 
race in the world.” exulted 


Lazier, while admitting he 
was in severe back pain even 
during interviews afterward. 

"The key moment in the 
race was the first time I led 
(on lap 38) and was able to 
run away from them.” he 
said. “The last iU laps were 
as risky as I ever would want 
it to be. It was all-out. My 
mechanics said the car in 
front was the guy you want.” 
referring to Jones, then the 
leader. 

Lazier said he was extra 
happy to come back from his 
injuries. His number 91 car 
was painted a gaudy purple 
and green. It was the first car 
with that number ever to win 
the Indianapolis race. 


Drummond 
spoils day 
for Lewis 

EUGENE, Oregon (R) — 
Playful Jon Drummond 
spoiled Carl Lewis's final 
race before the U.S. Olympic 
trials with a close 200 metres 
victory at the Prefontaine 
Classic Grand Prix meeting 
on Sunday. 

Drummond, as well known 
for his trackside antics as his 
speed, clocked a wind- 
assisted 20.20 seconds on a 
cool Oregon afternoon to 
beat the fast-closing Lewis by 
two-hundredths of a second 
and end a string of strong 
showings by Lewis, who said 
he was bothered by a cold. 

*Tm definitely the spoiler 
to the sport,” said Drum- 
mond. “Just when you think 
you're on top, a little guy like 
me shows up and beats you.” 

Lewis, who said he stum- 
bled at the start and did not 
run the second half of the 
curve aggressively enough, 
said he would now go home 
to Houston and train for the 
U.S. Olympic trials, which 
begin June 14 in Atlanta. 

“One race does not make a 
season,'* the eight-times 
Olympic champion said. “I'm 
running fine. The least of my 
worries is one race.” 

Drummond's surprising 
victory came after he had 
finished second to Nigerian 
Olapade Adeniken in the 
men’s 100 metres with a time 
of 10.16. Adeniken won the 
race in 10.13 seconds with 
world record holder Leroy 
Burrell, who is coming back 
from an injury, finishing fifth 
in 10.26 seconds. 


Request for proposals 
for Surface Geophysical Surveying 

On behalf of the "Water Quality improvement and Conservation" Project, 
Ministry of Water & Irrigation, a U.S contractor invites experienced 
Surface Geophysical Contracting firms to prepare proposals to provide data 
collection, and interpretation for an EM37 and refraction seismic survey 
relative to a Feasibility Study of Artificial Recharge in Jordan. 

; - Offerors are requested to pick up 

RFP No. Jordan 96-01 3 documents 
at room 203, Ministry of Water & Irrigation Building 
beginning 1 2:00 O'clock noon, Wednesday May 29, 1 996. 

Closing date for offers is 1 2:00 O'clock noon, 

Sunday June 9, 1 996. 


Bebeto scores twice 
on emotional farewell 


MADRID (R) — Brazilian 
Woiid Cup striker Bebeto 
scored twice in an emotional 
final appearance on Sunday 
after four years at Deportivo 
Coruna. 

‘Tve helped to make De- 
portivo great,” said Bebeto, 
who was fighting- back tears 
as he left the field after being 
substituted in the 70th minute 
of the 2-2 draw with Barcelo- 
na. 

Bebeto moves to Brazilian 
side Flamengo, and hopes to 
play as one of three over-23 
players to be allowed in the 
Olympic tournament at the 
Atlanta Games. 

He opened the scoring at 
the end of the first half after 


putting away a pass from 
Aitor Begiristain, who 
appeared to resist shooting to 
line up a pass for his team- 
mate. 

Bebeto celebrated his 
second — scored with charac- 
teristic class after he had 
beaten the Barcelona, offside 
trap — by lifting his shirt to 
reveal a vest emblazoned 
‘Riazor Blues’, the name of a 
supporters’ dub at the Riazor 
Stadium. 

Barcelona fought back to 
draw a game in which nothing 
was at stake for either sides. 
Atletico Madrid dinched the 
Spanish championship on 
Saturday by beating Albacete 
2 - 0 . 



Huge discounts on British Airways 
scheduled flights to over 30 destinations 
worldwide. For example: 

Amman £150 

Restrictions and set durations apply. 

Price quoted is return, inclusive of taxes. 
Availability strictly limited to one seat per flight. 
London departures. 

Call 01815647009 

for details. Mon.-Fri. 0900-1700. 

Or write with s.a.e. quoting rcfJT/01 to 
British Airways Travel Shops. Export Cargo 
Terminal Si 26, Heathrow Airport. 1 \v’6 2JS. 

British Airways 


Travel Shops ^ 


Jordan Design & Trade Center cordially invites you to attend 

elements 

by Salim Bandak 


% - * 




O 

fNJJit Inn ill ilu»lt 

Jordan Design 
& Trade Center 


The exhibition runs from May 11th - June 10th 

NOORAL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

TEL 699141/2 OPENING HOURS 8:OOAM-7:OOPM 

[Off Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Gardens 
& Safeway, 2nd right after gas station] 
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Seattle Super Souics forward Shawn Kemp (40) slam dunks as he is 
fouled by Utah Jazz centre Felton Spancer (left) during first half 
action of their NBA Western Conference finals series game four. 
Seattle won 88-86 and leads the best-of-seven series 3-1 (Reuters 
photo) 

Sonics squeak by Jazz 4 
for 3-1 lead 


SALT LAKE CITY (R) — Gary 
Payton scored 19 points, 
including a pair of clutch 
baskets in the final two- 
minutes. to help the Seattle 
Supersooics. hold on for; a 
narrow 88-86 victory over 
the Utah Jazz and a 
commanding 3-1 lead in the 
Western Conference finals. 

Sam Perkins came off the 
bench to score 20 points and 
Shawn Kemp, despite foul 
trouble, scored 18 for Seattle, 
which moved within one win 
of its first trip to the NBA fi- 
nals in 17 years. 

The Supersonics. who 
blew an eight-point lead in 
the fourth quarter, can close 
out the series with a home 
win cuesday. 

"We stayed together 
tonight and did what we had 
to do to win," Payton said, 
"we concentrated a little more 
tonight and knocked down 
our free throws. We had good 
focus this time and it was nice 
for us to get a win." 

The Sonics 1 loss in game 3 
was their only road defeat in 
six games of the playoffs so 
far. 

Karl Malone scored 25 
points and Jeff Hornacek 
added 19 for the Jazz, who 
lost at home in the playoffs 
for the first time in eight 


games and were done in by 
poor foul shooting. Utah was 
third in the league in free- 
throw percentage during the 
season but made just 1 i-of-22 
from the line, ....... 

"If you shoot 50 percent at. 
the free- throw line in a two- 
point baJIgame, it’s hard to 
win." Utah coach Jerry Sloan 
said, "you’ll put yourself in a 
hole every time." 

The Jazz lied the game 
with an 8-0 run to open the 
final period and there were 
four lead changes and two ties 
before Payton took charge as 
he has throughout the post- 
season. 

The Seattle point guard 
sank a comer jumper as the 
shot clock expired to give the 
Sonics an 85-S2 lead with 
1:53 to play. After Malone 
made a free throw, Payton' 
drove past John Stockton for 
a swooping layup and an 87- 
83 bulge with 1 :22 left. 

Homacek made a technical 
foul shot and Antoine Can- 
scored inside to pull the Jazz 
within one point with under a 
minute to go. but Utah wasted 
two chances to win in the fi- 
nal 20 seconds. 

Hornacek's pass went 
through Malone's hands and 
was grabbed by Detlef 
■Schrempf. who was fouled and 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAH MfiSCH 
C15» Mi hnm me 


HANDLE WITH CAKE 


East-West vulnerable South 
deals . 

'NORTH 

*9 

OQ 1084 
0 AQJ43 
+ J 105 

WEST EAST 

*KQJS7 *432 

V9 7KJ7S32 

0 K 9 6 5 -M0 2 

* A83 *74 

SOUTH 
* A 10 6 5 
“A 6 
*87 

AKQ9G2 
The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* la 20 PftH 


P»w 3NT 
Pass 


Opening lead: Eng of * 

Ask experts which or the myriad 
conventions in common use today 
they consider an essential weapon 
in their arsenal, and we venture to 
suggest that the Negative Double 
would win overwhelmingly. That is 
a double by responder of an overcall 
as a takeout bid rather than for 
penalties. 

A Negative Double by North of 
wests one-spade overcall on this 
auction would have shown the red 
suits and tolerance for opening bid- 
ders ant — a perfect description of 
North* hand. Since North-South 
were not employing the convention. 
North opted for a free two-level 


made one free throw with 12 
seconds left. 

After a timeout. Stockton 
dribbled the length of the 
court and passed to Malone. 
.*ha was double-teamed. He 
-&a.ve it back no . Stockton, 
whose long three-pointer 
went off the front of the rim 
as time expired. 

“You just hope it doesn't- 
go in." said Kemp, "you 
know he can hit big shots 
like that. We feel good about 
our chances. This isn’t an 
easy place to come in and 
win." 

Kemp battled foul trouble 
for the third straight game 
and fouled out with 1:37 to 
go. The Sonics overcame 23 
turnovers by making 
36 free throws. 

Hersey Hawkins scored 12 
points and Schrempf added 1 1 
as Seattle shot 49 percent 
(26-of-53) from the field 
while tying a playoff record 
for fewest shots attempted, 
set last year by Cleveland. 

"We win in different 
ways." Sonics coach George 
Karl said, "one night it might 
be shawn and one night it 
might be free throws. Some 
nights we shoot threes well. 
Tonight we were fortunate to 
get to the line and make 
them." 


response in a suit higher- ranking 
ihan opener-*, and an uncomfort- 
aoie three -no- trump contract was 
the result. 

West led the king of spades and, 
when declarer held up the are. con- 
tinued with the queen. A second 
holdup by south forced West io 
switch, since a spade continuation 
wouldconcede a second trick in the 
sun The nine of hearts was covered 
by the ten and jack and token with 
™ ace - and ‘he jack of diamond* 
was successfully finessed. West 
emulated declarer bv twice holding 

up ‘he ace of clubs 'when tho jack 
was led from the table and a low 1 

ihi i° 4?® nin t * provided access to 
the closed hand 

,x?j : - !jrer ^ entry to repeat 
the diamond finesse, then cashed 

dl ? car 4ing the ten or 
spades from hand, in the hope tha 
suit would tareak. When it did not. 
declarer exitpd with the ten of chibs 
to Wests ace. West could cash the. 
Jvl 1 * “ lan, °ndji > but was then 

^ Meed to put declarer back on play 
with a spade, and two goad clubs 
gove South a total offline tneka 



CINEMA- 


634144 


L PHILaDELPHifl 


Sharon Stone & 
Robert DeniroJn 

Casino 

Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:00, 9:00 




CONCORD “1” 

* Wild Orchid 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

FUGITIVE 

Show: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 




Watch!!! 
the new play 


. PRESENTS ■ 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Human Rights’ 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 









Sports 

U.S. Soccer League 

% Galaxy remain only unbeaten team 

’ LOS ANGELES (R) — If there is a Major 


$ 


.\ 


- ' ' v U ITACKIWI 

League Soccer team that can defeat the Los 
Angeles Galaxy, it hasn't asserted itself vet. 

Harm Karapetyan tallied twice for Los 
Angeles and Eduardo Hurtado struck for the 
tie-breaking goal in the 68th minute, as the 
Galaxy remained the League's only unbeaten 
train with a 3-2 victory over the Columbus 
(few on Sunday. 

Los Angeles (7-0. 21 points), which cnjovs 
a healthy seven-point lead over the second- 
ly Dallas Bum (6-3. 14) in the Western 
Conference, needed a kev save by reserve 
goalkeeper David Kramer.' who denied Mike 
Clark with five minutes remaining to secure 
the victory. 

Kramer replaced regular goalkeeper Joree 
Campos of Mexico, who moved to forward to 
replace the injured John Guryev in the 7yth 
minute. 

Pete Marino scored twice for Columbus 
(3-5). which lost its third consecutive eume. 
but remained in second place in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Los Angeles midfielder Mauricio Cien- 
foegos of El Salvador was forced from the 
game when he suffered a deep laceration to 
Ms left shin after being tripped bv Columbus 
midfielder Todd Yeagley in the 27th minute. 
\ Yeagley was given his marching orders six 
^hinutes later for accruing his second yellow 
card of the match. 

In Foxboro. Massachusetts, the New Eng- 
land Revolution (4-3) lost a two-goal lead, but 
still managed a 3-2 shootout victory ovtfr the 
Colorado Rapids (3-5). 

Victor Melia. who had been acquired in a 
trade from the San Jose clash last week, 
scored the only shootout goal. Jim St. Andre, 
who replaced starting goalkeeper Jim Adams 
after he was red-carded for handling the ball 


outside of the penalty area, stopped all five 
shootout attempts. 

After New England grubbed a 2-0 advan- 
tage behind Argentine ^Alberto Navcda and 
Jeff Aunger. Colorado rebounded with goals 
from U.S. international forward Roy Wegerle 
and Jean Harbour in the final 14 minutes. 

At Kansas City, the Wiz overcame a 1-0 
deficit in the final eight minutes to hand the 
visiting New York/New Jersey Metrostare 
(3-5) a 2-1 lews. 

Preki. who had played the hist two seasons 
with Everron in the English Premier League, 
set up Alan Prampin's tying goal in the 82nd 
minute and scored the game-winner two 
minutes from time against U.S. World Cup 
goalkeeper Tony Meola. 

Forward Giuvanni Savarese, recalled to 
the Venezuelan national team for a World 
Cup qoatifyuig match on June 2. scored his 
league-best eighth goal for New York. 

Two days after the loss. New York coach 
Eddie Firmani resigned, becoming the first 
MLS coaching casualty. Assistant Ralph 
Perez was named Interim coach. Former 
Portuguese national team and Sporting Lis- 
bon coach Carlos Ouetroz. who turned down 
and offer to direct the U.S. national ream last 
year, is believed to be in line to succeed 
Firmani. 

In Dallas. Colombian midfielder Curios 
VaJderrama set up Roy Lassiters goal with 
eight minutes remaining to lift the'Eustcrn- 
Conference-leading Tampa Buy Mutiny (6-2) 
to a 1-0 victory over Dallas. Tampii Buy. 
which won for the fourth consecutive time, 
snapped Dallas' winning streuk at three 
games. 

The San Jose Clash and D. C. United were 
idle last week, but return to action this week. 


Switzerland 
win World 
Team Cup 
Final 

DUESSELDORF. Germany 
(AP) — Switzerland won its 
first world team cup title Sun- 
day when Jakob Hlasek and 
Marc Rosset beat the Czech 
Doubles team of Petr Korda 
and Daniel Vacek, 6-3. 6-4. 

The doubles match decided 
the title after Switzerland and 
the Czech Republic split the 
day’s two singles matches. 

Rosset beat the Czech Re- 
public's Bohdan Ulihraeh 7-6 
(7-4), 6-2, after Hlasek lost to 
Korda 3-6, 4-6. 

The Czech Republic 
reached the finals after Rus- 
sia lost Saturday to the Un- 
ited States, which had 
already been eliminated from 
the finals. 

On Saturday, world No. 1 
Pete Sahipras made bis first 
tournament appearance since 
the May 3 death of coach Tim 
Gullikson to brain cancer. 
Sampras, who was routed by 
Russia’s Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
6-3, 6-2. said he was feeling a 
little rusty but that back 
spasms were no longer a 
problem. 

The S1.9 million event 
gave many top players a final 
tuneup on day for the French 
Open, which started Mon- 
day. 


Indians 


beat 

U“ r r ; Tigers 


DETROIT (R) — Albert Belle 
hit two solo homers and 
k Manny Ramirez homered and 
Jlrove in three runs as the 
Cleveland Indians handed the 
Detroit Tigers their ninth 
straight loss, 6-3 in a 
matchup Friday of the best 
and worst teams in baseball. 

Kenny Lofton also hit a 
solo homer for the Indians, 
who have won 10 of their 
- last 13 games and are 31-14: 

• Eric Plunk (1-0) did not- 41- 
low a hit in two scoreless' in- 
nings for the win. He walked 
two and struck out two and 
has allowed only one run in 
his last 13 appearances. 

Jose Mesa struck out one 
in a perfect ninth inning for 
his league-leading 18th save. 

Randy Veres (0-3) yielded 
the tie-breaking homer to 
Belle in the eighth as the 
Tigers lost for the 29th time 
in their last 33 games. 
JDetroit is now 12-36, the 
^nly team in baseball with a 
winning percentage under 
.300. 

Belle led off the eighth 
with his league-leading 19th 
homer to put the Indians 
ahead for good, 4-3. 

"There were some fans sit- 
ting behind our dugout arid 
they were on him' unmerci- 
fully, - said Cleveland man- 
ager Mike Hargrove about 
the Volatile Belle. 

"He never blinked or 
turned around and acted ad- 
versely. He just went up and 
hit a couple of home runs. 
Albert handled it pretty well. 

"I've said all along he's 
Che most well- prepared hitter 
I've been around. I'm not so 

sure he's not one of the best 
right-handed hitters, period." 

Belle had three bits and 
*; os hit safely in 23 of his 
last 24 games. 

"I’ve seen this guy so 
many times and when he gets 
hot, there's no way you can 
stop him," said Detroit man- 
ager Buddy Bell. 

Travis Fryman homered 
for Detroit. 

In Seattle, Ken Griffey JR 
hit a career-high three 
homers to pace a 14-hit at- 
tack and Sterling Hitchcock 
won for the first time in 
nearly six weeks as the 
Mariners routed the New 
York Yankees 10-4. 

Griffey went 4-for-5 with 
a team-record five runs 
scored. Now hitting .301 
with 15 homers and 36 RBI 
after a slow start, he has four 
homers and 12 RBI in his 
last four games. 

Hitchcock (4-2), acquired 
during the off-season from 
the Yankees, allowed three 
and eight hits in seven 
innings, walking three and 
striking out three. 

Scott Kamieniecki (1-2) 
took the loss. 

In Baltimore, defensive 
replacement Gregg Zaun sin- 
gled in Bobby Bonilla in the 
bottom of the 1 0th inning, 
lifting the Orioles to a 5-4 
victory over the Oakland 
Athletics. 
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The Boston Red Sox third baseman Tim Naering yells as he dives 
and misses the California Angels Rex Hndler base hit in the third 
inning May 26 in Anaheim, CA. The Angels beat the Red Sox, 12-2 
(Renters photo) 


Reliever Carlos Reyes (3- 
8) became the first eight- 
game loser in the major 
leagues. Reliever Roger 
McDowell (I-l) pitched the 
last two innings for the win. 

Baltimore won for the 
10th lime in. 13 games. 
Oakland lost for the eighth 
time in 10 games. 

Jeffrey Hammonds hit a 
three-run homer for 
Baltimore while Oakland's 
Mark McGwire hit a two-run 
homer, his eighth in S2 at- 
bats this season. 

Baltimore's Roberto 
Alomar had two hits to main- 
tain his league-leading .400 
average. 

In Kansas City. Mark 
Gubicza pitched a four-hitter 
for his first complete game 
of the season and Keith 
Lockhart belted a two run- 
homer to lead the Royals to 
their fifth straight win, 8-0 
over the Texas Rangers. 

Gubicza (4-6) struck out 
two and walked none as he 
broke a personal two-game 
slide. 

Bobby Witt (4-4) took the 
loss. 

At California. Chuck Fin- 
ley combined with relievers 
Mike James and Troy 
Percival on a four-hitter and 


Garret Anderson drove in two 
runs and scored another to 
lead the California Angels to 
a 3-1 victory over the 
Boston Red Sox. 

Finley (6-2) allowed a run 
and four hits over seven in- 


nings. He walked four and 
struck out six. 

Aaron Sele (2-4) gave up 
all three runs and seven hits. 

Tim Naehring homered for 
Boston. 


FOR RENT 


A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED 
APARTMENT. 3 BEDROOMS. 3 BATHROOMS. 
SPACIOUS RECEPTION, T.V. AND DINING 
ROOM, FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN. 
PANORAMIC VIEW IN ONE OF THE BEST 
LOCATIONS IN RABIA. 

PLEASE CALL TEL: 

838758 7 079-31234 / 684113 


AMERICAN CAR FOR SALE 
CUSTOMS DUTY UNPAID 



Lincoln owned by American citizen, 1994 with full 
options, works by remote control, cassette plus 
CD, moon roof, power seat, leather seats, 28,000 
miles. Price $ 27,000 (negotiable). 

For more information call Tel: 603035 
extension 604 Mr. George Qaoud. 


n 
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Request for proposals 
for Environmental and 
Engineering Design Services 

On behalf of fhe "Water Quality Improvement and Conservation" Project, 
Ministry of Water & Irrigation, a U.S contractor invites Environmental 
Engineering Consulting firms to provide support Services for fhe execution of 
an Environmental Impact Assessment ana Preliminary Engineering Design 
relative to a Feasibility Study of Artificial Recharge in Jordan. 

Offerors are requested to pick up 
RFP No. Jordan 96-01 2 documents 
at room 203, Ministry of Water & Irrigation Building 
beginning 1 2:00 O'clock noon, Wednesday May 29, 1 996. 




Closing date for offers is 1 2:00 O'clock noon, 
Sunday June 9, 1 996. 
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FRENCH OPEN 

Agassi struggles ; Huber downs Fernandez 

PARIS (AP) — Playing 
sloppy tennis in the rain and 
reprimanded for foul 
language, third-seeded Andre 
Agassi struggled to defeat a 
qualifier Monday on opening 
day of the French Open. 

With 77 unforced errors, 

Agassi managed to defeat 
Jacobo Diaz of Spain 6-1, 6-7 
(7-9), 6-4, 6-4. Diaz, making 
his debut at a Grand Slam 
event, had 44 unforced errors. 

Meanwhile, two top- 
seeded women easily defeated 
their first-round challengers 
before rain delayed afternoon 
games for 90 minutes. 

Fifth-seeded Iva Majoli of 
Croatia, fourth-ranked in the 
world, defeated Silke Meier of 
Germany 6-3, 6-4. 

Anke Huber of Germany, 
sixth-seeded at the French 
Open and a finalist in 
January's Australian Open, 
had little trouble stopping 
American Gigi Fernandez 6-2, 

6-2. 

They played on a damp 
center court where Pete 
Sampras was playing Magnus 
Gustafsson in the afternoon. 

"It was awful playing,” 
said the fifth-ranked Huber. 

"It was cold and there was 
always a bit of rain.” 

Agassi steamrolled 
through the first set against 
Diaz 6-1 in 24 minutes. But 
after making five forehand 
errors, Agassi lost the 
second set 7-6 (9-7). threw 
his racket and received a 
warning for an audible 
obscenity. 

The chair umpire gave him 
a point penalty for another 
audible obscenity when he 
lost a serve in the third set 
before winning it 6-4. 

"I've had some of my best 
memories here and some of 
my worst," 

Agassi said after the 
match. 

Agassi is one of the 
leading players who's not 
suffering from some injury or 
pain going into the two-week 
tournament. The favorite and 
defending champ, Austria's 
Thomas Muster, has- been 
nursing a' sprained ankle suf- 
fered last week. 

While No. 2-ranked Muster 
was spared the first day of 
play, top-seeded and top- 
ranked Pete Sampras, was 
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Andre Agassi of the USA trains before his match against Jacobo Diaz of 
Spain in the first round of the French Open at Roland Garros Stadium, 
May 27th (Reuters photo) 


playing while recovering 
from back spasms. 

Sergi Bruguera. the 1993. 
and 1994 champion 
recovering from a foot injury, 
was to face fellow Spaniard 
Javier Sanchez. 

Seventh-seeded jim courier 
was playing Andre Olhovskiy 
of Russia in the afternoon. 

On the women's side. 
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VILLA FOR RENT 



CONSIST OF 4 BEDROOMS ^BATHROOMS, 
LAUNDRY ROOM, GARAGE & GARDEN 460M2 


PLEASE CALL 614597 



Executive Secretary 

with the following qualifications : 

- Perfect command of the English 
Language* 

- Good Working Experience. 

- Good experience in using Computer 

If interested come personally to 
Abu Shakra Trading Agency at 
A1 Bayader Opposite Arab Bank 
with C.V. and a photo . 

On Tuesday from 9 - 1 & 3 - 6 


defending champion Steffi 
Graf had the opening day off 
and said she felt surprisingly 
healthy after months of 
health problems. 

"I think l‘m better prepared 
than I was last year." she said 
Sunday, adding that she felt 
no pain from her chronic foot 
and back injuries. 

Seles, the three-time 
French winner returning for 
the first time since she was 


stabbed by a fan three years 
ago, faced Caroline Dhenln 
Monday. Seles was hampered 
by a sore shoulder that forced 
her to pull out of the Madrid 
Open on Friday after one 
match. 

Dhenin, a 2 1 -year-old 
frenchwoman ranked 168th, 
said she planned to take ad- 
vantage of Seles' injury by 
"Hitting high balls to make 
her lift her shoulder." 


CAR FOR SALE 

TOYOTA MR2, Twincam, 16V, model 87. 
A/C, cruise control, electric windows, 
sunroof, alarm, automatic transmission, 
extras. Colour Black. Duty paid. 

Tel: Mobile 079 24334 



Jordan's leading environmental organisation 

THE ROYAL 
SOCIETY FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF 
NATURE 

the only non-govemmental organisation in Jordan 
responsible for protecting wildlife and has 
established an international reputation for its 
conservation work Is looking for 

An executive secretary to work in a 
Fundraising & Public Relations Section 

WHO HAS 

the following qualifications: 

1- A degree or / and 3 years of experience in marketing 
or public relations. 

2- Administrative and secretarial skills. 

3- Good computer skills. 

4- Good communication skills. 

5- Ability to speak and write fluently in English. 

Interested applicants to submit a CV to RSCN 
by 10th June on the following address: 

RSCN, P.O.Box 1215 
Jubeiha 11941 

Applicants not called to interview by 1st July must 
assume their application has been unsuccessful. 


THE SEASONS' 



SHADE OF ELEGANCE 
AT THE FORTE GRAND AMMAN 




Under the Patronage of the French Ambassador 
in Jordan, His Excellency M. 
Bernard Bajolet Forte Grand 
Amman, Printemps & Air 
France present a fashion show 
featuring more than sixty 
designs from the Spring / 
Summer collection by Louis Ftraud displayed 
by international models. Enjoy the latest in 
Haute Couture followed by a cocktail reception 
May 29th, 7-30 pm. to 9-30 pm. Grand 
Ballroom. Tickets JD 12.000 inclusive. For 
further details & tickets, contact our fashion 
box office on 696511 from 20th to 29th May, 
10 am. to 8 pm. or Air France Office Tel. 
666055. 
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NAMING CEREMONY: His Majesty King Hassein holds Ali, the new-born son of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sumayya and Naser Judeh and grandson of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hass an, at a ceremony 
held at the royal palace on Monday to name the new prince. Her Majesty Queen Noor, Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath, the parents of the new-born, other royal family members. Prime Minister Abdul ICarim 
Kabariti and Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh attended the ceremony (photo by Boghos) 


Jordan's oil imports from Iraq and exports 
under protocol not covered under U.N. deal 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordan believes 
that trade with Iraq will rise 
as a result of the recently 
signed oil-for-food agree- 
ment between Iraq and the. 
U.N. but the Kingdom's im- 
ports of oii and exports of 
food and medicine to Jordan 
under an’official protocol are 
not covered by the Iraq-U.N. 
deal, according to senior offi- 
cials. 

The comments appeared to 
rule out suggestions that the 
United States was trying to 
indude Iraq’s oil exports to 
Jordan within the $2 billion 
volume of oil exports stipu- 
lated within the agreement 
reached with the U.N. under 
Security Council Resolution 
.986. 

'' The comments also came 
against the backdrop of asser- 
tions by Iraqi trade officials 
that they would give priority 
to Jordan for imports of food 
and medidne after the sign- 
ing of the oil-for-food accord 
with the U.N. 

Adnan Qudsi, president of 
the Federation of Iraqi 
.Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, was quoted as 
saying in the local media that 
Iraqi importers would focus 
more on Jordanian sources 


and, as such, be expected a 
considerable increase in 
Jordanian exports to Iraq 
once Iraqi oil starts flowing 
after arrangements are final- 
ised under the deal reached 
with the U.N. 

‘There is no relation be- 
tween Jordan’s trade with 
Iraq as stipulated in the pro- 
tocol and Resolution 986," 
said an official source. “Jor- . 
dan will continue to adhere to 
the protocol, which provides 
for exports of Jordanian pro- 
ducts of about $200 million to 
Iraq and the continued supp- 
ly of Iraqi oil to Jordan," 
added the source. 

However, said the source 
who requested anonymity, 
this does not mean that 
Jordanian-Iraqi trade would 
be limited to the amount 
stipulated in the protocol. 

“We expect deals between 
Jordanian and Iraqi private 
sectors to go up in view of the 
increased purchasing power 
of Iraq when it starts exports 
of oil to other countries 
under the deal reached with 
the United Nations, but this 
is not related to the pro- 
tocol,” said the source. 

Jordan is likely to get a fair 
share of increased exports to 
Iraq, but Iraq, “as any coun- 
try elsewhere, is free to exer- 


cise its options while choos- 
ing its sources of supply," 
said another official. 

In the same vein, Jordan is 
not overtly worried that Iraq 
would switch to ports other 
than Aqaba for its imports, 
the officials said, comment- 
ing on reports in the Iraqi 
media, that Baghdad was 
seeking storage arrangements 
in Qatar and stepped up 
cooperation with Turkey to 
get its imports through Tur- 
kish ports in the Mediterra- 
nean. 

“It is Iraq's right and pri- 
vilege to choose its own 
means of transit routes for its 
imports, whether Qatar. Tur- 
key or any other country," 
said an official. 

Jordan reduced the volume 
of exports to Iraq in the 
official protocol to around 
$200 million in 1996 from 
around $400 million in 1995. 
The government said the 
reason for the reduction was 
purely economic. It said the 
Kingdom's foreign exchange 
reserves were no longer able 
to sustain the foreign curren- 
cy requirements for imports 
destined for Iraq. 

According to officials, 
Iraq’s debts to Jordan, 
accummulated over the years 
during which Baghdad paid 


partially in oil for Jordanian 
exports, now stand at around 
$1.3 billion. 

The officials explain that 
Jordan could not continue to 
pay from its foreign exchange 
reserves for imports for the 
Iraqi market since the King- 
dom itself is seeking to in- 
crease its reserves to meet 
•with an International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) required 
level. 


Furthermore, Jordan also 
wants itself to be in a position 
to be able to meet the even- 
tuality of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
issuing its own currency, 
leading to demands on the 
Kingdom's treasury to re- 
deem the Jordanian dinars in 
circulation in the Palestinian 
territories. 


Despite an obvious strain 
in political ties, Jordan has 
said that it would not let 
economic relations with Iraq 
suffer and that it would not 
impede the free flow of food 
and medicine through its 
territory to its eastern neigh- 
bour. 

The government has wel- 
comed the Iraq-U.N. oil-for- 
food deal as a means to 
alleviate the suffering of the 
Iraqi people. 


Police probe attack 
on judge in Irbid 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Police on Mon- 
day were investigating an 
armed attack carried against 
an Irbid judge Sunday. Three 
bullets were fired at Moham- 
mad Shara’, a judge at the 
court of First Instance in 
Irbid at dawn Sunday. Alt 
missed 1 but the judge suf- 
fered bruises. 

Judge Shara’, who is being* 
heated at Ibn Nafis hospital 
in Irbid under tight security, 
was going to a mosque for 
early prayers when the attack 
occurred. 

“As soon as I heard the 
first shot I took to the floor. 
Then I heard two other shots 
zooming near my ear then I 
heard a car speeding away.” 
he told the Jordan Times. 

He said he was unable to 
see the attackers because he 
was shot at from behind. 

“Most probably the 


assailant/s knew my daily 
habits and where I pray and 
decided to take action that 
morning,” he said. 

The judge said he was nev- 
er threatened directly by any- 
one but some of his family 
members received death 
threats in the past. 

Asked what he thought 
was the reason for the attack, 
Mr. Shara' said anything is 
possible. 

“It could be an act of 
revenge because of a recent 
ruling. It could be just a 
passer-by who wanted to 
frighten me." he said. 


According to Judge Shara,’ 
police are examining files and 
records of all the defenders 
and convicts “who might 
have taken such action for 


revenge. 

Judge Shara' is being tre- 
ated for low blood pressure 
and bruises to the chest and is 
expected to be released from 
hospital next week. 


U.S. to counter 'Iranian 


threat to Gulf - general 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) 
— The United States is moni- 
toring closely Iran’s military 
activities and is committed to 
ensuring no one threatens its 
Gulf Arab allies, the head of 
the U.S. military said here on 
Monday. 

General John Shalikash- 
vili, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, also said the 
U.S. will prevent Iraq from 
using $2 billion proceeds of 
limited out sales for non- 
humanitarian purposes. 

On Iran, he said he was 
“watching very carefully 
wHat is happening in Iran and 
we are committed to ensuring 
no one in this region 
threatens or intimidates our 
friends or allies.” 

But it was too early to tell 
about the “specifics" of the 
Iranian exercises, Gen. Shali- 
kashvili said during a press 
conference. 

Iran ended two days of 
major military exercises on 
Friday involving about 
200.000 troops and hundreds 


of tanks and aircraft, which 
sparked alarm on oil markets 
worried about regional secur- 
ity. 

Asked about the U.S. role 
in monitoring the U.N. oil- 
for-food deal with Iraq, he 
said the U.S. forces were in 
an excellent position to en- 
sure Iraq does not “circum- 
vent the intent" of the deal 
that is aimed at providing 
humanitarian assistance to 
the Iraqi people. 

Under the terms of United 
Nations Security Council Re- 
solution 986, Iraq can sell $2 
billion worth of oil during a 
six-month period to buy food 
and medicine. 

He added the U.S. had a 
“firm commitment that 986 m 
no way lessens the require- 
ments on the part of Iraq to 
fulfill all the relevant U.N. 
Security Council resolu- 
tions,” including providing 
information on more than 
600 people Kuwait says are 
still missing since the end of 
the 1991 Gulf war.- 


Mestiri: U.N. must be tough with Afghans 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — The 
United Nations must get 
tough with Afghanistan’s 
combative leaders if it hopes 
to negotiate a peaceful end to 
the four-year civil war. out- 
going U.N. envoy Mahmoud 
Mestiri said Monday. 

After two years of shuttling 
between feuding leaders, 
crisscrossing Afghanistan’s 
inhospitable terrain, the 65- 
year-old Mestiri is leaving 
without the peace agreement 
he tried so hard to get. 

The former Tunisian fore- 
ign minister resigned last 
week citing medical reasons, 
although he refused to elabo- 
rate. 


Candidly, Mr. Mestiri said 
his two-year mission accom- 
plished very little. 

“I don't think I accom- 
plished much... but to tell 
them a few truths that they 
needed to hear: that what 


they were doing was not Isla- 
mic but was un-Islamic.” 

Looking frail and frus- 
trated. Mr. Mestiri told the 
Associated .press- he was 
“very depressed” about the 
prospects of an early peace in 
Afghanistan. 

After 17 years of war, first, 
against Soviet invasion 
forces, later against the 
Moscow-backed communist 
government and finally 
against each other, peace in 
Afghanistan h3S become an 
elusive dream. 

When he arrived in Afgha- 
nistan in March 1994. two 
years after insurgents ousted 
the communists from power, 
Mr. Mestiri said warring fac- 
tional leaders professed their 
desire for peace. But 
Afghans he met said Their 
leaders did not want peace." 

Two years later it looks 
like the people were right, he 


said. 

On the eve of his depar- 
ture, Mr. Mestiri said the 
U.N.'s approach to Afghanis- 
tan has to change. It requires 
a tougher stand with rebel 
leaders whose relentless bat- 
tles for power have ruined 
the capita], killed 25,000 peo- 
ple and leff"' hundreds of 
thousands of others home- 
less. 

“Today we have to tell 
them you have a responsibil- ’ 
ity, you have a geopolitical 
responsibility, your friends 
depend on you as much as 
you depend on them." he 
said. 

Mr. Mestiri said the U.N. 
has to invest more time and 
money in Afghanistan. 

"The U.N. has sooner or 
later to have a larger pre- 
sence here ... this will happen 
in its own .time.” he said. . 

But first the U.N. will have 


to force the Afghan leaders 
to the negotiation table. 

According to Mr. Mestiri, 
the best hope for success is to 
take a regional approach to 
the problem. 

Afghanistan, he said, sits 
smack in the centre of an 
important region, sur- 
rounded by the newly liber- 
ated Central Asian republics. 
Iran and Pakistan — all Mus- 
lim countries, all seeking eco- 
nomic development. 


Ami economic develop- 
ment. he said, may be the key 
to peace in Afghanistan. 

For example. Mr. Mestiri 
said private U.S. firms want 
to build a gas pipeline from 
Turkmenistan through 
Afghanistan to Pakistan. It 
would mean foreign ex- 
change for Afghanistan, an 
impoverished country with an 
economy shattered by wa,. 


Consulate translator organised 
baby sale, witness says in court 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A trans- 
lator at the Sri Lankan consu- 
late organised die sale of a 
baby to a Dutch couples for* 
. $8,000 as part of a “baby-for- 
sale” scam, an Amman cri** 
minal court was told Mon- 
day. 

A consulate employee 
from Sri Lanka, identified 
only as Damini, told the 
court the consulate’s trans- 
lator Rita organised the deal 
in the absence of the former 
honorary consul, Tawfic Aba 
Khajil who was abroad at the 
time, the source said, accord- 
ing to AFP. 

Rita was die first witness in 
the trial of three employees • 
at the Sri Lankan consulate, 
including Mr. Khajil, accused 
of buying and selling about 35 
babies for a total of $250,000 
since 1991. 

Giving evidence Sunday, 
she said a special room bad 
been set aside in the consu- 
late for pregnant Sri ij»nfc»n 
women working in Jordan 
who wanted to sell their 
babies. 

Rita said the Sri Lankan 
government was aware of the 
sale of babies and had several 
times asked the honorary 
consul to help give some Sri 
Lankan babies to Dutch 
families for adoption. She 
said the Sri Lankan govern- 


ment officially confirmed its 
requests by faxes. 

She also said the Dutch 
government knew and 
approved of the adoption of 
Sri Lankan babies by Dutch 
natio nals , noting that all 
babies were banded to Dutch 
families for adoption in 
accordance with official writ- 
ten approval by the Dutch 
‘ministry of justice. 

All previous adoption 
cases involving Dutch fami- 
lies, she said, were done 
legally at the notary public’s 
office in. Amman. Only die 
last case, which was inter- 
cepted at the airport, in- 
volved foe illegal smuggling 
of a child, she continued, 
-adding that die other Dutch 
families had papers proving 
foe legal adoption of chil- 
dren. 


b.own apart 

in March when police inter- 
cepted the Dutch couple at 
Amman airport as they were 

about to fly bome witl, tb= 

illegally adopted infant. The 
baby was placed tn an 
orphanage and foe couple ila- 
ter returned to their country- 


She said 80 per cent of the 
money charged by the honor- 
ary consul from Dutch fami- 
lies were to cover foe ex- 
penses of foe child's mid 
mother's food and Nothing, 
or tickets fines paid to the 
Residence and Aliens De- 
partment and hospital ex- 
penses. 

She said a monthly sum of 
$100 was usually paid to an 
infont’s mother, and $300 
when shg-was about to leave 


The consul, a 57 -year-old 

Jordanian businessman who 
was arrested in mid-March 
and hospitalised with heart 
trouble after questioning, 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges last Tuesday. Judicial 
sources said a Sri Lankan 
co-defendant, who stands ac- 
cused of selling her baby, also 
denied foe charges- 

A third defendant, the con- 
sul’s Lebanese secretary, 
Andrea Alfred Bustani, is 
being tried in absentia, ac- 
cused of helping him sell the 
illegitimate babies. She was 
fled to Lebanon and a war- 
rant for her arrest has been 
issued through Interpol. 

Mr. Abu Khajil is accused 
of “trafficking in babies, fak- 
ing official documents and 
illegal possessions of 
firearms.” The trial is being 
held under 1929 Ottoman 
anti-slavery legislation which 
carries a penalty of three 
years in jail. 


NATO will not mount specific 
operations to arrest Karadzic 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — The 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) will not 
mount a specific operation to 
detain Serb leaders Radovan 
Karadzic and Ratko Mladic 
who are wanted by the Un- 
ited Nations for suspected 
war crimes, a NATO spokes- 
man said Monday. 


“We are not going to 
mount a specific operation to 
arrest them,” NATO spokes- 
man Major Simon Haselock 
told a briefing here. 

' A NATO saurt* ! foltf ttFP 
Saturday that certain 'tini&of 
NATO troops in Bosnia had 
Friday received an official 
notice reminding them of 
their duties to arrest war 
crimes suspects if they come 
into contact with them. 


NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solatia said last week 
that foe movement of NATO 
troops across Bosnia in pre- 
paration for September elec- 
tions was increasing the 
chances of an arrest. 

NATO is reluctant to 
arrest Mr. Karadzic and Gen. 
Mladic fearing that it would 
create casualties and risk en- 
dangering the wider peace 
process. 

Questioned by reporters 


Monday, Mr. Haselock 
agreed that the risk of a 
violent backlash by the Serbs 
if the Serb leaders were 
arrested would be as great if 
they were to be arrested by 
chance as in a specially- 
mounted commando opera- 
tion. 

NATO officials admit in 
private to having observed 
Mr. Karadzic on several 
occasions since foe signing of 
foe Bosnian peace treaty but 
say it was always in places 
where tfoey-were not .able to 
arrest bjnvwjtbput risking in? 
juries to passeisby. 

NATO knows where Mr. 
Karadzic lives in foe Seib 
“capital” Pale and also where 
Gen. Mladic is based, at Han 
Pijesak, on the road between 
Sarajevo and Vlasenica. 

The United States and its 
European allies in recent 
weeks put pressure on the 
Bosnian Serb leadership to 
sideline Mr. Karadzic and 
Gen. Mladic, forcing them to 
disappear from public view 
even without receiving a spe- 
' rific assurance that they are 
renouncing power. 

Top civilian official Cart 
Bildt denies however that this 
was a deal which would allow 
foe two to “cheat justice and 


foe law.” 

A top NATO commander 
in Bosnia was to protest 
Tuesday at the ‘‘unaccept- 
able” encouragement by 
hardline Serb authorities of 
the stoning of a bus of mainly 
Muslim women at the 
weekend., a NATO spokes- 
man said. 


The commander of NATO 
ground troops in Bosnia. 
British General Sir Michael 
Walker, was to “raise the 
issue” of foe “orchestrated" 
violent attack by 250 Serbs on 
the busload of refugees near 
Prijedor in northern Bosnia 
when he visits the town Tues- 
day, spokesman Haselock 
said. 


Under foe Bosnian peace 
treaty, police are supposed to 
protect refugees, but on Sun- 
day Serb police based in 
Prijedor turned back foe bus 
carrying foe women refugees 
and refused to allow them to 
visit a site near the town, 
* Haselock said. 

The women, numbering 
between 40 and 60, wanted to 
plant a “peace tree” at 
Kozarac, the site of a former 
Serb-run detention camp on 
the road between Prijedor 
and Banja Luka, he added. 


Egyptian 
journalists 
stage protest 
against law 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
journalists held a work stop- 
page on Monday to protest 
foe one-year anniversary of a 
law which a human rights 
group said threatens freedom 
of the press. 

Journalists stopped work 
for five minutes at noon as a 
symbolic protest while 
around 200 of their col- 
leagues held a three-hour ral- 
ly at their union offices 
against foe law. which im- 
poses harsh prison sentences 
for libel. 

The protestors wore black 
ribbons and sang protest 
songs in foe union hall hung 
with banners reading “No to 
the press assassination law" 
and “Journalists are m prison 
while corrupt politicians are 
free.” 


Spanish officials deny 
report Saudi monarch 
plans to move to Spain 


The Arab Journalists Un- 
ion issued a statement under- 
lining “its solidarity with 
Egyptian journalists against 
the law and all laws against 
press freedom.” 

The government agreed 
last year to pass a new press 
law after an unprecedented - 
protest by journalists against 
the libel law, which imposed 
prison terms up to 15 years 
for libel and slander. 


The Consultative Council, 
parliament's upper, non- 
legislarive house, was to fin- 
ish on Monday its review of a 
new bill, the government dai- 
ly A! Abram A1 Misai said. 

But the Centre for Human 
Rights Legal Aid (CHRLA) 
said in a statement chat 
amendments to the new bill 
"are much less than foe de- 
mands of journalists.” 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Spanish 
embassy officials in Saudi 
Arabia on Monday denied 
reports that the aging King 
Fahd was planning to leave 
permanently for Spain. 

A top embassy official told 
the Associated Press that foe 
Saudi government had in- 
quired about foe possibility 
of foe monarch going to 
Spain ft>r a rest. But he said 
the request was dearly for a 
limited stay. 

Time magazine reported 
Sunday that King Fahd may 
soon leave for his summer 
vacation palace in Spain and 
never come back to Saudi 
Arabia, completing a gradual 
transition of authority to his 
half-brother. Crown Prince 
Abdullah. 

Hie magazine said the 
king's entourage had been 
summoned to foe airport 
three times in the past month 
for an international trip, only 
to be called bade to the 

palace. 

The report said the delays 
were caused by dose relatives 
who want to assure their posi- 
tions in foe new government 
before foe king went away. 

But foe Spanish diplomat 
said his embassy had not re- 
cently received any visa re- 
quests from members of foe 
Saudi royal court. 

Speculation about foe lead- 
ership in Saudi Arabia, the 
word’s largest on exporter 
and linchpin of Western poli- 
cy in foe Gulf, has been rife 
ever since King Fahd fell iU in 
November. 

Diplomats say King Fahd 
»drered a stroke, though foe 
Saudi government has noi 
provided any details of fo e 
illness. ■ 


King Fahd temporarily 
handed over the reins of gov- 
ernment to Prince Abdullah 
on Jan. 1, but resumed his 
offidal duties Feb. 22. 

Time, citing an unidenti- 
fi ed dip lomat. said King Fahd 
suffers dementia and some- 
times doesnot know where he 
is. It also said Prince Abdul- 
lah has continued to carry out 
many of the king’s duties. 

But foe Spanish official, 
who did not want to be iden- 
tified further, said the 
monarch was not as sick as‘ 
media reports suggested. He 
said the king still was in- 
volved in some decisions. 

The offidal Saudi Press 
Agency reported that- King 
Fahd spoke to Yemen’s Pres- 
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh by 
telephone Sunday to 
issues between the two coun- 
tries, which have a long- 
running border dispute. 

' Time reported that Saudi 
officiate were searching for a 
way totransfer offidal power 
to Crown Prince Abdullah 
without making it seem like 
an abdication, which could 
produce instability. 

The solution, it said, dting 
two unidentified diplomats, 
would be to turn a planned 
summer vaction in Spain into 
a permanent trip. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, 
who a also in his 70s, hai 
upparent for 
h . c . beca *ne monarch 
the transition would most 
ufeety proceed smoothly. 

The cosmopolitan Fahd 
used his country’s oil 
nches to modernise the king- 
dom. and he has been a doS? 
ally of foe United States 
throughout his 14-year reign. 



Vajpayee forgets 

he is premier 


NEW DELHI (R) — Atal 
Bibari Vajpayee foxgot for 
a moment he was India’s 
prime minister as he 
opened a debate Monday 
that could lead to the 
downfall of his govern- 
ment. Used to years in the 
opposition, Mr. Vajpayee 
inadvertently opened <fis- 
cussion on foe motion of 
confidence with the words, 
“Mr. Prime Minister." 
prompting an outburst of 
laughter. Realising his faux 
pas, a smiling Vajpayee 
recovered, saying he was 
paying tribute to the na- 
tion's first prime minister, 
Jawaharial Nehru, on the 
anni versary of his death. 
Mr. Vajpayee could be ex- 
cused for momentarily for- 
getting he was prime min- 
ister. He has been in office 
for only 12 days and faces 
almost certain defeat in foe 
confidence motion. If his 
government loses, it will be 
foe shortest-lived in Indian . 
history. 
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U.K. police worried * 
about missing 
French student 
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CARDIFF (AFP) — Bri- 
tish police said Monday 
they were increasingly 
concerned for the welfare 
of a 17-year-old French 
student who has gone miss- 
ing here since Saturday. 

They said Fanny Paltor was 

last seen hitchhiking near n 
nightclub in Cardiff and- Opr 
getting into a white car l 1 
with five men on board 
between foe ages of 20 and 
25. “We are becoming inc- 
reasingly concerned for ber 
welfare,” said detective 
Chief Inspector Fred Wil- 
liams. “We are urgently 
frying to trace the ffte 
young men or anyone eke 
who has seen her since 
early Saturday rooming." 

He said her employers at a 
hotel in CaraifF alerted 
authorities to her disap- 
pearance after she failed to 
show up for work Sunday. 

He said Ms. Paltor, who 
arrived in Wales about six 
weeks ago, is from the 
Charentes region of west- 
ern France and speaks little 
English. Her manager ai jr” u 
foe hotel where she waddf; *" e|i 
said it was unusual for Ms. 1 c hJl 
Paltor to miss work. “She 
had never missed a day at 
work before,” said Lee 
Bailey. “It isn’t like her just 
not to turn up.” 
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Cosmonauts end 
6-hour spacewalk 
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MOSCOW (AP) — Two 
Russian cosmonauts made 
a nearly six-hour stroll in 
space Saturday, successful- 
ly unfolding a U.S.-made 
solar battery that will give 
more energy to their Mir 
orbiting station, news re- 
ports said. It was the third 
spacewalk for Yuri Onu- 
frienko and Yuri Usachev, 
dubbed the “two Yuris” by 
foe Russian media, since* w on, e 
they blasted off on Feb. 21* f 
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for a five-month stay in 
orbit. On March 23, they 
were joined by NASA 
astronaut Shannon Lucid, 
the first American Woman 
to live on Mir, and only foe 
second American. Since 
her arrival, the 53-year-old 
biochemist has been tend- 
ing to fertilised quail eggs, 
and other scientific experi- 
ments. On Saturday, Lucid 
stayed inside the station, 
maintaining radio contact 
with the Russian cosmo- 
nauts as they installed foe 
battery on the Kvant mod- 
ule attached to the Min The 
panels of the new solar bat- 
tery fully unfolded after the 
space walk, which lasted 5 
hours and 43 minutes, foe 
ITAR-TASS and Interfax 
News Agencies reported, 
quoting Russian space offi* 
cials. Lucid’s arrival bega^f- ^ p 
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what NASA hopes will be » 
permanent U.S. presence ip 
space. Five more Ameri- 
cans are expected to visit 
the Mir by early 1998. In 
separate development Sa ■*. 
forday, a Russian commu- 
nications satellite was suc- 
cessfully launched by a 
Proton- K booster rocket 
from the Baikonur Cosmo- 
drome in Kazakstan. 
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